
Pet Protection 

Dogs and cats are not immune to cold weather. If it is cold for you, it is cold for them! As the winter 
months approach, don’t forget to keep your pet safe. Create a pet disaster supply kit similar to the one 
you prepare for yourself. Their kit should include:  

 Food and water for at least five days for each pet;  

 Sturdy leashes, harnesses and carriers; and  

 Current identification, medications and medical records.  

All pets need appropriate protection against the cold weather. If you have a short haired breed, consider 
getting a coat or sweater with a high collar or turtleneck for them to wear.  

While outside, keep your pet close to you to avoid encountering antifreeze, a sweet but deadly poison 
that may be accessible on roads and in garages or driveways. Do you know the signs of antifreeze 
poisoning?  Symptoms usually appear 30 minutes to an hour after ingestion and occur in two phases.  

The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals lists guidelines to protect your animals 
when the mercury dips. Taking extra precautions during colder months will make sure your four-legged 
family members stay safe and warm! 
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