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Introduction to America’s PrepareAthon!
America’s PrepareAthon!SM is a nationwide call to action.  
America’s PrepareAthon! is a nationwide, community-based campaign for action 

to increase emergency preparedness and resilience through hazard-specific drills, 

group discussions, and exercises. Every spring and fall, individuals, organizations, 

and communities around the country will focus on preparedness during the America’s 

PrepareAthon! national day of action.

The campaign builds on existing disaster awareness campaigns by providing  

action-oriented guidance and tools specifically designed for workplaces, K–12 schools, 

institutions of higher education, houses of worship, community-based organizations, 

local leaders, and individuals and families to support the whole community.

The goal of America’s PrepareAthon! is to increase the number of individuals who:

n







Understand which disasters could happen in their community;

Know what to do to be safe and mitigate damage;

Take action to increase their preparedness; and

Participate in community resilience planning.

America’s PrepareAthon! Resources 

This resource catalog provides an overview of the resources available to  

America’s PrepareAthon! participants to support their preparedness activities and, 

more specifically, to use in implementing and promoting a day of action. Descriptions 

and thumbnails of resources are available for download and are included in the pages 

that follow.   

n





Preparedness Resources – The preparedness resources for America’s 

PrepareAthon! participants include How to Prepare guides for each hazard, 

Playbooks for each community sector, a Playbook for Local Leaders, and  

Prepare Your People and Prepare Your Organization day of action guides. 

Branding Resources – The suite of logos and guidance for how to use and 

customize America’s PrepareAthon! for a group or community provides a  

consistent way for participants and supporters to promote a day of action.

Promotional Resources – Promotional materials include print and digital resources 

with America’s PrepareAthon! creative designs, a Media Event Planning Guide, and 

a Communications Toolkit. These resources will help participants get the word out 

about their commitment to preparedness.

All the materials referenced in this resource catalog are free and are available for 

download at www.ready.gov/prepare.
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Preparedness Resources
The following preparedness resources are designed to help 

workplaces, K–12 schools, institutions of higher education, houses 

of worship, community-based organizations, emergency managers, 

and individuals and families participate in America’s PrepareAthon! 

These resources focus on clear, easy steps to promote preparedness 

activities for local hazards. These materials are currently available  

for floods, tornadoes, hurricanes, and wildfires.  

How to Prepare: This hazard-specific 

guide provides information on the basics 

of each hazard, how to protect yourself 

and your property, and what steps to  

take now.

Playbook(s) for Your Day of Action: 

Available for five community sectors, 

these provide an introduction to the 

benefits of participating in America’s 

PrepareAthon! and explain how to use  

America’s PrepareAthon! tools and 

resources.

Playbook for Local Leaders: This guide 

provides emergency managers, first 

responders, and other local leaders 

with an introduction to America’s 

PrepareAthon!, the benefits of 

participating, and simple ways to  

engage the whole community in 

preparedness exercises and drills.

Prepare Your People: These day of  

action guides are tailored to each sector 

and audience. The guides provide step-

by-step outlines for conducting a day 

of action by holding a preparedness 

discussion and simple drill.

Prepare Your Organization: These day 

of action guides provide step-by-step 

instructions on conducting a tabletop 

exercise designed to help organizations 

test their plans, policies, and procedures 

for a disaster. They are tailored for each 

hazard and audience.

Be Smart. Know Your Alerts and 

Warnings: This document outlines alerts, 

notifications, apps, and other resources 

available by location and by hazard.

Be Smart. Protect Your Critical 

Documents and Valuables: This checklist 

outlines documents that would be 

needed after a disaster to get on the  

road to recovery.

Participant Feedback Survey: This 

survey can be used to gather feedback 

from participants about day of action 

activities. Feedback from participants 

will help identify areas to strengthen 

in preparedness planning within your 

organization.

Certificates of Participation: These 

certificates can be customized 

and provided to your day of action 

participants. (Not pictured).
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Playbooks are available for workplaces,  

K–12 schools, institutions of higher education, 

houses of worship, community-based 

organizations, local leaders, and  

individuals and families.

PREPARE YOUR PEOPLE
FOR FLOOD SAFETY
HOUSES OF WORSHIP

These guides are available for workplaces,  

K–12 schools, institutions of higher education, 

houses of worship, and community-based 

organizations. They cover the following hazards: 

floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, and wildfires.

TOP LEFT: Cover of A Playbook for Your Day of Action: K–12 Schools 

TOP RIGHT: Cover of Prepare Your People for Flood Safety: Houses of Worship 

BOTTOM LEFT: Cover of A Playbook for Your Day of Action: Local Leaders 

BOTTOM RIGHT: Cover of Prepare Your Organization for Hurricane Safety: Workplaces
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HOW TO 
PREPARE
FOR A  WILDFIRE

The How to Guides are available for the 

following hazards: floods, hurricanes, 

tornadoes, and wildfires.

BE SMART. KNOW YOUR 

ALERTS AND
WARNINGS

Organized by FEMA, the Integrated Public Alert and Warning 
System (IPAWS) is the Nation’s alert and warning infrastructure. 
It provides public safety officials with an effective way to alert 
and warn the public about emergencies using the Emergency 
Alert System (EAS), Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA), NOAA 
Weather Radio, and other public alerting systems from a single 
interface. IPAWS does not require sign-up and is used to send 
notifications for three alert categories—Presidential, AMBER, 
and Imminent Threat.

The system can send messages simultaneously through multiple pathways, including:

 - EAS: used by alerting authorities to send detailed warnings to broadcast, cable, 
satellite, and wireline communication pathways;

 - WEA: short emergency messages broadcast to mobile devices with the capability 
to receive 90-character WEA and within range of cell towers broadcasting within 
the affected area. To find out if your mobile device is capable of receiving WEA 
alerts, contact your cellular service provider, or visit www.ctia.org/WEA to find  
links to service provider website WEA pages; and

 - IPAWS compliant digital road signs, sirens, and other systems.

IPAWS
INTEGRATED
PUBLIC ALERT AND
WARNING SYSTEM

Receiving timely information about weather conditions or other emergency events can make all the difference  
in knowing when to take action to be safe. Local police and fire departments, emergency managers, the National  
Weather Service (NWS),  the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the Federal Communications  
Commission (FCC), the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and private industry are  
working together to make sure you can receive alerts and warnings quickly through several different technologies 
no matter where you are–at home, at school, at work, or in the community. 

For those with access and functional needs, many messages are TTY/TDD compatible and many devices have  
accessible accommodations. Review this fact sheet to make sure you will receive critical information as soon as  
possible so you can take action to be safe. Be sure to share this information with your family, friends, and colleagues. 
And remember to keep extra batteries for your mobile phone or radio in a safe place or consider purchasing other 
back-up power supplies such as a car, solar-powered, or handcrank charger.

For more  
information on  

IPAWS, EAS,  
and WEA, visit  

www.ready.gov/alerts.

HOUSEHOLD 
IDENTIFICATION 

BE SMART. PROTECT YOUR 

CRITICAL
DOCUMENTS AND
VALUABLES

When disaster strikes, your immediate concern will be your safety and the safety of those you care about. Once the 
immediate danger passes, however, having your financial and medical records and important contact information 
will be crucial to help you start the recovery process quickly. Taking time now to safeguard these critical documents 
will give you peace of mind, ensure you have access to essential medical and prescription information, and help you 
avoid additional stress during the difficult days following a disaster.

In addition, take the time now to think about the priceless personal items you would want to protect from damage 
or take with you if you had to suddenly evacuate your home.  

The first step is to take an inventory of your household documents, contacts, and valuables. The checklist below will get 
you started. Then download the Emergency Financial First Aid Kit (EFFAK) at www.ready.gov/financialpreparedness  
for more complete checklists and guidance on collecting and safeguarding this important information. 

Put a checkmark next to any item that you may need to collect and safeguard. Be sure to include emergency contact  
phone numbers or other contact information with your documentation for questions that may arise following a disaster.

Think about the documents you would need to identify yourself 
and your household members, including children and pets, your 
relationships, or status. These may include: 

Vital records (birth, marriage, divorce certificate, adoption, child custody papers) 

Passport, driver’s license, Social Security card, green card, military service 
identification, other

Pet ownership papers, identification tags

TOP LEFT: Cover of How to Prepare for a Wildfire 

TOP RIGHT: Front page of America’s PrepareAthon! Participant Feedback Survey 

BOTTOM LEFT: Cover of Be Smart. Know Your Alerts and Warnings 

BOTTOM RIGHT: Cover of Be Smart. Protect Your Critical Documents and Valuables
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Branding Resources
America’s PrepareAthon! provides a suite of logos that provide 

consistency and cohesiveness among supporters for the purposes  

of communications and promotion.

To establish a uniform brand, the America’s PrepareAthon! logo includes standard 

elements that cannot be changed, such as the word PrepareAthon!  For organizations 

that wish to customize the logo for added flexibility, there are areas to include the 

organization’s name and specific hazard.  

The America’s PrepareAthon! Logo Usage Guidelines explain the elements of the logo, 

basic specifications for reproduction, and the proper use of the complete America’s 

PrepareAthon! logo family, which includes the national logo, the customizable logo 

(PrepareAthon!), the national logo with tagline, and the customizable logo with tagline. 

America’s PrepareAthon! logos are service marked in order to protect the credibility 

and integrity of the logos from any intentionally misleading purpose or misguided use. 

TOP: National Tagline Logo With Grayscale, Black and White, and Reverse Options 

BOTTOM: National Logo With Grayscale, Black and White, and Reverse Options  
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TOP: Customizable, Hazard-Specific Logos 

BOTTOM: Customizable, Hazard-Specific Tagline Logos
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Promotional Resources
These materials are designed to make it easy for organizations to promote  

their participation in America’s PrepareAthon! and to generate media 

interest in their activities. 

Print Materials 

Be Smart. Take Part. Prepare Your 

Organization for Disaster. [Bifold 

Brochure for Organizations]:  

This brochure presents organizations 

with a brief overview of America’s 

PrepareAthon! and explains how they  

can participate to build resiliency in  

their organizations. 

Communications Toolkit: This guide 

provides key messaging as well as 

social media tips and tools that can be 

used to promote and support America’s 

PrepareAthon! activities.

Media Event Planning Guide: This guide 

provides media planning and outreach 

guidelines, and includes fill-in-the-blank 

templates.

Our Role in America’s PrepareAthon! 

PowerPoint: This customizable 

presentation is designed to help people 

within an organization inform decision 

makers about America’s PrepareAthon! 

The PowerPoint outlines the benefits of 

participating in America’s PrepareAthon! 

and ways in which an organization can 

hold a day of action. (Not pictured).

Day of Action Checklist: This checklist 

provides a comprehensive list of 

suggested activities to help plan  

for and hold a day of action.

Posters: These national and hazard-

specific posters are multipurpose, and 

many can be customized so organizations 

can insert the date, time, and location of 

their event or activity. Posters can also be 

used as advertisements, flyers, or other 

promotional tools.

Digital Tools 

Digital Invitations: These invitations can 

be customized and sent through social 

media channels to drive awareness of 

relevant hazards and encourage  

individuals to participate in an event.

Web Badges: These badges can be 

displayed on a website to show support and 

involvement in America’s PrepareAthon! 

Anyone can click on the badge to go 

directly to the America’s PrepareAthon! 

website for more information.

Web Banners: These hazard-specific web 

banners can be displayed on a website 

to show support and involvement in 

America’s PrepareAthon! Anyone can 

click on the banner to go directly to the 

America’s PrepareAthon! website for more 

information.

Email Signature Banner: These banners 

can be added to email signature lines 

to show support and involvement in 

America’s PrepareAthon! Anyone can click 

on the email banner to go directly to the 

America’s PrepareAthon! website for more 

information. (Not pictured).

How to Guide—Digital Media Tools: 

This document provides step-by-step 

instructions on how to use the various 

America’s PrepareAthon! digital media 

tools for promotion. (Not pictured). 
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General Promotional Package

National Poster
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MEDIA EVENT  
PLANNING GUIDE
PLAN AND IMPLEMENT  
A SUCCESSFUL MEDIA EVENT

TOP: Be Smart. Take Part. Prepare Your Organization for a Disaster Bifold 

MIDDLE: Cover of the Communications Toolkit, cover of the Media Event Planning Guide, Day of Action Checklist 

BOTTOM: Web Badges, Digital Invitation, and Web Banners

Web banners are available in the following dimensions: 728x90, 300x250, 160x600, and mobile: 300x50. 

Banner/Button: 250x250 and 120x90

COMMUNICATIONS TOOLKIT
MATERIALS FOR YOUR  
OUTREACH AND PROMOTION

Why Prepare Now?
A disaster can strike at any time. And when it does, every second 
counts. So BE SMART, TAKE PART, and PREPARE! Ensure that your 
organization is ready by preparing and practicing beforehand to 
reduce the impact when disaster strikes.

America’s PrepareAthon!
America’s PrepareAthon! is a nationwide, community-based 
campaign for action to increase emergency preparedness and 
resilience. Every spring and fall, organizations around the country 
will focus on preparedness during a national day of action. These 
national days of action drive participation in hazard-specific drills, 
group discussions, and exercises. 

Take Part and Prepare!

 n Register your commitment to take action: www.ready.gov/prepare.

 n Download free step-by-step implementation guides and  
promotional materials to learn what you can do within  
your organization. Examples include:

 - Hosting preparedness discussions for hazards that  
could impact your community;

 - Organizing drills to practice response skills;

 - Reviewing emergency plans; and

 - Promoting your participation in America’s PrepareAthon! 

Share your success stories and follow the national conversation  
on Twitter: @PrepareAthon  #PrepareAthon

JOIN THE MOVEMENT

Federal Emergency Management Agency. (2013). Preparedness in America: Research 
insights to increase individual, organizational, and community action.

Communities are better prepared to withstand a disaster and  
are able to recover more quickly if the whole community is 
involved. When sectors like businesses, schools, local  
government, houses of worship, and community-based 
organizations work together, they help build capacity and 
strengthen the social support for all.  

Your Organization Has a Role
America’s PrepareAthon! is 
calling on workplaces, schools,  
houses of worship, community-
based organizations, institutions  
of higher education, and 
individuals and families to take 
action to get and stay prepared.

Did You Know? 
 n When employers encourage people to prepare, they are  

75 percent more likely to take action.

 n Households with school children who bring home preparedness 
materials are 75 percent more likely to have a household plan  
and discuss it as a family.

 n Those who volunteer with a response agency or organization 
focused on community safety are 74 percent more likely to be  
familiar with alerts, warning systems, and local hazards.

Why Prepare Now?
A disaster can strike at any time. And when it does, every second 
counts. So BE SMART, TAKE PART, and PREPARE! Ensure that your 
organization is ready by preparing and practicing beforehand to 
reduce the impact when disaster strikes.

America’s PrepareAthon!
America’s PrepareAthon! is a nationwide, community-based 
campaign for action to increase emergency preparedness and 
resilience. Every spring and fall, organizations around the country 
will focus on preparedness during a national day of action. These 
national days of action drive participation in hazard-specific drills, 
group discussions, and exercises. 

Take Part and Prepare!

 n Register your commitment to take action: www.ready.gov/prepare.

 n Download free step-by-step implementation guides and  
promotional materials to learn what you can do within  
your organization. Examples include:

 - Hosting preparedness discussions for hazards that  
could impact your community;

 - Organizing drills to practice response skills;

 - Reviewing emergency plans; and

 - Promoting your participation in America’s PrepareAthon! 

Share your success stories and follow the national conversation  
on Twitter: @PrepareAthon  #PrepareAthon

JOIN THE MOVEMENT

Federal Emergency Management Agency. (2013). Preparedness in America: Research 
insights to increase individual, organizational, and community action.

Communities are better prepared to withstand a disaster and  
are able to recover more quickly if the whole community is 
involved. When sectors like businesses, schools, local  
government, houses of worship, and community-based 
organizations work together, they help build capacity and 
strengthen the social support for all.  

Your Organization Has a Role
America’s PrepareAthon! is 
calling on workplaces, schools,  
houses of worship, community-
based organizations, institutions  
of higher education, and 
individuals and families to take 
action to get and stay prepared.

Did You Know? 
 n When employers encourage people to prepare, they are  

75 percent more likely to take action.

 n Households with school children who bring home preparedness 
materials are 75 percent more likely to have a household plan  
and discuss it as a family.

 n Those who volunteer with a response agency or organization 
focused on community safety are 74 percent more likely to be  
familiar with alerts, warning systems, and local hazards.

Your organization can be more resilient by  

increasing the number of individuals who:

 n Understand which disasters could happen  

in their community; 

 n Know what to do to be safe and  

mitigate damage;

 n Take action to increase their preparedness; and 

 n Participate in community resilience planning.

Join the movement to prepare your organization 

for disasters.

Contact: PrepareAthon@fema.dhs.gov

Join the Discussion: @PrepareAthon #PrepareAthon

www.ready.gov/prepare

March 2014

YOUR ORGANIZATION FOR A DISASTER.

YOUR ORGANIZATION FOR A DISASTER.



10

Flood Promotional Package

National Poster
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SM

for Flood Safety

America’s PrepareAthon! is a community-based 
campaign that is bringing together millions of 
people to practice the simple steps that will 
help them get and stay prepared for disasters. 
Follow America’s PrepareAthon! on 
Twitter @PrepareAthon using #PrepareAthon.

Join the movement.
Take part in
[YOUR ORGANIZATION'S]
PrepareAthon!
for Flood Safety.

[Date], at [Time]

[YOUR ORGANIZATION'S]
[Street Address]
[City], [State] [ZIP]

For more information about [YOUR ORGANIZATION'S] PrepareAthon!,
[Insert call to action here.]

Web banners are available in the following dimensions: 728x90, 300x250, 160x600, and mobile: 300x50.

TOP LEFT: Customizable Poster  

MIDDLE: Web Badges, Digital Invitation, Web Banner (300x250) 

RIGHT: Web Banner (160x600) 

BOTTOM: Web Banner (728x90)
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National Poster

Hurricane Promotional Package
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SM

for Hurricane Safety

America’s PrepareAthon! is a community-based 
campaign that is bringing together millions of 
people to practice the simple steps that will 
help them get and stay prepared for disasters. 
Follow America’s PrepareAthon! on 
Twitter @PrepareAthon using #PrepareAthon.

Join the movement.
Take part in
[YOUR ORGANIZATION'S]
PrepareAthon!
for Hurricane Safety.

[Date], at [Time]

[YOUR ORGANIZATION'S]
[Street Address]
[City], [State] [ZIP]

For more information about [YOUR ORGANIZATION'S] PrepareAthon!,
[Insert call to action here.]

Web banners are available in the following dimensions: 728x90, 300x250, 160x600, and mobile: 300x50.

TOP LEFT: Customizable Poster  

MIDDLE: Web Badges, Digital Invitation, Web Banner (300x250) 

RIGHT: Web Banner (160x600) 

BOTTOM: Web Banner (728x90)
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Tornado Promotional Package

National Poster



15

SM

for Tornado Safety

America’s PrepareAthon! is a community-based 
campaign that is bringing together millions of 
people to practice the simple steps that will 
help them get and stay prepared for disasters. 
Follow America’s PrepareAthon! on 
Twitter @PrepareAthon using #PrepareAthon.

Join the movement.
Take part in
[YOUR ORGANIZATION'S]
PrepareAthon!
for Tornado Safety.

[Date], at [Time]

[YOUR ORGANIZATION'S]
[Street Address]
[City], [State] [ZIP]

For more information about [YOUR ORGANIZATION'S] PrepareAthon!,
[Insert call to action here.]

Web banners are available in the following dimensions: 728x90, 300x250, 160x600, and mobile: 300x50.

TOP LEFT: Customizable Poster  

MIDDLE: Web Badges, Digital Invitation, Web Banner (300x250) 

RIGHT: Web Banner (160x600) 

BOTTOM: Web Banner (728x90)
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Wildfire Promotional Package

National Poster
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SM

for Wildfire Safety

America’s PrepareAthon! is a community-based 
campaign that is bringing together millions of 
people to practice the simple steps that will 
help them get and stay prepared for disasters. 
Follow America’s PrepareAthon! on 
Twitter @PrepareAthon using #PrepareAthon.

Join the movement.
Take part in
[YOUR ORGANIZATION'S]
PrepareAthon!
for Wildfire Safety.

[YOUR ORGANIZATION'S]

[Date], at [Time]
[Street Address]
[City], [State] [ZIP]

For more information about [YOUR ORGANIZATION'S] PrepareAthon!,
[Insert call to action here.]

Web banners are available in the following dimensions: 728x90, 300x250, 160x600, and mobile: 300x50.

TOP LEFT: Customizable Poster  

MIDDLE: Web Badges, Digital Invitation, Web Banner (300x250) 

RIGHT: Web Banner (160x600) 

BOTTOM: Web Banner (728x90)
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