
 

 

   

 
 

    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

   

  
 

 
 

  
  

  
 

 
    

 
  

   
 

  
  

  
   

 

December 23, 2002 

MEMORANDUM FOR:	  Doug Bellomo, P.E., Project Officer  
Eastern Studies Team  
 
Bill Blanton, Project Officer  
Central Studies Team  

     
FROM:    Mike Grimm, Acting Chief  
    Hazards Study Branch  

    (original signed)      

SUBJECT:  Procedure Memorandum  30 –   FEMA Levee Inventory System   

Background: The construction of levees and similar flood-protection structures, such as dikes 
and floodwalls, has had a significant effect on floodprone areas throughout the United States.  
These structures are intended to protect lives and property and are, therefore, of particular 
importance in identifying flood hazards and reducing flood losses.  

In 1984, in response to the growing number of National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) maps 
depicting credited flood protection structures, the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) created the Credited Structures Inventory.  FEMA designed the Inventory to identify all 
structures including levees, dikes, floodwalls, and road and railroad embankments shown as 
providing protection from the 1-percent-annual-chance (100-year) flood on effective and soon to 
be effective NFIP maps.  The objective of the inventory was to collect information that FEMA 
needs to determine priorities for future levee investigations and to monitor the operation and 
maintenance of these structures. 

In connection with the Inventory, FEMA developed the Credited Structures Inventory System 
(CSIS), a computerized database and information retrieval system.  The results of the Inventory 
were entered into the CSIS. 

Issue: Information about each credited structure within a state is assigned a unique number and 
is recorded by the appropriate Flood Map Production Coordination Contractor (MCC) on a 
Levee Inventory Data Entry Form (LIDEF), which was designed to contain information for each 
structure stored under that structure number.  The requirements for preparing LIDEFs and 
maintaining data in the CSIS are documented in Subsection 3.2.7.3 of the Guidelines and 
Specifications for Flood Hazard Mapping Partners. 

LIDEF records have not been regularly added to the CSIS since the early 1990s.  Since that 
time, technologies have advanced such that the CSIS is no longer cost-effective.  Subsequently, 
FEMA converted the data from the CSIS to Microsoft Access and placed it on a web-based 
platform. Thus, the requirements documented in Subsection 3.2.7.3 of the Guidelines would no 
longer apply. 
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Procedure Memorandum 30 – FEMA Levee Inventory System 

Action Taken: The purpose of this Procedure Memorandum is to establish a process for 
maintaining the new FEMA Levee Inventory System (FLIS) and provide a protocol for data 
entry to electronically store the System data. The process that FEMA and the MCCs must follow 
to accomplish this is presented below.  This new process will be incorporated into the next 
revision of the Guidelines. 

Final Procedure:  Effective January 2, 2003, the FLIS will be maintained by the MCCs as 
follows: 

The system, which is web-based,  allows the various FEMA partners access through a FEMA 
web site (temporarily housed at the web address http://flis.pbsjdfirm.com).  The MCCs  shall 
provide FEMA updated information, which the assigned MCC shall obtain during the review and 
processing of FEMA-contracted Flood Map Projects and community-initiated map revisions.  
When an MCC performs any action on a FIRM panel, all levees on the panel must be  
inventoried. The MCCs shall perform the inventory by checking and validating existing  
information in the new FLIS, or by adding a new record if one has not been entered.  All 
identified levees, both credited and non-credited, shall be added to the  FLIS.  This information  
should be recorded in the FLIS  during the preliminary  mapping stage whenever any part of a   
map panel is updated.  Additionally, the information should be checked during subsequent  
mapping stages to ensure accuracy of the data.    
 
The procedures for obtaining access to and for entering data into the FLIS are documented in a  
separately published User’s Guide available at each MCC.    PBS&J will temporarily maintain  
the FLIS until it is added to a FEMA website. Any questions or problems related to the FLIS  
should be directed to a System Administrator to be assigned to each MCC. PBS&J will be the  
host System Administrator and problems or questions about the System should be addressed to  
PBS&J a  This address is also listed in the User’s Guide.  
 

Attachment  
 
cc:  See Attached Distribution List  
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Procedure Memorandum  30  –  FEMA Levee Inventory System   
 
Distribution  List    (electronic distribution only)  

Federal Insurance and Mitigation Administration, Office of the Administrator 

•  Coughlin, Joe  
•  Howard, Mike  
•  Leiken, Howard  

Hazard Mapping Division 

•  Bellomo, Doug  
•  Blanton, Bill  
•  Cohn, Helen  
•  Crowell, Mark  
•  Croxdale, Cynthia  
•  Flowers, Anne  
•  Grimm, Mike  
•  Hake, Tony  
•  Hirsch, Emily  
•  Lichtenfels, Allyson  
•  Long, Kevin  
•  Lyle, Mary Anne  

FEMA Regional Offices 

•  Region I  
� Archiles, Robert  
� Goetz, Mike  
� Knowles, David  
� Merli, Kevin  
� Savramis, Dean  

•  Region II  
� Dabney, Mike  
� Rizzo, Sam  
� Swiren, Bruce  
� Weberg, Paul  

 
•  

� Frengs, Marty  
� Gunter, Robert  
� Janowicz, Jon  
� Roberts, Nikki  
� Thomas, Dave  

Region III 

•  Region IV  
� Algeo, Laura  
� Buckerfield, Bruce  
� Davison, Todd  
� Loar, Brad  
� Plisich, John  
� Vieira, Mark  
� Waliullah, Mohammed P.  

 
•  

� Fell, Terry  
� Hinterlong, Ken  
� Odeshoo, Janet  
� Schwartz, Norbert  

  

•  Lowe, Anthony  
•  Loyd, Paul  
•  Shea, Bob  

•  Lynch, Cecelia  
•  Magnotti, John  
•  McAfee, Scott  
•  Miller, Kathy  
•  Pajak, Mary Jean  
•  Pearson, Agnes  
•  Rooney, Paul  
•  Scruggs, Jay  
•  Scruggs, Priscilla  
•  Sharrocks, Fred  
•  Yuan, Max  

•  Region VI  
� Lee, Dennis  
� Orwat, Jim  
� Pagano, Frank  
� Quarles, Jack  
� Zimmerer, Gary  

•  Region VII  
� Bissell, Bob  
� Franke, Robert  
� Kirk, Phil  

•  Region VIII  
� Hillenburg, Michael  
� Ives, Robert  
� Liou, John  
� Olsen, Steve  

 
•  Region IX  

� Eldridge, Jack  
� Lenaburg, Ray  
� Sakumoto, Les  
� Ziolkowski, Sally  

•  Region X  
� Atkinson, Denise  
� Carey, Mark  
� Cook, Carl  
� Key, Debbie  
� Massey, Pat  
� Peebles, Eric  
� Weber, Joe  

Region V 
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Procedure Memorandum 30 – FEMA Levee Inventory System 

Mitigation Planning and Delivery Division 

•  Lawless, Margaret  

Outreach and Partnership Branch 

•  Gambel, John  
•  Mull, Melissa  

NFIP Bureau and Statistical Agent 

•  Berman, Eric  

Program Marketing and Partnership Division 

•  Lesser, Bill  
•  Pasterick, Edward  
•  Robinson, Mike  

Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs Division 

•  Fabrizio, Vince  
•  McCarthy, Fran  
•  Schaffer, Loretta  
•  Vrem, Mary Jo  
 
Program Finance and Industry Relations Division 

•  Fowler, Carmen  
•  Riggs, Verna  

Office of General Counsel 

•  Neal, Rick  
•  Herman, Mike  
 
Administration and Resources Planning; Financial and Acquisition Division 

•  Lewis, Chandra 

Flood Map Production Coordination Contractors (MCCs) 

•  DiCamillo, Vince (PBS&J)  
•  Momeni, Zekrollah (D&D)  
•  Pasquel, R. Fernando (MBJ)  

MCC G&S Team 

•  Eckhart, Chris (PBS&J)  
•  Kalaf, Stephen (D&D)  
•  Wild, Richard (MBJ)   

Map Service Center 

•  Walguarnery, Brenda  

Harvard Design and Mapping 

•  Wolpert, Nat  
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