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THE COUNCIL ON FINANCIAL REFORM (COFAR) FRAUD ALERT

Background: The Council on Financial Assistance Reform (COFAR) asked federal agencies to share the fraud
alert message below from OMB with grant applicants and recipients.

"Over the past few months, the Council on Financial Assistance Reform (COFAR) has received inquiries and
complaints from persons targeted by a fraudulent grants scheme. Let me state clearly and unequivocally, the
COFAR is not a grant making organization. The COFAR will never request banking information, social
security numbers, or other personally identifiable information to facilitate the issuance of a "grant."

According to reports, the scam artist claims to represent the COFAR when contacting the individual. Victims are
told they have been selected to receive a government grant ranging from $5,000 to $25,000. In order to receive
the grant money, the representative explains a "processing fee" ranging between $150 and $700 must be paid and
asks individuals for bank account information.

If you have received reports from anyone who may have been a victim of a government grant scam, please ask
them to file a complaint with the FTC online, or call toll-free,1-877-FTC-HELP (1-877-382-4357); TTY: 1-866-653-
4261. The FTC enters Internet, telemarketing, identity theft, and other fraud-related complaints into Consumer
Sentinel, a secure online database available to hundreds of civil and criminal law enforcement agencies in the U.S.
and abroad.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

SAM.GOV REGISTRATION REQUIRED TO SUBMIT YOUR FY 2013 FIRE PREVENTION APPLICATION

A valid registration in the System for Award Management (SAM), will be required in order to submit any AFG
program application. Federal law now requires that applicants to Federal grant programs have a valid registration
within SAM.gov at the time of registration. Applicants will be asked to affirm that they have a current registration
prior to submitting their application.

As part of the SAM.gov registration process, every eligible grantee must have their SAM.gov account validated
through the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and have their CAGE (Commercial and Government Entity) code
validated in order to be eligible for award. These validations are conducted as part of the registration process after
the organization has submitted their SAM.gov registration. A valid SAM.gov registration is now also required for
any payment or amendment request to an existing, open award. A valid SAM.gov registration is now also required
for any payment or amendment request to an existing, open award.

Don't delay, register today by visiting SAM.gov. SAM.gov is administered through the U.S. General Services
Administration (GSA). Technical assistance may be obtained through the Federal Service Desk at 866-606-8220.



https://www.sam.gov/portal/public/SAM/�
http://www.gsa.gov/portal/category/100000�
http://www.gsa.gov/portal/category/100000�

HOW TO APPLY

1. First, download and read the EY 2013 Fire Prevention and Safety Grants Funding Opportunity
Announcement (FOA). It explains the purpose of the grant program, activities eligible for support,
eligibility criteria, award criteria, application instructions, and Federal requirements for grantees.

2. Visit the Fire Prevention and Safety Grants homepage on the Assistance to Firefighters Grants (AFG)
Website and use the additional application resources below to help you develop your grant application.

0 FEY 2013 FP&S Grants Get Ready Guide: This short guide will help you kick-start your FY 2013
grant application. It identifies the most important elements of all the grant application questions.

0 FEY 2013 FP&S Grants Self-Evaluation Sheet: This tool is based on the application scoring
dimensions used by the peer reviewers. It will help you assess your organization's readiness to
apply for a grant and help you plan your application.

0 FP&S Grants Frequently Asked Questions

0 Video: Community Risk Assessment and Fire Prevention and Safety Grants. This video
describes how to conduct a risk assessment and how to use the results to plan and conduct fire
prevention and safety projects in your community.

0 Video: Fire Prevention and Safety Grants. This video covers the purpose of the FP&S Grants,
types of eligible organizations and activities, and award evaluation criteria.

3. Between February 18, 2014 and March 21, 2014 start your online grant application by going to the
FEMA E-Grant Application Access website at https://portal.fema.gov/famsVuWeb/home.

QUESTIONS?

Contact the AFG Help Desk if you have questions about the FY 2013 FP&S Grant Funding Opportunity
Announcement, online application, or any applicant resources. Help Desk Specialists will be available during the
application period, Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. ET. Toll-free telephone: 1-866-274-0960; e-
Mail: firegrants @fema.dhs.gov.

AFG Home Page: www.fema.gov/firegrants

AFG Regional Representatives: http://www.fema.gov/fire-grant-contact-information
AFG Help Desk: E-mail: firegrants@fema.dhs.gov

Telephone Toll-Free: 1-866-274-0960
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