
Summer Vacation Awareness 

School is almost out and that means it’s time to start planning your summer vacation! For many 
Americans, the ocean is calling now that beach weather has arrived. While planning for a summer 
getaway to the coast, it is important to remember that summer is also hurricane season on the East and 
West coasts of the United States.  

If you plan to travel to the coast for the first time, it is critical that you and your family learn about 
hazards like hurricanes that you may have never experienced or prepared for in the past. The best first 
step is reviewing America’s PrepareAthon! How to Prepare for a Hurricane Guide.  

Hurricanes can put a damper on any family vacation, so it's important to take just a few precautionary 
actions before you travel to an unfamiliar region:  

 Have an emergency kit in your car, camper or suitcase;  

 Create a family communication plan;  

 Get signed up for weather emergency alerts and warnings in the local vacation area;  

 Become familiar with a possible evacuation route; and  

 Have a plan on where you would evacuate to or text SHELTER + your ZIP code to 43362 (4FEMA) 
to identify the nearest shelter should a disaster strike.  

The most reliable way to prevent your beach vacation from getting rained out is by staying aware of 
upcoming storms and hurricanes. Discover how you can stay up-to-date on local storm info and get 
alerts with America's PrepareAthon! 
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