
Let Your Spirit of Service Soar 

Americans across the country recently honored the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King (MLK) through acts 
of service in their communities. For many, this holiday was observed as “a day on, not a day off” by 
distributing emergency supplies, volunteering at local soup kitchens, reading with children at youth 
centers and more.   

For many in the emergency management community, acts of service are a year round effort. Last year, 
several emergency challenges arose including dangerous wildfires, devastating tornadoes and floods. As 
we face challenges from natural disasters this year, your service will be needed to not only help during 
recovery but to spread the preparedness messages as we build a more resilient nation.  

Let the close of the MLK National Day of Service be your jump start to serving your community more this 
year. Here are a few ways to stay involved:  

 Encourage your family and community to Resolve to be Ready in 2014;  

 Plan your community day of action for spring 2014 and share it via Twitter using #PrepareAthon;  

 Join your local Citizen Corps Council;  

 If you’re between the ages of 12 and 17, consider applying to serve on the Youth Preparedness 
Council;  

 Get CERT trained in basic disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team 
organization and disaster medical operations; or 

 Join the discussion on the National Preparedness Community to collaborate with others on 
serving.  

The opportunities to serve are endless. To find more ways to serve, visit 
http://www.ready.gov/volunteer.  
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