
Off The Grid 

A winter storm has caused a power outage in your home. Now what do you do? Since the length of the 
outage can vary from a few hours to several days, you need to plan to get by without utilities for at least 
three days.  

Use FEMA’s “Going Off Grid: Utility Outages,” free, online activity module to reference simple steps to 
get prepared for an outage. This module also provides a food safety reference chart so you can know 
when to save food or when to discard it. Some utility outage checklist items include:  

 Document important phone numbers and vital power company information;  

 Locate and label your utility shutoffs; and  

 Have your disaster kit ready and stocked.  

The “Going Off Grid: Utility Outages” activity module is part of FEMA’s “Preparedness Activities for 
Communities Everywhere” tools, which educate individuals about relatively easy steps to take to 
become prepared for all types of hazards. The tools are designed for anyone to use in coordination with 
local emergency preparedness partners to help better prepare for emergencies.  
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