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Grant Programs Directorate 

 
 

OMB Control#: 1660- 
0115 
Expiration Date: 
10/31/2013 
FEMA Form: 024-0-1 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION SCREENING 
FORM 

 

Complete all of Section A, Section B, all of each portion(s) of Section C corresponding 
to checked blocks in Section B, and all of section D that apply to the project. 

 

A. PROJECT INFORMATION (complete all) 
 

DHS Grant Award Number: 2011-SS-00119 Grant Program: Homeland Security Grant 
Program 

 

Fiscal Year: 2011 

Project Title: FY 2011 Homeland Security Grant 

Grantee (SAA): North Carolina Department of 
Public Safety / North Carolina Emergency 
Management 

 

Grantee POC: NC Department of Public Safety / 
NC Emergency Management - Patty Moyer 

 

Mailing Address: 4238 Mail Service Center, 
Raleigh, NC 27699-4238 

 

E-mail: patty.moyer@ncdps.gov 
 

Dollar value of grant (if known): $750,000 

 
 
 
 
Sub grantee:North Carolina State Highway Patrol / 
Rowan County 

 

Subgrantee POC: NC State Highway Patrol - 
Captain R.V. West 

 

Mailing Address: 3318 Garner Road, TSU Bldg #2, 
Raleigh NC 27610 

 

E-mail: robert.west@ncdps.gov 

 

B. PROJECT TYPE 
 

Please check ALL the block(s) that best fit the scope of the project. 
 

1. Training and Exercises. Go to page 2. Complete all of Section C.1. 
 

2. Purchase of Equipment. Go to page 3. Complete all of Section C.2. 
 

3. Physical security enhancements.  Go to page 3. Complete all of Section C.3. 
 

4. Renovations/upgrades/modifications to existing structures. Go to page 3. Complete all of 
Section C.4. 

 

5. New construction/addition. Go to page 4. Complete all of Section C.5. 
 

6. Communication towers, related equipment, and equipment shelters. Go to page 5. 
Complete all of Section C.6. 

 

7. Other. If your project does not match any of these categories, go to page 6. Complete 
Section C.7 



Environmental and Historic Preservation Screening Form

2

 

 

 
 

The following information is required to initiate EHP review of the project. Based on the project’s scope of 
work, determine which project type applies below and complete that section. For multi-component projects or 
those that may fit into multiple project types, complete the section that best applies and provide a complete 
project description.The project description should contain a brief summary of what specific action is proposed, 
where it is proposed, and how it will be implemented. If the project involves multiple locations, information for 
each must be provided. Attach additional pages, if needed. 

 

Provide a complete project description: 

Site Name: 
High Rock Lake HP-1127 
North Carolina Dept. of Public Safety 
VIPER Program: Voice Interoperability Plan for Emergency Responders 

 
Site Location: 
Catfish Road (E911 address TBD) 
Richfield, NC 28137 
N 35° 35’ 44.03” NAD83 
W 80° 14’ 51.59” NAD83 

 
Purpose: 
Interoperable communications was identified in the General Assemblies Criminal Justice Information Network 
Report of 1995 as a critical need for public safety agencies when responding to emergencies. With the integration of 
VIPER, public safety officials of North Carolina will be able to communicate directly with other public safety 
officials without having to relay the message through a communication center. When put into place, VIPER, 
interoperable communication will benefit all public safety agencies when dealing with daily emergency calls or 
large scale disasters and the public due to improved emergency response. VIPER will make fire, rescue, and law 
enforcement agencies better able to serve the citizens of North Carolina. 

 
Project Description: 
The proposed emergency services communications tower compound will utilize approximately 187 linear feet of 
chain link fencing in order to fence the proposed emergency services tower compound. The proposed chain link 
fence is not anticipated to exceed 8-ft in height (including the proposed 3-strand barbed wire extension across the 
top) and encompass the proposed 31’ x 31’ x 46.5’ x 10.5’ x 37.5’x 30’ (six-sided, ~2,290-ft2) tower compound 
within the proposed 80-ft x 80-ft tower compound lease area. The proposed chain link fence posts shall be installed 
to a depth of approximately 3’3” below land surface and approximately 24 posts shall be installed. Access into the 
proposed restricted fenced tower compound will utilize a 12-ft wide access gate that is to be located on the 
northeastern side of the compound. 

 
The North Carolina Highway Patrol - Department of Public Safety proposes the construction of a 380-ft (395-ft with 
appurtenances) AGL self-support emergency services tower that will include an emergency diesel generator and 
equipment shelter and be located within a previously cleared portion of the property (formerly utilized as a logging 
deck) located atop a small unnamed hill, south of a portion of Catfish Road, north of a portion of Bringle Ferry 
Road, west of the High Rock Dam, approximately 8.5-miles north of the Town of Richfield, NC (Rowan County). 
The proposed tower site is located on the central portion of an approximately 435.64-acre property that is currently 
primarily occupied by undeveloped forested and silvicultural land uses. Access to the proposed emergency services 
facility will be provided by an existing earthen logging road which proceeds south from Catfish Road for 
approximately 2,134-ft until reaching the proposed fenced tower compound. The proposed tower compound location 
will be graded to a depth not to exceed 1-ft. below ground surface; geotextile fabric will then be placed upon the 
graded surface, before the addition of approximately 6” of #57 stone that will extend approximately 1-ft beyond the 
proposed fenced tower compound. 

 
Ground disturbance will be required for the proposed self-support tower with an assumed 36-ft face width at the 
base of the tower. Tower stabilization and anchoring (at the proposed tower centerline) will be provided by either a 
pad and pier foundation or concrete caisson as indicated by the tower manufacturer.   Generally, a pad & pier 
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foundation will be utilized to secure the proposed tower structure; however, this information will be determined by 
the tower manufacturer after all geotechnical studies have been completed. 

 
Ground disturbance will also be required for the proposed 11.5’ x 19’ North Carolina Department of Public Safety 
Equipment Shelter, associated concrete landing, and the placement of the proposed 40-kW Diesel Generator on a 
5.5’ x 9.5’ concrete pad. The proposed equipment shelter foundation shall be installed at a depth of at least 24” 
below land surface or below frost depth. The proposed generator pad foundation will be installed at a depth of 12” 
below land surface or below frost depth. All associated equipment will be located within the proposed fenced 
compound. 

 
Although not depicted on the Preliminary Zoning drawings dated 9-27-12, it is anticipated that a utility trench 
(power and telco) will be excavated to a depth of 30” below land surface and will extend south from Catfish Road, 
along the aforementioned existing logging road (within proposed 20-ft wide access easement), until reaching the 
proposed fenced tower compound. 

 
Special Elements of the Project: N/A 

 

Staging Areas and Easements: 
No staging areas have been identified for this undertaking although suitable areas appear to be located on and in the 
immediate vicinity of the parent property. 

 

 
 

C. PROJECT DETAILS 
 

1.  Training and Exercises (check each that applies): Classroom-based Field-based 
If the training is classroom and discussion-based only, and is not field-based, this form 
does not need to be completed and submitted.  All other training must provide the 
following: 

 

 a. Describe the scope of the proposed training or exercise (purpose, frequency, materials, 
and equipment needed, number of participants, and type of activities required) 
(Attach additional pages, if needed):........................................................................................    

 b. Will the field-based training take place at an existing facility having established 
procedures for that particular proposed training and exercise, and that conforms with 
existing land usedesignations (refer to Information Bulletin #329 
(http://fema.dps.mo.gov/empg/IB%20329_20090902.pdf) for furtherinformation)? .............. Yes 

 
 
 
No

   If yes, please provide the name and location of the facility (physical training site  
addressor latitude-longitude): .............................................................................................    

 

 If no, provide the location (physical project address or latitude-longitude)and a full 
description of the area where training will occur:...............................................................    

 

c. Does the field-based training/exercise differ in any way (including, but not limited to  
 frequency, amount of facilities/land used, materials or equipment used, number of  
 participants, type of activities) from previously permitted training exercises and training  
 practices?.................................................................................................................................. 

 

 If yes, explain any differences between the proposed activity and those that were 

Yes No

approved in the past, and the reason(s) for the change in scope: ........................................    
 

d. Will any equipment or structures need to be installed to facilitate training?............................ Yes No 
 

 If yes, explain how and where this is proposed to be done (include site-specific color 
photographs: .......................................................................................................................   
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2. Purchase of equipment (If the entire project is limited to purchase of mobile/portable 
equipment and there is no installation needed, you do not need to complete and submit 
this form.) 

 

a. Specify what equipment, and the quantity: According to the Preliminary Zoning drawings dated 9-27-12, 
the following equipment will be necessary for the proposed High Rock Lake tower facility: one 380’ self- 
support communication tower, one 11.5’ x 19’ telecommunications equipment shelter, one 40kWGenerac® 
diesel powered emergency generator, two Decibel DB-809 Omni antennas, one Tx/Rx Corp Tower Top 
Amplifier, one Andrew PL8-65F microwave dish, and all associated antenna mounting hardware and coaxial 
cable, chain link fencing and associated hardware, barbed wire, and #57 stone.  The aforementioned 
information is intended to be a summary of the anticipated expenditures associated with the proposed 
emergency services tower facility.  Exact amounts of all construction material including the #57 stone, 
fencing, barbed wire, concrete, geo-textile fabric, and all associated construction hardware, will be 
determined by the contractor prior to construction. 
 

b. Provide AEL number(s) (if known): ........................................................................................N/A 
 

c. Will this equipment be installed? ............................................................................................. Yes No 
 

 If Yes, go to page 6. Complete Section D. 
 
 
3. Physical security enhancements and or installations (for example: installation of back- 

up generators, fencing, cameras, building/room access control, bollards, motion 
detection systems, x-ray machines,and lighting). 

 

a. Describe what, how, and where improvement(s)/installation(s) will occur in/on the tower 
facility/building/structure: Approximately 187-linear feet of chain link fence is anticipated to be utilized to 
enclose the proposed six sided irregular shaped tower compound with dimensions measuring 31’ x 31’ x 
46.5’ x 10.5’ x 37.5’x 30’.  The proposed chain link fence posts shall be installed to a depth not exceeding 
3’-3” below  land  surface  and will not exceed 8-ft in height above ground level.   Additionally, one 
emergency  generator  will  be  located  within  the  northeastern  portion  of  the  proposed  fenced  tower 
compound and will be anchored to a 5.5’ x 9.5’ reinforced concrete pad.  The generator pad foundation will 
extend to a depth not to exceed 2-ft below land surface.  See attached Preliminary Zoning drawings dated 
9-27-12. 

 

b. Provide project location (physical project address and latitude-longitude): 
 

Catfish Road (E911 address TBD), Richfield, NC 28137 ~ N 35° 35' 44.03" ~W 80° 14' 51.59" 
 

c. Will the new equipment/improvements use the existing power supply systems? .................... Yes No 
If no, describe new power source and installation (such as utility trenching): Although not depicted on 
the  Preliminary Zoning drawings dated 9-27-12, it is anticipated that a utility trench for power will be 
excavated at a depth of 30” below land surface and will extend south from Catfish Road, along the 
aforementioned existing logging road (within proposed 20-ft wide access easement), until reaching the 
proposed fenced tower compound. 

 

d. If generator installation, please state the capacity (kW): Typical generators used at communication tower 
sites by the North Carolina Department of Public Safety range from 40-kW to 80-kW Generac® Industrial 
Diesel  Generators. It is anticipated that the High Rock Lake project will utilize a 40kW Generac diesel 
powered  generator. Diesel fuel will be stored in the double wall base tank associated with the proposed 
emergency generator. 

 

 If a separate fuel tank is also included, describe if it is to be installed above or below 
ground, and its capacity (gallons): ...................................................................................... N/A 

 

e. Go to Page 6. Provide additional project details in Section D. 
 
 
4. Renovations/upgrades/modifications to existing structures. 

 

a. Provide detailed description of  modifications: ........................................................................   
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b. Provide project location (physical project address and latitude-longitude): ............................             

c. Will any equipment need to be installed?................................................................................. Yes No 

 If yes, please note in Section 2, (purchase of equipment). 
 

f. Go to Page 6. Provide additional project details in Section D. 
 
 

5. New construction/addition (for example: emergency operations centers,docks, piers, 
security guardhouse). 

 

a. Provide detailed scope of work (site acreage, new facility square footage/number of stories, 
utilities, parking, stormwater features, etc): ............................................................................   

 

b. Provide project location (physical project address or latitude-longitude): ...............................   
 

c. Will any equipmentneed to be installed?.................................................................................. Yes No 
 

 If yes, pleasenote in Section 2(purchase of equipment). 
 

d. Will the new building/facility/renovations use existing utilities? ............................................ Yes No 
 

 If no, describe installation of new utilities in (a) above (including trenching): ..................   
 

e. Go to Page 6. Provide additional project details in Section D. 
 
 

6. Communication towers, related equipment, and equipment shelters 
 

a. Provide a detailed description of the project: The North Carolina Highway Patrol - Department of Public 
Safety proposes the construction of a 380-ft (395-ft with appurtenances) AGL self-support emergency 
services tower that will include an emergency diesel generator and equipment shelter and be located within 
a previously cleared area formerly utilized as a logging deck. The proposed tower facility will be located 
on an approximately 435.64-acre parcel of real-estate identified by the County of Rowan as Parcel # 506 
001,  located south of Catfish Road, north of Bringle Ferry Road, north of the Town of Richfield, NC 
(Rowan  County).  Access to the proposed emergency services facility will be provided by an existing 
earthen logging road which proceeds south from Catfish Road for approximately 2,134-ft until reaching the 
proposed fenced tower compound. The proposed tower compound location will be graded to a depth not to 
exceed 1-ft.,  geotextile fabric  will  then  be  placed  upon  the  graded  surface,  before  the  addition  of 
approximately 6”  of #57 stone that will extend approximately 1-ft beyond the proposed fenced tower 
compound. 

 

The proposed 380-ft (395-ft with appurtenances) self-support tower, associated equipment shelter, and 
proposed 40kW Diesel Generator will be located within an irregular shaped fenced tower compound with 
dimensions measuring 31’x 31’ x 46.5’ x 10.5’ x 37.5’x 30’ (2,290 sq. ft). Tower stabilization and 
anchoring at the proposed tower centerline will be provided by either a pad and pier foundation or concrete 
caisson as indicated by the tower manufacturer. Generally a pad & pier foundation will be utilized to 
secure the proposed tower structure; however, this information will be determined by the tower 
manufacturer after all geotechnical studies have been completed. The emergency generator will  be 
anchored to a 5.5’ x 9.5’ reinforced concrete pad. The emergency generator pad will extend to a depth not 
to exceed 2’ below land surface. The equipment shelter will be anchored to an 11.5’ x 19’ reinforced 
concrete pad that will extend to a depth of 2’ below land surface. 

 
The proposed 380-ft (395-ft with appurtenances) self-support emergency services tower is anticipated to 
support two (2) Decibel DB-809 Omni antennas, one (1) TX/RX Corp Tower Top Amplifier, and one (1) 
Andrew PL8-65F microwave dish. The Decibel DB810-K Omni antennas measure 3-inches in diameter 
and are ~15-ft tall. One Omni antenna will be located at an approximate elevation of 380-ft (extending to 
395-ft) AGL, the additional Omni antenna will be located at an approximate elevation of 350-ft (extending 
to  365-ft).  Additionally,  a  TX/RX  Corporation  800  MHz  tower  top  amplifier  will  be  located  at  an 
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approximate elevation of 380-ft AGL and measures 3’x1’x 1’  An Andrew PL8-65F microwave dish will 
be located at an approximate elevation of 300-ft AGL and measures 8-ft in diameter. 

 
b. Provide project location (physical project address or latitude-longitude): 

 

Catfish Road (E911 address TBD), Richfield, NC 28137 & ~ N 35° 35' 44.03" ~W 80° 14' 51.59" 
 

c. Provide the elevation above mean sea level of the project location:768.3-ft AMSL 
 

d. For projects involvingantenna(s) installations on existing towers: 
 

 Provide the height of the existing tower: N/A 
 

 The height of the tower following the installation of the new antenna(s):N/A 
 

e. For new tower projects, state the total height (in feet) of the communication tower or 
Structure including any antennae to be mounted:380-ft (395-ft with appurtenances) 

 

 If the proposed tower height is greater than 199 feet above ground level, state why 
this is needed to meet the requirements of the project: In order to achieve the greatest amount of 
coverage area, a tower of this height was necessary. Additionally, a tower of this height is able to 
provide  a  significantly  greater  amount  of  coverage  within  this  portion  of  Rowan  County,  thus 
eliminating the need for numerous additional towers within the immediate vicinity. 

 

 Will the tower be free-standing or require guy wires? ......................... Free standing Guy wires 
 

 If guy wires are required, state number of bands and how many:N/A 
 

 State why a guyed tower is needed to meet the requirements of this project:N/A 
 

 What kind of lighting will be installed, if any (for example: white strobe, red strobe, 
or steady burning?):The proposed tower is anticipated to be equipped with a dual mode medium 

intensity lighting system which utilizes medium intensity white strobe lights during the daylight hours and 
a red strobe light at night. 

 

f. A general description of terrain (For example: mountainous, rolling hills, flat to 
undulating):small rolling hills; sloping to the north in the vicinity of the proposed tower and access road; 
located atop a small unnamed hill, south of High Rock Lake and west of the High Rock Lake Dam 

 

g. Describe the frequency and seasonality of fog/low cloud cover: According to information obtained from 
City-Data.com, ~35-50% of the days are cloudy in Richfield, NC, with the highest frequency of cloudy 
days occurring from November through April 

 

h. Provide a list of habitat types and land use on and adjacent to the tower site (within ½ mile), 
by acreage and percentage of total (e.g., woodland conifer forest, grassland, agriculture) 
waterbody, marsh): 
Forested/silvicultural (mixed pine/hardwood) – 87% (~435-acres) 
Residential – 13% (~65-acres) 

 

i. Is there evidence of bird roosts or rookeries present within ½-mile of the proposed site?....... Yes No 
 

a.  If yes, describe: ...................................................................................................................N/A 
 

 Distance to nearest wetland area (for example: forested swamp, marsh, riparian, marine) 
and coastline if applicable: According to the National Wetland Inventory (NWI) map for the proposed 
High Rock Lake tower site, no wetlands were identified on the parent property. However, a small 
manmade pond is located ~0.30-miles southwest of the proposed tower site.   An additional small 
manmade pond is located ~0.37-miles west-southwest of the proposed tower site. The proposed tower 
is located ~0.42-miles south of a portion of High Rock Lake and ~0.75-miles west of a portion of the 
Yadkin River (downstream of the High Rock Dam which forms High Rock Lake). 



Environmental and Historic Preservation Screening Form

7

 

 

 
 

i. Distance to nearest telecommunication tower: According to the FCC Antenna Structure Registration (ASR) 
search, the nearest communications tower is located ~5.5 miles north of the proposed emergency services 
tower and is a 258-ft AGL self support tower owned by Crown Communication, LLC 

 

j. Have measures been incorporated for minimizing impacts to migratory birds? ...................... Yes No 
 

 If yes, describe: The proposed tower is under 400-ft AGL and will be of a self-support design thus 
eliminating impacts caused by guyed wires. Further, the proposed tower is not located within 0.5-miles of 
any known bird rookeries. According to correspondence with the USFWS – Asheville Field Office the 
nearest recorded rookery is located approximately 1.3-miles east-southeast of the proposed site. In addition 
the proposed tower will be located within a previously disturbed area (logging deck), and will utilize an 
existing earthen access drive, minimizing potential habitat loss and fragmentation. 

 

k. Has an FCC registration been obtained for this tower? ............................................................ Yes No 
 

 If yes, provide Registration #:.............................................................................................1286321 
 

l. Has the FCC E106 process been completed? ........................................................................... Yes No 
 

m. Has the FCC Tower Construction Notification System (TCNS) process been completed? ..... Yes No 
 

 If yes, attach all relevant environmental documentation submitted as part of the 
registration process including use of the Tower Construction Notification System 
(TCNS), if applicable.FRN# ...............................................................................................0001913888 

 

n. Will any equipment or structures need to be installed? ............................................................ Yes No 
 

 If yes, explain what type how and where this is proposed to be done (attach additional 
pages, if pages needed): Ground disturbance will be required for the construction of the proposed 380-ft 

(395-ft with appurtenances) self-supportcommunications tower, associated equipment shelter, and proposed 
40kWdiesel  generator  that  will  be  located  within  an  irregular  shaped  fenced  tower  compound  with 
dimensions measuring 31’x 31’ x 46.5’ x 10.5’ x 37.5’x 30’ (2,290 sq. ft ).   Tower stabilization and 
anchoring will be provided by either a pad and pier foundation or concrete caisson as indicated by the 
tower manufacturer. This information will be determined by the tower manufacturer after all geotechnical 
studies have been completed. The emergency generator will be anchored to a 5.5’ x 9.5’ reinforced 
concrete pad. The emergency generator pad will extend to a depth not to exceed 2’ below land surface. 
The equipment shelter will be anchored to an 11.5’ x 19’ reinforced concrete pad that will extend to a depth 
of 2’ below land surface.  See attached Preliminary Zoning drawings dated 9-27-12. 

 

 o. Will equipment be co-located on existing FCC licensed tower or other structure? ................. Yes No 
 

 If yes, identify the type of structure: ...................................................................................N/A 

p. Go to Page 6. Provide additional project details in Section D. 

 
7.   

Other. For any project that does not fit a category listed above, please provide a thorough 
summary of the proposed action and location. Include as much detail as necessary to 
ensure someone not personally familiar with the project is able to conduct an EHP review. 

 a. Project Summary: 

  
 

Although not depicted on the Preliminary Zoning drawings dated 9-27-12, it is anticipated that a utility
trench will be excavated to a depth of 30” below land surface and will extend south from Catfish Road,
along the aforementioned existing logging road (within proposed 20-ft wide access easement),  until
reaching the proposed fenced tower compound. 

  
 

Access to the proposed emergency services facility will be provided by an existing earthen logging road
which proceeds south from Catfish Road for approximately 2,134-ft until reaching the proposed fenced
tower compound. The proposed access route is not anticipated to require improvements. 

  
b. 

 
Provide additional project details in Section D. 
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D. OTHER PROJECT RELATED INFORMATION (complete all that apply) 
The following website may provide some additional EHP related guidance and resources to help 
complete this section http://www.fema.gov/plan/ehp/ehp-applicant-help.shtm#5. 

 

1. If work is proposed on/in an existing building(s) or structure(s) provide the year built: ................N/A 
 

 If the building or structure involved is over 45 years old and significant renovation, 
rehabilitation, or modification has occurred, please provide the year(s) and briefly 
describe the nature of remodeling: .............................................................................................N/A 

 

2. If the project affects the exterior of the building, are there any known buildings and/or structures 
that are 45 years or older in the immediate project area? ................................................................ Yes No 

 

 If yes, please provide the location, ground-level color photos of these, and identify their 
location(s) on the aerial map. 

 

3. Is the building or structure on which work is proposed a historic property or in a historic district, 
or are there any adjacent historic properties?   ............................................................................... Yes No 

 

 Information about historic properties may be found on the National Register of Historic 
Places at http://nrhp.focus.nps.gov/natreghome.do?searchtype=natreghome or the respective 
State Historic Preservation Office may have information on their website. 

 

4. Will ground disturbance be required to complete the project? ........................................................ Yes No 
 

 If yes, provide total extent (depth, length and width) of each unique ground disturbing 
activity.  Light poles, bollards and fencing are each unique ground disturbing activities 
(For example, six light poles, 24” dia. x 4’ deep; trenching 12” x 500’ x 18" deep): Ground disturbance will 
be required for the construction of the proposed 380-ft (395-ft with appurtenances) self-support emergency 
services tower, associated equipment shelter, and proposed 40Kw Diesel Generator that will be located 
within an irregular shaped fenced tower compound with dimensions measuring 31’ x 31’ x 46.5’ x 10.5’ x 
37.5’x 30’ (~2,290-ft2). Approximately 187-linear feet of chain link fence will be utilized to secure the 
proposed six sided irregular shaped tower compound. The approximately 24 proposed chain link fence posts 
shall be installed to a depth not exceeding 3’3” below land surface and will not exceed 8-ft. in height above 
ground level. Tower stabilization and anchoring will be provided by either a pad and pier foundation or 
concrete caisson as indicated by the tower manufacturer. This information will be determined by the tower 
manufacturer after all geotechnical studies have been completed. The emergency generator will be anchored 
to a 5.5’ x 9.5’ reinforced concrete pad foundation.  The emergency generator pad foundation will extend to 
a depth not to exceed 2’ below land surface. The equipment shelter will be anchored to an 11.5’ x 19’ 
reinforced concrete pad that will extend to a depth of 2’ below land surface. See attached Preliminary 
Zoning Drawings dated 9-27-12. 

 

Although not depicted on the Preliminary Zoning drawings dated 9-27-12, it is anticipated that a utility 
trench (power and telco) will be excavated to a depth of 30” below land surface and will extend south from 
Catfish Road, along the aforementioned existing logging road (within proposed 20-ft wide access easement), 
until reaching the proposed fenced tower compound. 

 

5. Has the ground been previously disturbed?..................................................................................... Yes No 
 

 If yes, please describe the current disturbed condition of the area (for example, parking 
lot, roadway right-of-way, commercial development): 
Significant previous ground disturbance has occurred at the proposed tower site.  The area surrounding the 
proposed tower compound has been previously cleared and grubbed for use as a logging deck. The 
proposed access easement is occupied by an existing earthen logging road. 

 

6. Are there technical drawings or site plans available, if yes please attach. ...................................... Yes No 
 

7. Attach color site photographs: 

 Ground-level color site photos that provide context and show where site work/physical 
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10. Is there any previously completed agency coordination for this project (for example  
 correspondence with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, State Historic PreservationOffice  
 (SHPO), Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO), or permitting agencies? ............................. 

 
 If yes, please attach documentation unless included in NEPA documentation identified 

Yes No

 
 

installations are proposed (label photos), 

 Ground-level color photographs of each side of the building involved. 

 Aerial color photograph with project limits outlined and with the location of any 
proposed installations identified. 

 Aerial color photograph(s) showing all ground disturbing activities (if applicable). 
 

8. Is the project part of an approved plan such as a Master Plan or an Implementation Plan or any 
larger action/project? ...................................................................................................................... Yes No 

 

 If yes,provide the plan/project name and brief description: ....................................................... 

North Carolina Dept. of Public Safety - VIPER Program 
 

Interoperable communications was identified in the General Assemblies Criminal Justice Information Network 
Report of 1995 as a critical need for public safety agencies when responding to emergencies. With the 
integration of VIPER, public safety officials of North Carolina will be able to communicate directly with other 
public safety officials without having to relay the message through a communication center. When put into 
place, VIPER, interoperable communication will benefit all public safety agencies when dealing with daily 
emergency calls or large scale disasters. VIPER will make fire, rescue, and law enforcement agencies better 
able to serve the citizens of North Carolina. 

 

9. Is there any previously completed environmental documentation for this project (for example: 
Environmental Impact Statement, Environmental Assessment, wetland delineation, 
archaeological study)? .....................................................................................................................     Yes       No 

 

 If yes, please attach documentation. If a NEPA document, what was the decision? (Check 
one, and please attach): 

 

Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) or 

Record of Decision (ROD) 

FCC NEPA Checklist Document Determined No Environmental Assessment required, 
therefore Categorically Excluded from the completion of an Environmental Assessment. 

 

Name of preparing agency: Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. 

Date approved: April 18, 2013 
 

 
 
 
 
 

above. 
 
 

11. Provide FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), with project limits outlined. FIRM maps can 
be created from: http://www.fema.gov/hazard/map/firm.shtm 

 

12. Provide U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) Map created from: 
http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html 
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NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

(NCDENR) 

EMERGENCY GENERATORS EXEMPTION MEMORANDUM DATED 

JANUARY 24, 2007 

 









 

 

 

 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION (FCC) 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) 

CHECKLIST 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

                NEPA COMPLIANCE CHECKLIST 
PROPOSED 380-FOOT 

SELF-SUPPORT LATTICE 
 

SITE NAME: HIGH ROCK LAKE 
SITE NUMBER: HP-1127 

 
 

CATFISH ROAD 
RICHFIELD, NC 

(ROWAN COUNTY) 
 
 

LATITUDE: N 35 35’ 44.034 ± 
LONGITUDE: W 80 14’ 51.596 ± 

 
 

DATE INSPECTED: AUGUST 9, 2012 
DATE NEPA ISSUED: APRIL 18, 2013 

 
 

  
                                                                        COMPLETED BY:  

 
George T. Swearingen, III 

 
  Of 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Site Specific  
NEPA Compliance Checklist 

High Rock Lake 
 NC Highway Patrol Site# HP-1127 

 
 



 

April 18, 2013

 

3703 Junction Boulevard, Raleigh, NC 27603-5263  O) 919.661.6351  F) 919.661.6350 
gswearingen@tepgroup.net  

 

Ms. Tanya Luter 
VIPER Project Manager 
North Carolina State Highway Patrol 
3318 Garner Road 
Raleigh, NC 27610 
 
Re: NEPA Checklist 
 NC Highway Patrol Site # HP-1127 

High Rock Lake Site 
 Catfish Road 
 Richfield, Rowan County, NC  
 
Dear Ms. Luter: 
 
Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. (TEP) conducted a FCC Compliance NEPA Checklist (NEPA) for the proposed lease 
area associated with the proposed 380-ft AGL Self-Support Lattice Communications Tower for the site designated as High 
Rock Lake (NC Highway Patrol Site # HP-1127), and is pleased to submit the findings to the NC Highway Patrol.  The 
existing site is located on a parcel of real estate in Rowan County, NC.  (The parent property and the adjacent properties were 
occupied by a mix of low density residential and undeveloped forested land uses at the time of the site inspection.)    
 
The NEPA Checklist research conducted by TEP indicates that the site is not: located in an officially designated wilderness 
area; located in an officially designated wildlife preserve; located in a floodplain; located in a residential zoned area and 
required to be equipped with high intensity white lights; and will not: affect threatened or endangered species or their 
designated critical habitats; affect districts, sites, buildings, structures or objects listed or eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places; affect Indian religious sites; or involve significant changes to surface features.   
 
TEP with the assistance of R.S. Webb and Associates conducted the Section 106 of the NHPA portion of the NEPA checklist 
and the Native American consultation.  TEP filed the proposed High Rock Lake site with the FCC Tower Construction 
Notification System (TCNS) on 2/12/13 and was assigned TCNS Identification Number 92484.  TEP has received 
correspondence from, or referred to the FCC, all of the applicable tribes with known ancestral and/or aboriginal rights to 
Rowan County, NC.   
 
The results of the NEPA Checklist conducted by TEP conclude that no further investigation (i.e. NEPA Environmental 
Assessment) is warranted or recommended for the High Rock Lake Site. 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
 
Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. 
George T. Swearingen, III 
Environmental Manager 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section I – NEPA Checklist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
FCC NEPA COMPLIANCE AUDIT CHECKLIST 

 
  HIGH ROCK LAKE SITE 

NC HIGHWAY PATROL SITE# HP-1127 
CATFISH ROAD 
RICHFIELD, NC 

ROWAN COUNTY 
 
 
 

1. Is the proposed facility located in an officially designated wilderness area? No 
 
2. 

 
Is the proposed facility located in an officially designated wildlife preserve? 

 
No 

 
3. 

 
Will the proposed facility likely affect threatened or endangered species or designated 
critical habitats; or likely jeopardize the continued existence of any proposed endangered 
or threatened species; or likely result in the destruction or adverse modification of 
proposed critical habitats (as determined by the Endangered Species Act or 1973)? 

 
 
 
 

No 
 
4. 

 
Will the proposed facility affect districts, sites, buildings, structures or objects significant 
in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering or culture, that are listed (or 
eligible for listing) in the National Register of Historic Places? 

 
 
 

No 
 
5. 

 
Will the proposed facility affect Indian religious sites? 

 
No 

 
6. 

 
Is the proposed facility located in a floodplain? 

 
No 

 
7. 

 
Will construction of the proposed facility involve significant change in surface features 
(e.g., wetland fill, deforestation or water diversion)? 

 
 

No 
 
8. 

 
Is the proposed facility located in a residential neighborhood and is required to be 
equipped with high intensity white lights (as defined by local zoning law)? 

 
 

No 
 
If any of the above questions result in an answer of “yes”, then construction may not start on any of these sites prior to 
receipt of a finding of no significant impact by FCC. 

 
RF Exposure Screening Under NEPA 

 
 
9A. 

 
Will the proposed NON-ROOFTOP facility equal or exceed total power (of all channels) 
of 2000 watts ERP (3280 Watts EIRP) and have antennas located less than 10 meters 
above ground level? 

 
 
 

No 
 
9B. 

 
Will the proposed ROOFTOP facility equal or exceed total power (of all channels) of 2000 
watts ERP (3280 Watts EIRP)? 

 
 

N/A 
 
IF “yes” is the answer to either of the two RF exposure questions, an evaluation must be performed to determine if the 
North Carolina Highway Patrol exceeds the FCC’s exposure limits. 

 
TOWER ENGINEERING PROFESSIONALS, INC.      Date:       April 18, 2013 
 
Print Name: George T. Swearingen, III 

 
Signature: 

 
 
 



The following provides additional information concerning each item on the checklist. 
 
1. Designated Wilderness Areas – Based on review of the National Wilderness Institute Map of Wilderness 

Areas, Wild & Scenic Rivers, National Natural Landmarks and UN Biosphere Reserves, dated 1995, and the 
Wilderness.net - U.S. National Wilderness Preservation System Map, the proposed tower site is not located 
within an officially designated wilderness area. 

 
2. Designated Wildlife Preserves – Based on review of the US Fish and Wildlife Service: National Wildlife 

Refuge System Map, dated September 30, 2004, the proposed tower site is not located within an officially 
designated wildlife preserve. 

 
3A. Listed Threatened or Endangered Species or Designated Critical Habitats - Based on review of the element 

occurrences of federally listed, threatened and endangered species and their critical habitats within a 2-mile 
radius of the proposed tower site, as obtained from the North Carolina Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources: Natural Heritage Program Online Virtual Workroom, an on-site investigation, and 
correspondence with the USFWS-Asheville Field Office, no listed threatened or endangered species occur at 
the proposed tower site. In addition, no critical habitats were identified on the proposed tower site. Therefore, 
it is not likely that the construction of the proposed tower will affect threatened or endangered species or their 
critical habitats.  

 
3B. Proposed Threatened or Endangered Species or Proposed Critical Habitats - Based on review of the element 

occurrences of federally proposed threatened and endangered species and their critical habitats within a 2-mile 
radius of the proposed tower site, as obtained from the North Carolina Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources: Natural Heritage Program Online Virtual Workroom, an on-site investigation, and 
correspondence with the USFWS-Asheville Field Office, none of the proposed threatened or endangered 
species occur on the proposed tower site. The proposed tower site is not located within an area qualifying as 
proposed critical habitats. Further, the construction of the proposed tower is not likely to adversely impact 
proposed threatened or endangered species or their critical habitats. 

 
4. Historical Places – Based on the results of our coordination with Historic Rockwell Museum, Rowan Museum, 

Inc., Rowan County Historic Landmarks Commission, Rowan County Historic Properties Commission, 
Salisbury Historic Preservation Commission, Spencer Historic District Commission, Rowan County 
Department of Planning & Development, and the North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources – State 
Historic Preservation Office (NCDCR-SHPO), the construction of the proposed tower will “Not Affect” 
properties listed on or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places within the 0.75-mile Area 
of Potential Effect (APE). 

 
5. Indian Religious Sites – Based upon a review of available information obtained from the North Carolina 

Department of Cultural Resources, the Native American Consultative Database, the Bureau of Indian Affairs-
Indian Reservations in the Continental United States, dated 5/96, and the responses to the FCC-Tower 
Construction Notification ID #92484, filed February 12, 2013, no known Indian religious sites will be affected 
by the proposed tower site. 

 
6. Floodplains – Based on review of the floodplain map of the area (FIRM Community-Panel No. 3710662600K, 

dated June 16, 2009 the proposed tower site is not located within a special flood hazard area as determined by 
FEMA.  

 
7. Surface Features – Based on our on-site investigation and a review of the National Wetland Inventory map of 

the area, the proposed tower is not anticipated to result in a significant change or modification to surface 
features such as fill in jurisdictional wetlands, deforestation, or water diversion. 

 
8. Zoning/High Intensity White Lights – The proposed tower is 380-feet AGL, the use of high intensity white 

lights should not be necessary.  The tower is anticipated to be equipped with a dual mode medium intensity 
lighting system.  

  
9A. Radio Frequency Emissions – Based on the specified elevation of the proposed antennas (>10 meters) and 

because the site will be located within a restricted area, no further study concerning radio frequency emissions 
is required.   



 
 
 
 
 

Section II - FCC 620 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





































R.S. Webb & Associates
Cultural Resource Management Consultants

2800 Holly Springs Parkway • P.O. Drawer 1319
Holly Springs, Georgia  30142

Phone: 770-345-0706 • Fax: 770-345-0707

October 26, 2012

Mr. George Swearingen
Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc.
3703 Junction Boulevard
Raleigh, North Carolina 27603-5263 

Subject: Proposed Telecommunications Tower Project
Direct and Visual Effects Consultation
High Rock Lake Tower, Rowan County, North Carolina 
R.S. Webb & Associates No. 12-206-050.1

Dear Mr. Swearingen:

BACKGROUND
R.S. Webb & Associates (RSWA), a professional cultural resources management firm, conducted an
archeological and historic structures survey of the above-referenced telecommunications tower project area.
This survey was conducted at the request of and based upon location information provided by Tower
Engineering Professionals, Inc.(TEP).  The proposed High Rock Lake  telecommunications tower is a 380-
foot (ft) self-supported structure.  The proposed tower site is located south of Catfish Road, east of its
intersection with Panther Point Road, near Richfield, Rowan County, North Carolina, (USGS High Rock and
Gold Hill, North Carolina Quadrangles).  The methods, results, and conclusions of this assessment are
presented below, along with a project location map (Figure 1), an archeological survey coverage map (Figure
2), a photograph location map (Figure 3), and photographs (1 through 12). 

METHODS
Direct Effects: Archeological background research for the proposed High Rock Lake tower project was
conducted by TEP; it included a search of the archeological site records at the Office of State Archeology in
Raleigh, North Carolina.  The Area of Potential Effects (APE) for direct effects is limited to the areas that
will be physically disturbed by this undertaking. The area is based on the information provided to RSWA by
TEP and is shown in a site sketch map (Figure 2). The APE for direct effects consists of the proposed 80-ft
by 80-ft tower lease area.  The landscape surrounding the proposed tower pad and that along the access
corridor, was scanned for historic ornamental vegetation, surface features, and other indications of historic
occupation and use.  Shovel test soils were screened through 0.25 inch (in) hardware cloth to enhance the
recovery of artifacts. Photos 1-8 show views across the proposed tower site and existing access road, and they
illustrate the nature of the proposed tower site.

Indirect (Visual) Effects: Historic resources background research for the proposed High Rock Lake tower
project was conducted by TEP; it included a search of the National Register of Historic Places and Rowan
County structure survey records at the North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office (NCSHPO) in
Raleigh, North Carolina. The project APE for visual effects is based on the standards set forth in the March
7, 2005 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement, and is set at three-fourths of a mile for this undertaking.  

DIRECT EFFECTS RESULTS
A review of the records of the Office of State Archeology indicated that there are four recorded archeological
sites located within one mile of the proposed High Rock Lake tower site.  The nearest of these sites are



Proposed Telecommunications Tower Project -High Rock Lake Tower         Page 2
Richfield, Rowan County, North Carolina
October 26, 2012

located approximately 0.6 mile north and east of the proposed tower location, at or near the maximum pool
level of High Rock Lake.  On Monday October 15, 2012, Mr. Neil J. Bowen, Historian with RSWA,
intensively surveyed the proposed tower project area.  

The proposed tower lease area is surrounded by new growth pine trees, and is set within a graded and eroded
area astride an existing trail road (Photos 1-4).  Due to the disturbed nature of the site, one screened shovel
test was excavated at the proposed tower center, and three surface inspections transects were performed across
the proposed site (Figure 2).  Soil profiles at the tower site revealed approximately 3 in of brown silty sand
over reddish-brown clay loam (Photo 5).  No artifacts or features associated with prehistoric or historic
occupation/use of the proposed tower lease area were observed in the shovel test excavated or upon the
surface within the project APE for direct effects.

VISUAL EFFECTS RESULTS
A review of historic structure records at NCSHPO indicated that two historic structures are located along
Bringle Ferry Road within the tower APE for visual effects (Figures 1 and 3).  The Wyatts Grove Church
(Photo 9) is located approximately 0.65 mile southwest and the J.C. Morgan House (Photo 11) is located
approximately 0.41 mile southeast of the proposed tower site.  Photographs 10 and 12 show respective views
from these locations to the proposed tower site.   Dense, mature vegetation and terrain elevation prevent direct
views from these cultural resource locations.

CONCLUSIONS
No archeological sites, artifacts, or features were uncovered during the investigation of the project APE for
direct effects.  There are two cultural resources located within the project APE for indirect (visual) effects,
but they have no direct view to the proposed tower site.  It is the opinion of RSWA that the proposed High
Rock Lake tower project will have no adverse effect on cultural resources eligible for inclusion in the NRHP.

CLOSING COMMENTS
Mr. Swearingen, thank you for the opportunity to work on the High Rock Lake telecommunications project
with Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc..  Please contact Mr. Neil Bowen at 770-345-0706 if you have any
questions concerning our findings.

Sincerely, 
R.S. WEBB & ASSOCIATES

Neil J. Bowen                          Robert S. Webb                      
Historian President, Senior Principal Archeologist

Attachments: Figures 1, 2, and 3; Photographs 1 through 12.



Map Reference: 7.5 Minute USGS Quadrangles Scale
            High Rock (1980 PI 1983) and    0                           610 meters
            Gold Hill (1962 PI 1983), North Carolina

   0    2000 feet

Figure 1  Tower Location Map
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Photo 1 - View From Proposed Tower Lease Area Looking North Along Existing Access

Photo 2 -  View From Proposed Tower Lease Area Looking South



Photo 3 -  View From Proposed Tower Lease Area Looking East

Photo 4 - View From Proposed Tower Lease Area Looking West



Photo 5 - View of Shovel Test Excavated at Proposed Tower Center

Photo 6 - View of Existing Access Looking Southeast From Catfish Road



Photo 7 - View Along Catfish Road Looking Southwest From Existing Access

Photo 8 - View Along Catfish Road Looking Northeast From Existing Access



Photo 9 - View of Wyatts Grove Church Looking South

Photo 10 - View Looking Northeast From Wyatts Grove Church Toward Proposed Tower



Photo 11 - View of J.C. Morgan House Looking Southwest

Photo 12 - View of J.C. Morgan House Looking Northwest Toward Proposed Tower



















 NEIL J. BOWEN 
 
 Historian 
 
EDUCATION:      A. A., Georgia Perimeter College, 2000 

B. A., History, Georgia State University, 2002 
 
 
 CAREER SUMMARY 
Mr. Bowen has 5 years experience in different aspects and the various phases of cultural resource management.  He has 
conducted extensive literature research including deed research, archival research, and informal and formal oral 
interviews resulting in the writing of histories for more than 100 projects in Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, and Florida, .  Mr. Bowen has participated in archeological fieldwork including survey, testing, and data 
recovery, and has contributed to the writing and production of archaeological reports.  He has experience with 
archeological lab techniques and has assisted with artifact analysis.  Mr. Bowen has experience in Section 106 field 
assessment techniques and has conducted fieldwork for telecommunications tower projects throughout the southeastern 
United States.  Mr. Bowen has experience in photographic and historical documentation of various historic structures 
across Georgia, historical research (including genealogy) concerning historic cemeteries in Georgia and South Carolina, 
and he has extensive experience with archeological investigations and historical research of Civil War sites in Georgia.  
 
Through his enrollment in the Heritage Preservation program at Georgia State University, Mr. Bowen gained experience 
with historic preservation laws, the conservation of historic building materials, and historic resource evaluation.  
Additionally, he contributed to the writing of historic structure reports, helped develop community design guidelines, and 
has written National Register nominations.     
  
Mr. Bowen has served as historian and/or co-author on many cultural resource reports in Georgia and South Carolina 
during the past five years.  Mr. Bowen served as historian and/or field technician for the following selected projects 
involving archeology, Civil War sites, historic structure documentation, telecommunications tower site evaluations, 
cemetery delineation, and research:  
 
 SELECTED HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECTS 
 

The John Brown House, Bulloch County, Georgia. 
 

Archival and Photographic Documentation of the Tau Epsilon Phi and Chi Phi Fraternity Houses, Clarke 
County Georgia. 

 
The Thomas Yeomans House, Emanuel County, Georgia. 
 
The Wood-Hudson family cemetery, Fulton County, Georgia. 

 
The Harrison-Addington family cemetery, Gwinnett County, Georgia.  
 
Archeological Phase III data recovery of an 18th Century plantation, Beaufort County, South Carolina. 

 
Archeological phase III data recovery of an early Archaic site, Gwinnett County, Georgia. 

 
Archeological phase I survey of a 5,000 acre tract in Jasper County, South Carolina. 

 
Oakdale-Turner Road data recovery and documentation, Johnston=s River Line, Cobb County, Georgia. 

 
Phase II archeological excavation of the Cheney House, Cobb County, Georgia. 

 
Reconnaissance and/or phase I archeological surveys of Civil War sites in Cobb County, Georgia. 
 
Archaeological and historic resource evaluation for telecommunications tower projects in Alabama, Georgia, 
Tennessee, South Carolina, and Florida. 
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1) Photo facing northeast along Catfish Road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Photo facing southwest along Catfish Road. 
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3) Photo facing south from Catfish Road towards proposed access easement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Photo facing north along the proposed access easement. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5) Photo facing north along the proposed access easement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6) Photo facing north from proposed tower centerline. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7) Photo facing south from proposed tower centerline. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8) Photo facing east from proposed tower centerline. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9) Photo facing west from proposed tower centerline. 
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Andrew Blake

From: towernotifyinfo@fcc.gov
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 1:09 PM
To: Andrew Blake
Subject: Proposed Tower Structure Info - Email ID #3199456

 
Dear Andrew B Blake, 
 
Thank you for submitting a notification regarding your proposed construction via the Tower Construction Notification 
System. Note that the system has assigned a unique Notification ID number for this proposed construction. You will 
need to reference this Notification ID number when you update your project's Status with us.  
 
Below are the details you provided for the construction you have proposed: 
 
  Notification Received: 02/12/2013 
 
  Notification ID: 92484 
  Tower Owner Individual or Entity Name: TEP for the North Carolina Department of Public Safety ‐ North Carolina 
Highway Patrol 
  Consultant Name: Andrew B Blake 
  Street Address: 3703 Junction Blvd. 
  City: Raleigh 
  State: NORTH CAROLINA 
  Zip Code: 27603‐5263 
  Phone: 919‐661‐6351 
  Email: ablake@tepgroup.net 
 
  Structure Type: LTOWER ‐ Lattice Tower 
  Latitude: 35 deg 35 min 44.0 sec N 
  Longitude: 80 deg 14 min 51.6 sec W 
  Location Description: Catfish Road 
  City: Richfield 
  State: NORTH CAROLINA 
  County: ROWAN 
  Ground Elevation: 234.2 meters 
  Support Structure: 115.8 meters above ground level 
  Overall Structure: 120.4 meters above ground level 
  Overall Height AMSL: 354.6 meters above mean sea level 
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Andrew Blake

From: towernotifyinfo@fcc.gov
Sent: Friday, February 15, 2013 3:01 AM
To: Andrew Blake
Cc: kim.pristello@fcc.gov; diane.dupert@fcc.gov
Subject: NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION(S) WHICH WERE SENT PROPOSED TOWER 

CONSTRUCTION NOTIFICATION INFORMATION - Email ID #3201349

 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
Thank you for using the Federal Communications Commission's (FCC) Tower Construction Notification System (TCNS). 
The purpose of this electronic mail message is to inform you that the following authorized persons were sent the 
information you provided through TCNS, which relates to your proposed antenna structure. The information was 
forwarded by the FCC to authorized TCNS users by electronic mail and/or regular mail (letter). 
 
Persons who have received the information that you provided include leaders or their designees of federally‐recognized 
American Indian Tribes, including Alaska Native Villages (collectively "Tribes"), Native Hawaiian Organizations (NHOs), 
and State Historic Preservation Officers (SHPOs). For your convenience in identifying the referenced Tribes and in 
making further contacts, the City and State of the Seat of Government for each Tribe and NHO, as well as the designated 
contact person, is included in the listing below. We note that Tribes may have Section 106 cultural interests in ancestral 
homelands or other locations that are far removed from their current Seat of Government.  Pursuant to the 
Commission's rules as set forth in the Nationwide Programmatic Agreement for Review of Effects on Historic Properties 
for Certain Undertakings Approved by the Federal Communications Commission (NPA), all Tribes and NHOs listed below 
must be afforded a reasonable opportunity to respond to this notification, consistent with the procedures set forth 
below, unless the proposed construction falls within an exclusion designated by the Tribe or NHO. (NPA, Section IV.F.4).
 
The information you provided was forwarded to the following Tribes and NHOs who have set their geographic 
preferences on TCNS. If the information you provided relates to a proposed antenna structure in the State of Alaska, the 
following list also includes Tribes located in the State of Alaska that have not specified their geographic preferences.  For 
these Tribes and NHOs, if the Tribe or NHO does not respond within a reasonable time, you should make a reasonable 
effort at follow‐up contact, unless the Tribe or NHO has agreed to different procedures (NPA, Section IV.F.5). In the 
event such a Tribe or NHO does not respond to a follow‐up inquiry, or if a substantive or procedural disagreement arises 
between you and a Tribe or NHO, you must seek guidance from the Commission (NPA, Section IV.G).  These procedures 
are further set forth in the FCC's Declaratory Ruling released on October 6, 2005 (FCC 05‐176). 
 
 
1. Chief Leo R Henry ‐ Tuscarora Nation ‐ Via: Lewiston, NY ‐ regular mail 
Details: If the Applicant/tower builder receives no response from the Tuscarora Nation within 30 days after notification 
through TCNS, the Tuscarora Nation has no interest in participating in pre‐construction review for the site.  The 
Applicant/tower builder, however, must IMMEDIATLY notify the Tuscarora Nation in the event archaeological properties 
or human remains are discovered during construction. 
 
 
 
2. Policy Analyst Richard L Allen ‐ Cherokee Nation ‐ Tahlequah, OK ‐ electronic mail 
Details: The TCNS Details do not provide me enough information to conduct a proper assessment of the projects on 
behalf of the Cherokee Nation. Therefore, I request that I be sent a brief summary of the Phase I findings [please try to 
limit the summary to between1‐‐10 pages], a topo of the area, and relevant photos.  Please send these by email to 
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rallen@cherokee.org.  Please treat this request for additional material as a routine supplement to the TCNS Details 
Notification for each of your projects that fall within our Tribe's areas of geographic interest.  Consequently, if you do 
not receive a response from me within 30 days from the date on which you e‐mailed the supplemental items to me, you 
may move forward with the 20‐Day Letter procedures pursuant to the FCC's guidelines.  Thank you. ‐‐ Dr. Richard L. 
Allen 
 
 
 
3. Administrative Assistant Jo Ann Beckham ‐ Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma ‐ Seneca, MO ‐ electronic mail 
Details: If you, the Applicant and/or tower constructor, do not receive a response from us, the Eastern Shawnee Tribe of 
Oklahoma, within 30 days from the date of the TCNS notification, then you may conclude that we do not have an 
interest in the site.  However, if archeological resources or remains are found during construction, you must 
immediately stop construction and notify us of your findings in accordance with the FCC's rules.  (See 47 C.F.R. § 
1.1312(d)) 
 
 
 
4. THPO Kim Jumper ‐ Shawnee Tribe ‐ Miami, OK ‐ regular mail 
Details: THIS IS YOUR OFFICIAL NOTICE THAT THE SHAWNEE TRIBE IS INTERESTED IN CONSULTING ON ALL PROJECTS 
BUILT IN OUR AREAS OF GEOGRAPHIC INTEREST. 
 
ATTENTION, NEW INFORMATION: Our procedures were updated on 14 January 2008.  Please call Kim Jumper, THPO, at 
918‐542‐2441, so that she can send you a copy. 
 
If your tower is a co‐location, please fax us this information to let us know.  We cannot always tell from the TCNS web 
site that a tower is a co‐location.  We require a written response from you to let us know that it is a co‐location.  If a co‐
location project includes some new ground disturbance (such as from an expanded compound or access road, or 
construction of an ancillary structure), the Shawnee Tribe treats such a project the same as any other non co‐location 
project.  
 
Our correct mailing/physical address is:  29 South Highway 69A.  Our correct phone number is (918‐542‐2441) and our 
historic preservation fax line is (918‐542‐9915).  THPO Kim Jumper manages all cell tower consultation. 
 
As of  26 June2006, all of the faxed responses of our final comments on a tower site will contain an original Shawnee 
Tribe signature.  Each final comment fax is signed individually.  Copies may be compared, for authentication, against the 
original in our files.If afinal comment fax does not contain a signature, it is not valid.  ALL FINAL COMMENTS FROM THE 
SHAWNEE TRIBE ARE WRITTEN; FINAL COMMENTS ARE NEVER PROVIDED VERBALLY.  IF THE SHAWNEE TRIBE IS 
CREDITED WITH HAVING GIVEN A VERBAL RESPONSE, THAT RESPONSE IS NOT VALID.  
 
If you receive notification through the TCNS listing the Shawnee Tribe, that is an indication that the Shawnee Tribe is 
interested in consulting on the tower for which that notification was received.  Please consider that our official 
indication of interest to you.  The Shawnee Tribe considers the Tower Construction Notification System's weekly e‐mail 
to be the first notification that we receive that a tower will be constructed in an area of our concern.  We do not view 
the TCNS notificationas completion of 106 consultation obligations. 
 
The Shawnee Tribe has developed streamlined consultation procedures for cell tower developers and their 
subcontractors. If you do not have a copy of the procedures ‐ most recently updated on 14 January2008 ‐ please contact 
us, as you must follow these procedures to consult with us on cell tower projects.  Call us at  918‐542‐2441 or fax us at 
918‐542‐9915.  It is the tower builder's responsibility to make sure that you have our most recent consultation 
procedures. 
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PLEASE DO NOT SEND US INFORMATION, QUERIES, OR COMMENTS ELECTRONICALLY.  SINCE  1 DECEMBER 2005, WE 
HAVE NOT HANDLED ANY CELL TOWER CONSULTATION, INQUIRIES, OR CORRESPONDENCE VIA E‐MAIL. 
 
 
 
5. THPO and Executive Director Dr. Wenonah G Haire ‐ Catawba Indian Nation Cultural Preservation Project ‐ Rock Hill, 
SC ‐ electronic mail and regular mail 
Details: The Catawba Indian Nation Tribal Historic Preservation Office requests that you send us by regular mail the 
following information needed to complete our research for the your proposed project: 
 
Project Name____________________________________________________ 
 
Project Number__________________________________________________ 
 
_____1. The name, complete address, phone number, fax number and e‐mail address of the project manager. 
 
_____2. The project location plotted on a topo map. 
 
_____3. The project name, address and location; street or highway, city, county, state. 
 
_____4. A brief description of the proposed project.  Please include the size of the proposed project site and the size of 
the area where ground‐disturbing activities will be taking place and the type of disturbance anticipated.   
 
_____5. A brief description of current and former land use.  We are primarily interested in ground disturbance and do 
not need detailed information or photographs of historic structures in the projectarea. 
 
_____6. A list of all recorded archaeological sites within one half (1/2) mile of the project area. 
 
_____7. A list of all eligible and potentially eligible National Register of Historic Places sites within one half (1/2) mile of 
the proposed project area. 
 
_____8.  If there has been an archaeological survey done in the area, a copy of that report. 
 
_____9.  It is not necessary to send original color photos if you can provide high‐resolution color copies. 
 
_____10. A letter of concurrencefrom the appropriate State Historic Preservation Office. 
 
If you use the FCC Form 620, please do not send Attachments 1 through 6.  They are not necessary for our 
determination.  We do not have an interest in projects that require no ground disturbance. 
 
Please note:  Our research/processing fee is currently $250.  This fee will be changing to $400 effective March 1, 2012.  
Please send these requested materials in hard copy format.  Send to: 
 
CIN‐THPO 
1536 Tom Steven Road 
Rock Hill, S.C.  29730 
 
 
 
The information you provided was also forwarded to the additional Tribes and NHOs listed below. These Tribes and 
NHOs have NOT set their geographic preferences on TCNS, and therefore they are currently receiving tower notifications 
for the entire United States.  For these Tribes and NHOs, you are required to use reasonable and good faith efforts to 
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determine if the Tribe or NHO may attach religious and cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected 
by its proposed undertaking. Such efforts may include, but are not limited to, seeking information from the relevant 
SHPO or THPO, Indian Tribes, state agencies, the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs, or, where applicable, any federal agency 
with land holdings within the state (NPA, Section IV.B). If after such reasonable and good faith efforts, you determine 
that a Tribe or NHO may attach religious and cultural significance to historic properties in the area and the Tribe or NHO 
does not respond to TCNS notification within a reasonable time, you should make a reasonable effort to follow up, and 
must seek guidance from the Commission in the event of continued non‐response or in the event of a procedural or 
substantive disagreement. If you determine that the Tribe or NHO is unlikely to attach religious and cultural significance 
to historic properties within the area, you do not need to take further action unless the Tribe or NHO indicates an 
interest in the proposed construction or other evidence of potential interest comes to your attention. 
 
None 
 
The information you provided was also forwarded to the following SHPOs in the State in which you propose to construct 
and neighboring States.  The information was provided to these SHPOs as a courtesy for their information and planning.  
You need make no effort at this time to follow up with any SHPO that does not respond to this notification.  Prior to 
construction, you must provide the SHPO of the State in which you propose to construct (or the Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer, if the project will be located on certain Tribal lands), with a Submission Packet pursuant to Section 
VII.A of the NPA. 
 
 
6. Environmental Review Coordinator Renee GledhillEarley ‐ NC State Historic Preservation Office ‐ Raleigh, NC ‐ 
electronic mail 
 
   
 
7. Deputy SHPO David Brook ‐ Historic Preservation Office ‐ Raleigh, NC ‐ electronic mail 
 
   
 
If you are proposing to construct a facility in the State of Alaska, you should contact Commission staff for guidance 
regarding your obligations in the event that Tribes do not respond to this notification within a reasonable time. 
 
Please be advised that the FCC cannot guarantee that the contact(s) listed above opened and reviewed an electronic or 
regular mail notification. The following information relating to the proposed tower was forwarded to the person(s) listed 
above: 
 
  Notification Received: 02/12/2013 
  Notification ID: 92484 
  Tower Owner Individual or Entity Name: TEP for the North Carolina Department of Public Safety ‐ North Carolina 
Highway Patrol 
  Consultant Name: Andrew B Blake 
  Street Address: 3703 Junction Blvd. 
  City: Raleigh 
  State: NORTH CAROLINA 
  Zip Code: 27603‐5263 
  Phone: 919‐661‐6351 
  Email: ablake@tepgroup.net 
 
  Structure Type: LTOWER ‐ Lattice Tower 
  Latitude: 35 deg 35 min 44.0 sec N 
  Longitude: 80 deg 14 min 51.6 sec W 
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  Location Description: Catfish Road 
  City: Richfield 
  State: NORTH CAROLINA 
  County: ROWAN 
  Ground Elevation: 234.2 meters 
  Support Structure: 115.8 meters above ground level 
  Overall Structure: 120.4 meters above ground level 
  Overall Height AMSL: 354.6 meters above mean sea level 
 
If you have any questions or comments regarding this notice, please contact the FCC using the electronic mail form 
located on the FCC's website at: 
 
http://wireless.fcc.gov/outreach/notification/contact‐fcc.html. 
 
You may also call the FCC Support Center at (877) 480‐3201 (TTY 717‐338‐2824).  Hours are from 8 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Eastern Time, Monday through Friday (except Federal holidays).  To provide quality service and ensure security, all 
telephone calls are recorded. 
 
Thank you, 
Federal Communications Commission 
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Section III – Informal Biological Assessment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
COMMUNICATIONS TOWER SITE 

EVALUATION FORM 
 

 
1. Location (Provide maps if possible): 

State: NC  
County: Rowan  
Latitude/Longitude/GPS Grid: N 35º 35' 44.034"  W 80º 14' 51.596" 
City and Highway Direction (2 miles W on Hwy 20, etc.): north of Bringle Ferry 
Road, south of Catfish Road, southwest of the High Rock Lake Dam. 

 
2. Elevation above mean sea level: ~768.3-ft. 
 
3. Will the equipment be co-located on an existing FCC licensed tower or other 

existing structure (building, water tank, etc)? Y/N NO   If yes, type of structure: 
      

4. If yes, will the compound be expanded:       
If yes, will the tower be extended:       
 

      5.   If No, provide proposed specifications for the new tower: 
Height: 380-ft (395-ft with appurtenances) 
Construction Type (lattice, monopole, etc.): Self Support Lattice 
Guyed-Wire? NO No. Bands: N/A Total No. Wires:N/A 
Lightning (Security and Aviation): anticipated to be equipped with a dual mode 
medium intensity lighting system. 

 
6.  Area of tower footprint in acres or square feet: According to Preliminary 

construction drawings the total proposed area of disturbance associated with the 
improvement of the existing access drive and lease area is anticipated to total 
approximately 11,400 sq. ft. (0.26-acres). 

 
7. Length and width of access road in feet:  

Length: The proposed 20-ft wide access easement will utilize an existing earthen 
path which proceeds south from Catfish Road, through recently clear-cut forested 
land uses, for approximately 2,200-ft until reaching the proposed 80-ft x 80-ft 
lease area. 
Width: ~20-ft 

 
8. General description of terrain (mountains, rolling hills, flat, flat in undulating, 

etc.).  Photographs of the site and surrounding area are beneficial: located atop a 
knoll, gently to moderately sloping to the north in the vicinity of the proposed 
tower facility. 

 
9. Meteorological conditions (incidence of fog, low ceilings, rain, etc.): sunny 

 



10. Habitat types and land use on and adjacent to the site: 
Habitat Type:  Acreage:  Percentage of Total: 
Pine/Hardwood Forest         100 
     
 
Adjacent land use: Undeveloped forested land uses. 
 

11. Dominant vegetative species in each habitat type:  
Loblolly Pine (Pinus taeda) 

 
12. Average diameter breast height of dominant tree species in forested areas:  

Tree species: 
Persimmon seedlings 
Sweet Gum seedlings  
      

13. Will construction at this site cause fragmentation of a larger block of habitat into 
two or more smaller blocks? Y/N NO  If yes, describe:  

 
14. Is evidence of bird roosts or rookeries present? Y/N NO If yes, describe:       

 
15. Distance to nearest wetland area (forested swamp, marsh, riparian, marine, etc.), 

and coastline, if applicable:  High Rock Lake and Dam is located ~2,100-ft to the 
northwest.  The dam is located ~4,000-ft to the northeast. 

 
16. Distance to nearest telecommunications tower: unknown, none observed in the 

vicinity at the time of inspection.  
 

17. Potential for co-location of antennas on existing towers or other structures: No 
 

18. Have measures been incorporated for minimizing impacts to migratory birds? 
Y/N YES If yes, describe: Tower will be of a self support design, therefore, does 
not involve the use of guyed wires and is anticipated to be equipped with a dual 
mode medium intensity lighting system. 
 

19. Has an evaluation been made to determine if the proposed facility may affect 
listed or proposed endangered or threatened species or their habitats as required 
by FCC regulations at 47 CFR 1.1307(a)(3)? Y/N  If yes, present findings: 
During the on-site investigation, TEP observed no occurrences of Federally Listed 
Threatened or Endangered Species for Rowan County.  It is the opinion of TEP 
that the proposed facility will not effect threatened or endangered species.  

 
20. Additional information required:       

 



 

Endangered Species, Threatened Species,Federal Species of 
Concern, and Candidate Species, 

Rowan County, North Carolina 

 

 

Updated: 09-22-2010 

Definitions of Federal Status Codes: 
E = endangered. A taxon "in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range." 
T = threatened. A taxon "likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future throughout all or a 
significant portion of its range." 
C = candidate. A taxon under consideration for official listing for which there is sufficient information 
to support listing. (Formerly "C1" candidate species.) 
BGPA =Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. See below. 
FSC = federal species of concern. A species under consideration for listing, for which there is 
insufficient information to support listing at this time. These species may or may not be listed in the 
future, and many of these species were formerly recognized as "C2" candidate species. 
T(S/A) = threatened due to similarity of appearance. A taxon that is threatened due to similarity of 

Common Name Scientific name Federal 
Status

Record Status

Vertebrate:
Bald eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus BGPA Current
Carolina darter Etheostoma collis collis FSC Probable/potential
Robust redhorse Moxostoma robustum FSC Historic
Invertebrate:
Yellow lampmussel Lampsilis cariosa FSC Current
Vascular Plant:
Georgia aster Symphyotrichum georgianum C Current
Prairie birdsfoot-trefoil Lotus unifoliolatus var. helleri FSC Current
Schweinitz's sunflower Helianthus schweinitzii E Current
Virginia quillwort Isoetes virginica FSC Historic
Nonvascular Plant:
Lichen:
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appearance with another listed species and is listed for its protection. Taxa listed as T(S/A) are not 
biologically endangered or threatened and are not subject to Section 7 consultation. See below. 
EXP = experimental population. A taxon listed as experimental (either essential or nonessential). 
Experimental, nonessential populations of endangered species (e.g., red wolf) are treated as threatened 
species on public land, for consultation purposes, and as species proposed for listing on private land. 
P = proposed. Taxa proposed for official listing as endangered or threatened will be noted as "PE" or 
"PT", respectively. 

Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGPA): 
 
In the July 9, 2007 Federal Register( 72:37346-37372), the bald eagle was declared recovered, and 
removed (de-listed) from the Federal List of Threatened and Endangered wildlife. This delisting took 
effect August 8,2007. After delisting, the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (Eagle Act) (16 U.S.C. 
668-668d) becomes the primary law protecting bald eagles. The Eagle Act prohibits take of bald and 
golden eagles and provides a statutory definition of "take" that includes "disturb". The USFWS has 
developed National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines to provide guidance to land managers, 
landowners, and others as to how to avoid disturbing bald eagles. For mor information, visit 
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/baldeagle.htm 

Threatened due to similarity of appearance(T(S/A)): 
 
In the November 4, 1997 Federal Register (55822-55825), the northern population of the bog turtle 
(from New York south to Maryland) was listed as T (threatened), and the southern population (from 
Virginia south to Georgia) was listed as T(S/A) (threatened due to similarity of appearance). The T(S/A) 
designation bans the collection and interstate and international commercial trade of bog turtles from the 
southern population. The T(S/A) designation has no effect on land management activities by private 
landowners in North Carolina, part of the southern population of the species. In addition to its official 
status as T(S/A), the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service considers the southern population of the bog turtle 
as a Federal species of concern due to habitat loss. 

Definitions of Record Status: 
Current - the species has been observed in the county within the last 50 years. 
Historic - the species was last observed in the county more than 50 years ago. 
Obscure - the date and/or location of observation is uncertain. 
Incidental/migrant - the species was observed outside of its normal range or habitat. 
Probable/potential - the species is considered likely to occur in this county based on the proximity of 
known records (in adjacent counties), the presence of potentially suitable habitat, or both. 
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Vascular Plant Acmispon helleri Carolina Birdfoot-trefoil Current Medium SC-V FSC S3 G3

Vascular Plant Amorpha schwerinii Piedmont Indigo-bush Current Medium SR-T S3 G3G4

Animal Assemblage Colonial Wading Bird Colony Current Medium S3 G5

Vertebrate Animal Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald Eagle Current Low T S3B,S3N G5
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The Natural Heritage Program Map Viewer provides information on Natural Heritage Program data occuring within a 2-mile radius of a user-selected location. Information

is provided on element occurrences, significant natural heritage areas, and managed areas. Below are brief notes on use of the map viewer. For more information on

use of the map viewer or for an explanation of the values returned by the search, see the Help ( http://portal.ncdenr.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=c2dbaa9f-a40a-4552-bde0-

859518c6a30e&groupId=61587 ).

Results are displayed for element occurrences by default. To display results for significant natural heritage areas or managed areas, click the appropriate radio

button in the "SHOW RESULTS FOR" section above the results table. Locations of element occurrences are not displayed; locations of significant natural heritage

areas and managed areas are displayed.

Clicking on a column name in the results table will sort all entries in that column; clicking a second time on the column name will reverse the sort.

The results can be further refined by entering a text string in the "Filter search results" field. Entries not containing the text string will be removed from the

table of results.

Clicking the "Download Results' button will give you the option of saving the results table to a comma-separated-values file. This type of file can be opened in

most spreadsheet programs, including Microsoft Excel.

Records for the Blue Ridge Parkway are not included in the shapefile. You must contact the Blue Ridge Parkway if you need information for this area.

If you have any questions regarding the data contained on the map viewer, contact Natural Heritage Program staff (http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/nhp/contact) . For

technical issues regarding the application, contact the Conservation Information Manager

Use of North Carolina Natural Heritage Program data should not be substituted for actual field surveys, particularly if the project area contains

suitable habitat for rare species. If a database search lists no records for a project area, it does not necessarily mean that they are not present.

The area may not have been surveyed by biologists, or the data may not have been reported to NC Natural Heritage Program.

Information obtained from the North Carolina Natural Heritage Program Map Viewer should be cited as follows: North Carolina Natural Heritage

Program Online Map Viewer. [search date]. Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Office of Conservation, Planning, and Community

Affairs, Raleigh, NC. Available at: www.ncnhp.org.
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Animal Assemblage Colonial Wading Bird Colony Current Medium S3 G5 1
Natural Community Upland Depression Swamp Forest Current High S2S3 G2G3 1
Vascular Plant Acmispon helleri Carolina Birdfoot‐trefoil Current Medium SC‐V FSC S3 G3 1
Vascular Plant Amorpha schwerinii Piedmont Indigo‐bush Current Medium SR‐T S3 G3G4 1
Vertebrate Animal Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald Eagle Current Low T S3B,S3N G5 3
Vertebrate Animal Myotis leibii Eastern Small‐footed Myotis Current Very Low SC FSC S3 G3 1
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1. Site ID: RW0772 
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Site Name: Wyatts Grove Baptist Church 

Description:  

Notes:  

Year Survey: 1977 

Year Update: 

2. Site ID: RW0721 

County: Rowan 

Site Name: J. C. Morgan House 

Description:  

Notes:  

Year Survey: 1977 

Year Update: 
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February 12, 2013 
 
Rowan County Department of Planning & Development 
402 N. Main Street, Room 204   
Salisbury, NC 28144  
 
Attention: Mr. Shane Stewart - Senior Planner 
 
Subject:  Proposed 380-ft Self-Support Communications Tower   
  NC Highway Patrol Site: High Rock Lake 
  FCC TCNS # 92484 
  Catfish Road 
  Richfield, NC 
  (Rowan County)  
 
Dear Mr. Stewart, 
 
Your office originally reviewed and concurred with the construction of the aforementioned 
facility; however, under the original TCNS# 89358 the site coordinates were incorrect.  All 
the supplemental site specific information (i.e site plans, topographic maps, photo pages, 
and archaeological survey) accurately depicted the proposed facility.  We apologize for any 
inconvenience this may cause and appreciate your cooperation with this matter.  
 
Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. (TEP) of Raleigh, NC has been contracted by the North 
Carolina Department of Public Safety (North Carolina Highway Patrol) to complete a NEPA 
Checklist (FCC Compliance Audit) for the aforementioned proposed Emergency Services 
Communications tower.  As part of completion of the Form-620 Submission to the North 
Carolina Historic Preservation Office as directed by the FCC-Nationwide Programmatic 
Agreement (FCC-NPA), Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. is required to contact your office 
regarding the proposed undertaking.  The proposed 380-ft (395-ft with appurtenances) AGL Self 
Support tower that will be located north of a portion of Bringle Ferry Road, south of a portion of 
Catfish Road, east of a portion of Panther Point Road, and southwest of the Town of Denton, in 
southeastern Rowan County, North Carolina.  The proposed emergency services tower facility 
will be located on the southern portion of a 435.64-acre property identified as Parcel ID No. 506-
001 by the Rowan County, NC Tax Assessors Office.  The proposed 20-ft wide access easement 
will utilize an existing earthen path which proceeds south from Catfish Road, through previously 
disturbed forested land uses, for approximately 2,200-ft until reaching the proposed 80-ft x 80-ft 
lease area.  The proposed 30-ft x 38-ft x 10-ft x 46.5-ft x 31-ft x 31-ft fenced tower compound 
will be located entirely within the proposed 80-ft x 80-ft lease area primarily occupied by fallow 
land uses associated with a former logging deck.   
 
The proposed area of disturbance associated with the improvement of the existing, previously 
disturbed, access drive is anticipated to total approximately 44,000 sq. ft. (1-acres).  The proposed 
area of disturbance associated with the 80-ft x 80-ft lease area is anticipated to total 
approximately 6,400 sq. ft. (0.15-acres).  The total proposed area of disturbance associated with 
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the improvement of the existing access drive and lease area is anticipated to total approximately 
50,400 sq. ft. (1.15-acres).  The parcel containing the subject property is reportedly owned by 
Steven & James Bingham and is herein after referred to as the parent property. 
 
The parent property is occupied by fallow and undeveloped forested land uses associated with 
previous timber harvest operations and is located in a portion of Rowan County where the 
majority of the surrounding area is occupied by low density residential, agricultural, and 
undeveloped forested land uses.   
 
The 1-A coordinates of the tower location are as follows: 
 
Latitude: N 35º 35’ 44.034” (NAD 83) 
Longitude: W 80º 14’ 51.596” (NAD 83) 
 
TEP contracted R.S. Webb and Associates, a cultural resources consulting firm, to perform an 
Archaeological Evaluation of the site, to make an assessment of the potential direct effects the 
proposed tower may have on archaeological resources.  The Archaeological Evaluation has been 
included for your review.   
 
Additionally, TEP personnel conducted research utilizing the North Carolina State Historic 
Preservation Office HPOWEB GIS Service, resulting in the identification of two historic 
properties within the designated 0.75-mile FCC visual APE; however, these properties have been 
determined ineligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 
It is the position of TEP that the proposed tower construction will have “no effect” on sites 
eligible for or listed on the National Register of Historic Places within the APE; however, we 
would appreciate any comments that you may have on the proposed activity regarding the 
possible impacts that the proposed facility may have on Historic Properties.  Please provide any 
comments within thirty days of the receipt of this documentation.  A portion of the pertinent 7.5-
minute (High Rock) topographic map that depicts the proposed tower location, NCSHPO Map, 
NCSHPO Results, site plan, and site photographs have been included for your review.   
 
If there are any questions, or if any additional information is needed, please do not hesitate to call.  
Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Andrew B. Blake 
Environmental Scientist II 
Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. 
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February 12, 2013 
 
Rowan County Department of 
Planning & Development 
402 North Main Street 
Salisbury, NC  28144 
 
Attention: Ms. Merry Lane Lauder – Chairwoman 
  Rowan County Historic Landmarks Commission 
 
Subject:  Proposed 380-ft Self-Support Communications Tower   
  NC Highway Patrol Site: High Rock Lake 
  FCC TCNS # 92484 
  Catfish Road 
  Richfield, NC 
  (Rowan County)  
 
Dear Ms. Lauder, 
 
Your office originally reviewed and concurred with the construction of the aforementioned 
facility; however, under the original TCNS# 89358 the site coordinates were incorrect.  All 
the supplemental site specific information (i.e site plans, topographic maps, photo pages, 
and archaeological survey) accurately depicted the proposed facility.  We apologize for any 
inconvenience this may cause and appreciate your cooperation with this matter.  
 
Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. (TEP) of Raleigh, NC has been contracted by the North 
Carolina Department of Public Safety (North Carolina Highway Patrol) to complete a NEPA 
Checklist (FCC Compliance Audit) for the aforementioned proposed Emergency Services 
Communications tower.  As part of completion of the Form-620 Submission to the North 
Carolina Historic Preservation Office as directed by the FCC-Nationwide Programmatic 
Agreement (FCC-NPA), Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. is required to contact your office 
regarding the proposed undertaking.  The proposed 380-ft (395-ft with appurtenances) AGL Self 
Support tower that will be located north of a portion of Bringle Ferry Road, south of a portion of 
Catfish Road, east of a portion of Panther Point Road, and southwest of the Town of Denton, in 
southeastern Rowan County, North Carolina.  The proposed emergency services tower facility 
will be located on the southern portion of a 435.64-acre property identified as Parcel ID No. 506-
001 by the Rowan County, NC Tax Assessors Office.  The proposed 20-ft wide access easement 
will utilize an existing earthen path which proceeds south from Catfish Road, through previously 
disturbed forested land uses, for approximately 2,200-ft until reaching the proposed 80-ft x 80-ft 
lease area.  The proposed 30-ft x 38-ft x 10-ft x 46.5-ft x 31-ft x 31-ft fenced tower compound 
will be located entirely within the proposed 80-ft x 80-ft lease area primarily occupied by fallow 
land uses associated with a former logging deck.   
 
The proposed area of disturbance associated with the improvement of the existing, previously 
disturbed, access drive is anticipated to total approximately 44,000 sq. ft. (1-acres).  The proposed 
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area of disturbance associated with the 80-ft x 80-ft lease area is anticipated to total 
approximately 6,400 sq. ft. (0.15-acres).  The total proposed area of disturbance associated with 
the improvement of the existing access drive and lease area is anticipated to total approximately 
50,400 sq. ft. (1.15-acres).  The parcel containing the subject property is reportedly owned by 
Steven & James Bingham and is herein after referred to as the parent property. 
 
The parent property is occupied by fallow and undeveloped forested land uses associated with 
previous timber harvest operations and is located in a portion of Rowan County where the 
majority of the surrounding area is occupied by low density residential, agricultural, and 
undeveloped forested land uses.   
 
The 1-A coordinates of the tower location are as follows: 
 
Latitude: N 35º 35’ 44.034” (NAD 83) 
Longitude: W 80º 14’ 51.596” (NAD 83) 
 
TEP contracted R.S. Webb and Associates, a cultural resources consulting firm, to perform an 
Archaeological Evaluation of the site, to make an assessment of the potential direct effects the 
proposed tower may have on archaeological resources.  The Archaeological Evaluation has been 
included for your review.   
 
Additionally, TEP personnel conducted research utilizing the North Carolina State Historic 
Preservation Office HPOWEB GIS Service, resulting in the identification of two historic 
properties within the designated 0.75-mile FCC visual APE; however, these properties have been 
determined ineligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 
It is the position of TEP that the proposed tower construction will have “no effect” on sites 
eligible for or listed on the National Register of Historic Places within the APE; however, we 
would appreciate any comments that you may have on the proposed activity regarding the 
possible impacts that the proposed facility may have on Historic Properties.  Please provide any 
comments within thirty days of the receipt of this documentation.  A portion of the pertinent 7.5-
minute (High Rock) topographic map that depicts the proposed tower location, NCSHPO Map, 
NCSHPO Results, site plan, and site photographs have been included for your review.   
 
If there are any questions, or if any additional information is needed, please do not hesitate to call.  
Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Andrew B. Blake 
Environmental Scientist II 
Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. 
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February 12, 2013 
 
Rowan County Historic Properties Commission 
402 N Main Street 
Salisbury NC 28144 
 
Attention: Mr. Andy Goodall - Planner I 
 
Subject:  Proposed 380-ft Self-Support Communications Tower   
  NC Highway Patrol Site: High Rock Lake 
  FCC TCNS # 92484 
  Catfish Road 
  Richfield, NC 
  (Rowan County)  
 
Dear Mr. Goodall, 
 
Your office originally reviewed and concurred with the construction of the aforementioned 
facility; however, under the original TCNS# 89358 the site coordinates were incorrect.  All 
the supplemental site specific information (i.e site plans, topographic maps, photo pages, 
and archaeological survey) accurately depicted the proposed facility.  We apologize for any 
inconvenience this may cause and appreciate your cooperation with this matter.  
 
Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. (TEP) of Raleigh, NC has been contracted by the North 
Carolina Department of Public Safety (North Carolina Highway Patrol) to complete a NEPA 
Checklist (FCC Compliance Audit) for the aforementioned proposed Emergency Services 
Communications tower.  As part of completion of the Form-620 Submission to the North 
Carolina Historic Preservation Office as directed by the FCC-Nationwide Programmatic 
Agreement (FCC-NPA), Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. is required to contact your office 
regarding the proposed undertaking.  The proposed 380-ft (395-ft with appurtenances) AGL Self 
Support tower that will be located north of a portion of Bringle Ferry Road, south of a portion of 
Catfish Road, east of a portion of Panther Point Road, and southwest of the Town of Denton, in 
southeastern Rowan County, North Carolina.  The proposed emergency services tower facility 
will be located on the southern portion of a 435.64-acre property identified as Parcel ID No. 506-
001 by the Rowan County, NC Tax Assessors Office.  The proposed 20-ft wide access easement 
will utilize an existing earthen path which proceeds south from Catfish Road, through previously 
disturbed forested land uses, for approximately 2,200-ft until reaching the proposed 80-ft x 80-ft 
lease area.  The proposed 30-ft x 38-ft x 10-ft x 46.5-ft x 31-ft x 31-ft fenced tower compound 
will be located entirely within the proposed 80-ft x 80-ft lease area primarily occupied by fallow 
land uses associated with a former logging deck.   
 
The proposed area of disturbance associated with the improvement of the existing, previously 
disturbed, access drive is anticipated to total approximately 44,000 sq. ft. (1-acres).  The proposed 
area of disturbance associated with the 80-ft x 80-ft lease area is anticipated to total 
approximately 6,400 sq. ft. (0.15-acres).  The total proposed area of disturbance associated with 
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the improvement of the existing access drive and lease area is anticipated to total approximately 
50,400 sq. ft. (1.15-acres).  The parcel containing the subject property is reportedly owned by 
Steven & James Bingham and is herein after referred to as the parent property. 
 
The parent property is occupied by fallow and undeveloped forested land uses associated with 
previous timber harvest operations and is located in a portion of Rowan County where the 
majority of the surrounding area is occupied by low density residential, agricultural, and 
undeveloped forested land uses.   
 
The 1-A coordinates of the tower location are as follows: 
 
Latitude: N 35º 35’ 44.034” (NAD 83) 
Longitude: W 80º 14’ 51.596” (NAD 83) 
 
TEP contracted R.S. Webb and Associates, a cultural resources consulting firm, to perform an 
Archaeological Evaluation of the site, to make an assessment of the potential direct effects the 
proposed tower may have on archaeological resources.  The Archaeological Evaluation has been 
included for your review.   
 
Additionally, TEP personnel conducted research utilizing the North Carolina State Historic 
Preservation Office HPOWEB GIS Service, resulting in the identification of two historic 
properties within the designated 0.75-mile FCC visual APE; however, these properties have been 
determined ineligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 
It is the position of TEP that the proposed tower construction will have “no effect” on sites 
eligible for or listed on the National Register of Historic Places within the APE; however, we 
would appreciate any comments that you may have on the proposed activity regarding the 
possible impacts that the proposed facility may have on Historic Properties.  Please provide any 
comments within thirty days of the receipt of this documentation.  A portion of the pertinent 7.5-
minute (High Rock) topographic map that depicts the proposed tower location, NCSHPO Map, 
NCSHPO Results, site plan, and site photographs have been included for your review.   
 
If there are any questions, or if any additional information is needed, please do not hesitate to call.  
Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Andrew B. Blake 
Environmental Scientist II 
Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. 
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Andrew Blake

From: Stewart, Shane A. <Shane.Stewart@rowancountync.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2013 11:44 AM
To: Andrew Blake
Subject: RE: High Rock Lake Tower Site

Our department staffs that Commission.  Our letter should serve as their response as well. 
 
Thank You 
 
 

Shane Stewart  I Senior Planner  
Rowan County Department of Planning & Development 
402 N Main St, Suite 204, Salisbury, NC 28144 
 

Main (704) 216-8588          www.rowancountync.gov 

 
 

From: Andrew Blake [mailto:ablake@tepgroup.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2013 11:37 AM 
To: Stewart, Shane A. 
Subject: RE: High Rock Lake Tower Site 
 
Mr. Stewart, 
 
Thank you for your response.  I have one question I also previously contacted the Rowan County Historic Landmarks 
Commission and the Rowan County Historic Properties Commission regarding the proposed tower.  Would your specific 
department also respond to those letters as the contact information includes the Planning and Development 
Department.  I’m trying to make sure not to coact the same entity twice.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Drew Blake 
Environmental Scientist II | Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. (www.tepgroup.net) 
3703 Junction Boulevard|Raleigh, NC 27603‐5263|Office:  (919) 661‐6351|Fax:  (919) 661‐6350|Mobile:  (919) 610‐1274
 
From: Stewart, Shane A. [mailto:Shane.Stewart@rowancountync.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2013 11:32 AM 
To: Andrew Blake 
Cc: Muire, Ed D.; Robinson, Rob L.; Greene, Greg 
Subject: RE: High Rock Lake Tower Site 
 
Mr. Blake 
 
Please find the attached email scan.  Hard copy to follow. 
 
 

Shane Stewart  I Senior Planner  
Rowan County Department of Planning & Development 
402 N Main St, Suite 204, Salisbury, NC 28144 
 

Main (704) 216-8588          www.rowancountync.gov 
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From: Andrew Blake [mailto:ablake@tepgroup.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 3:58 PM 
To: Stewart, Shane A. 
Subject: High Rock Lake Tower Site 
 
Mr. Stewart, 
 
Please find the attached information packet regarding the tower that we spoke about over the phone.  Please provide 
any comments or concerns that you may have.  I apologize for any inconvenience that this may cause and sincerely 
appreciate your understanding and cooperation with this issue. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Drew Blake 
Environmental Scientist II | Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. (www.tepgroup.net) 
3703 Junction Boulevard|Raleigh, NC 27603‐5263|Office:  (919) 661‐6351|Fax:  (919) 661‐6350|Mobile:  (919) 610‐1274
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February 12, 2013 
 
Rowan Museum, Inc. 
202 North Main St.  
Salisbury, NC 28144 
 
Attention: Ms. Kaye Brown Hirst - Executive Director 
 
Subject:  Proposed 380-ft Self-Support Communications Tower   
  NC Highway Patrol Site: High Rock Lake 
  FCC TCNS # 92484 
  Catfish Road 
  Richfield, NC 
  (Rowan County)  
 
Dear Ms. Hirst, 
 
Your office originally reviewed and concurred with the construction of the aforementioned 
facility; however, under the original TCNS# 89358 the site coordinates were incorrect.  All 
the supplemental site specific information (i.e site plans, topographic maps, photo pages, 
and archaeological survey) accurately depicted the proposed facility.  We apologize for any 
inconvenience this may cause and appreciate your cooperation with this matter.  
 
Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. (TEP) of Raleigh, NC has been contracted by the North 
Carolina Department of Public Safety (North Carolina Highway Patrol) to complete a NEPA 
Checklist (FCC Compliance Audit) for the aforementioned proposed Emergency Services 
Communications tower.  As part of completion of the Form-620 Submission to the North 
Carolina Historic Preservation Office as directed by the FCC-Nationwide Programmatic 
Agreement (FCC-NPA), Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. is required to contact your office 
regarding the proposed undertaking.  The proposed 380-ft (395-ft with appurtenances) AGL Self 
Support tower that will be located north of a portion of Bringle Ferry Road, south of a portion of 
Catfish Road, east of a portion of Panther Point Road, and southwest of the Town of Denton, in 
southeastern Rowan County, North Carolina.  The proposed emergency services tower facility 
will be located on the southern portion of a 435.64-acre property identified as Parcel ID No. 506-
001 by the Rowan County, NC Tax Assessors Office.  The proposed 20-ft wide access easement 
will utilize an existing earthen path which proceeds south from Catfish Road, through previously 
disturbed forested land uses, for approximately 2,200-ft until reaching the proposed 80-ft x 80-ft 
lease area.  The proposed 30-ft x 38-ft x 10-ft x 46.5-ft x 31-ft x 31-ft fenced tower compound 
will be located entirely within the proposed 80-ft x 80-ft lease area primarily occupied by fallow 
land uses associated with a former logging deck.   
 
The proposed area of disturbance associated with the improvement of the existing, previously 
disturbed, access drive is anticipated to total approximately 44,000 sq. ft. (1-acres).  The proposed 
area of disturbance associated with the 80-ft x 80-ft lease area is anticipated to total 
approximately 6,400 sq. ft. (0.15-acres).  The total proposed area of disturbance associated with 
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the improvement of the existing access drive and lease area is anticipated to total approximately 
50,400 sq. ft. (1.15-acres).  The parcel containing the subject property is reportedly owned by 
Steven & James Bingham and is herein after referred to as the parent property. 
 
The parent property is occupied by fallow and undeveloped forested land uses associated with 
previous timber harvest operations and is located in a portion of Rowan County where the 
majority of the surrounding area is occupied by low density residential, agricultural, and 
undeveloped forested land uses.   
 
The 1-A coordinates of the tower location are as follows: 
 
Latitude: N 35º 35’ 44.034” (NAD 83) 
Longitude: W 80º 14’ 51.596” (NAD 83) 
 
TEP contracted R.S. Webb and Associates, a cultural resources consulting firm, to perform an 
Archaeological Evaluation of the site, to make an assessment of the potential direct effects the 
proposed tower may have on archaeological resources.  The Archaeological Evaluation has been 
included for your review.   
 
Additionally, TEP personnel conducted research utilizing the North Carolina State Historic 
Preservation Office HPOWEB GIS Service, resulting in the identification of two historic 
properties within the designated 0.75-mile FCC visual APE; however, these properties have been 
determined ineligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 
It is the position of TEP that the proposed tower construction will have “no effect” on sites 
eligible for or listed on the National Register of Historic Places within the APE; however, we 
would appreciate any comments that you may have on the proposed activity regarding the 
possible impacts that the proposed facility may have on Historic Properties.  Please provide any 
comments within thirty days of the receipt of this documentation.  A portion of the pertinent 7.5-
minute (High Rock) topographic map that depicts the proposed tower location, NCSHPO Map, 
NCSHPO Results, site plan, and site photographs have been included for your review.   
 
If there are any questions, or if any additional information is needed, please do not hesitate to call.  
Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Andrew B. Blake 
Environmental Scientist II 
Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. 
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Andrew Blake

From: Andrew Blake
Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2013 11:23 AM
To: Andrew Blake
Subject: RE: High Rock Lake Tower Site

From: "Ratzlaff, Allen" <allen_ratzlaff@fws.gov> 
Date: February 13, 2013, 11:12:15 AM EST 
To: George Swearingen <gswearingen@tepgroup.net> 
Subject: High Rock Lake Tower Site 

Mr Swearingen, 
 
Thank you for informing us about the inaccuracy of the latitude/longitude given in your letter of 
November 12, 2012 for the subject tower.  We based our comments on the map provided with 
the letter and not the stated latitude and longitude so the error was not relevant to our comments 
and our comments remain valid. 
 
 
Please call me if you have any questions. 
--  
Allen Ratzlaff 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
160 Zillicoa Street 
Asheville, NC 28801 
 
828-258-3939. x229 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 

November 20, 2012 
 
 
 
Mr. Andrew B. Blake 
Tower Engineering Professionals 
3703 Junction Boulevard 
Raleigh, NC 27603-5263 
 
Dear Mr. Blake: 
 
We have reviewed your letter dated November 12, 2012 (received November 15, 2012), 
concerning the proposed construction of a communications tower southwest of High Rock Lake 
dam in Rowan County, North Carolina.  We previously commented on this project in a letter to 
Tower Engineering Professionals dated August 1, 2011.  The following comments are provided 
in accordance with the provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C.§4321 
et seq.); the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 703) (MBTA); the Bald and 
Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668-668c) (BGEPA), and section 7 of the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531-1543) (Act). 
 
Proposed Project.  We previously commented on this project in a letter to Tower Engineering 
Professionals dated August 1, 2011.  The proposed tower has since been relocated about 0.65 
miles to the southwest of the original site “. . . in an effort to reduce impacts to migratory birds 
within the vicinity of High Rock Lake.”   Additionally, the proposed High Rock Lake tower has 
been reduced by 100-ft in height from 480-ft (495-ft with appurtenances) to a new height of 380-
ft (395-ft with appurtenances).  The new site is about 30 higher than the previous site (at about 
770-775 above mean sea level) and, though not specified in your letter, we will be lit in the same 
manner as the previously proposed tower (Your letter contained the Communications Tower Site 
Evaluation Form for the previous site). 
 
The proposed 20-ft wide access easement will use an existing earthen path which proceeds south 
from Catfish Road, through recently clear-cut forested land uses, for about 2,200-ft until 
reaching the proposed 80-ft x 80-ft lease area. Minor improvement to the existing earthen access 
road will be required (graveling of small portions). The proposed 80-ft x 80-ft lease area is 
primarily fallow land associated with a former logging deck. 
 
Endangered Species.  Based on the information provided in your letter, we concur with your 
conclusion that the proposed communications tower will not affect any federally listed 
endangered or threatened species, any formally designated critical habitat, or any species 
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currently proposed for federal listing under the Act.  Therefore, we believe the requirements of 
section 7 of the Act have been satisfied.  We remind you that obligations under section 7 must be 
reconsidered if:  (1) new information reveals impacts of this identified action that may affect 
listed species or critical habitat in a manner not previously considered, (2) this action is 
subsequently modified in a manner that was not considered in this review, or (3) a new species is 
listed or critical habitat is determined that may be affected by the identified action. 
 
Migratory Birds.  As you are undoubtedly aware, communications towers (including radio, 
television, cellular, and microwave) can pose a hazard to both resident and migratory birds, 
especially birds that migrate at night.  We are concerned about the cumulative effects to 
migratory birds, particularly the some 350 species that migrate at night, from the increasing 
number of towers being built by the communications industry (increasing at an estimated 6 to 
8 percent annually).  Towers 200 feet high and taller, such as the one you are proposing, are 
particularly hazardous, and those with lighting have even higher rates of avian mortality.  
Though the proposed tower has been relocated further from High Rock Lake (which should 
reduce the likelihood of bird strikes), because it remains in relatively close proximity to this 
large water body (which has a very high waterfowl use during both the spring and fall 
migrations), we still have concerns.  Also, there are several heron/egret rookeries very near the 
proposed tower site.  Estimated mortality rates from communications towers are well over 
5 million birds per year nationally, which violates the spirit and intent of the MBTA and the 
Code of Federal Regulations at Part 50 (designed to implement the MBTA).  Some of the species 
affected are also protected under the Endangered Species Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Act (see below). 
 
The MBTA (16 U.S.C. 703-712) prohibits the taking, killing, possession, transportation, and 
importation of migratory birds, their eggs, parts, and nests, except when specifically authorized 
by the Department of the Interior.  While the MBTA has no provisions for allowing incidental 
take, we recognize that some migratory birds may be killed at structures such as communications 
towers even if all reasonable measures to avoid harm to them are implemented. 
 
To minimize avian strikes on this tower, we recommend the following mitigative measures 
(Your letter contained the Communications Tower Site Evaluation Form for the previous site, so 
some of these measures may be planned for implementation).  These guidelines have been 
developed by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) personnel from research conducted in 
several eastern, midwestern, and southern states and have been refined through regional review.  
They are based on the best information available at this time and are the most prudent and 
effective measures for avoiding bird strikes at towers.  As new information becomes available, 
these guidelines will be updated accordingly. 
 
Communications Tower Construction Guidelines to Protect Migratory Birds: 
 

• Collocate equipment on existing towers (or other structure). 
 

• Build the structure less than 199 feet above ground level. 
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• Site new towers within existing “antenna farms” (clusters of towers).  Towers 

should not be sited near wetlands, other known bird concentration areas (e.g., 
state or federal wildlife refuges, staging areas, rookeries), in known migratory or 
daily movement flyways, or in the habitat of endangered or threatened species.  
Towers should not be sited in areas with a high incidence of fog, mist, or low 
ceilings. 
 

• Construct towers so they can accommodate possible future collocations of 
antennas. 

 
• Use red or white (preferable) strobe lights instead of flashing lights.  The use of 

solid red or pulsating red warning lights at night should be avoided; current 
research indicates that these lights attract birds at a much higher rate than white 
strobe lights. 

 
• Use the minimum amount of lighting, the minimum intensity of lighting, and the 

minimum number of strobe flashes allowed with the minimum strobe flash 
duration under Federal Communications Commission/Federal Aviation 
Administration regulations. 

 
• Minimize security lighting for on-ground facilities and ensure that such lighting 

points downward or is down-shielded. 
 

• Illuminate the tower with additional daytime white strobes (in addition to the 
tower top) to further increase the visibility of the tower to birds and thereby 
decrease the potential for blind strikes. 

 
In order to obtain information on the usefulness of these guidelines in preventing bird strikes and 
to identify any recurring problems with their implementation that may necessitate modifications, 
please advise us of the final location and specifications of the proposed tower and which of the 
above recommendations are implemented.  If any of the reasonable measures cannot be 
implemented, please explain why they are not feasible.1 
 
As mentioned previously, the take of even one bird may constitute a violation of the MBTA.  
However, issuance of a permit is problematic as the number and species of birds that might be 

                                                 
1
A Communications Tower Working Group composed of government agencies, industry, academic researchers, and 

environmental organizations has been formed to develop and implement a research protocol to determine the best 
ways to construct and operate towers to prevent bird strikes.  Until the research is completed or until research efforts 
uncover significant new mitigative measures, the guidelines listed above will be used to mitigate and minimize bird 
strikes. 
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“taken” are unknown and likely inconsistent.2  We recommend a monitoring program to examine 
site-specific avian migration at the tower site as well as the collection of birds from 
tower-induced mortality.  This study will help clarify the actual impacts of this and other similar 
towers to avian mortality and also will help us recommend measures to reduce or eliminate any 
particular risks identified.  Sampling should be focused during times of peak bird migration 
(April and September) and after significant weather events (storms and fog).  We are available to 
assist in the design of a monitoring plan. 
 
To assist us in assessing the effects of bird strikes to towers of this nature in this area, we request 
written permission for our employees and/or designees to access the property at the base of the 
tower to inspect for avian mortality.  Access might occur at regular or random intervals and/or 
following weather events known to induce avian strikes. 
 
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act3.  Bald eagles were removed from the federal list of 
threatened and endangered species on August 9, 2007, and are no longer protected under the 
Endangered Species Act.  However, bald eagles remain protected under the MBTA and Bald and 
Golden Eagle Protection Act.  Bald eagles remain susceptible to harm by disturbance because of 
the prominence of their nests and communal roosts and need continued conservation so that their 
population remains healthy.  Bald Eagles are found year-round at High Rock Lake.  There is at 
least one active nest on the lake and many eagles use the lake in winter as a feeding site.  The 

 
2
The Service’s Division of Law Enforcement carries out its mission to protect migratory birds not only through 

investigation and enforcement but also through fostering relationships with individuals and industries who 
proactively seek to eliminate their impacts on migratory birds.  While it is not possible under the MBTA to absolve 
individuals or companies from liability, if they follow these recommended guidelines, the Division of Law 
Enforcement and the Department of Justice have used enforcement and prosecutorial discretion in the past regarding 
individuals or companies who have made good-faith efforts to avoid the take of migratory birds. 

3 
The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668-668c) prohibits anyone, without a permit issued by the 

Secretary of the Interior, from "taking" bald eagles, including their parts, nests, or eggs. The BGEPA provides 
criminal penalties for persons who "take, possess, sell, purchase, barter, offer to sell, purchase or barter, transport, 
export or import, at any time or any manner, any bald eagle ... [or any golden eagle], alive or dead, or any part, nest, 
or egg thereof." The BGEPA defines "take" as "pursue, shoot, shoot at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, collect, 
molest or disturb." 

For purposes of these guidelines, "disturb" means: “to agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to a degree that 
causes, or is likely to cause, based on the best scientific information available, 1) injury to an eagle, 2) a decrease in 
its productivity, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior, or 3) nest 
abandonment, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior."  In addition to 
immediate impacts, this definition also covers impacts that result from human-induced alterations initiated around a 
previously used nest site during a time when eagles are not present, if, upon the eagle's return, such alterations 
agitate or bother an eagle to a degree that interferes with or interrupts normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering habits, 
and causes injury, death or nest abandonment. 

A violation of the Act can result in a fine of $100,000 ($200,000 for organizations), imprisonment for one year, or 
both, for a first offense. Penalties increase substantially for additional offenses, and a second violation of this Act 
is a felony. 
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proposed tower could pose a hazard to eagles (result in “take”).  We recommend relocating the 
tower to a site that poses less of a hazard to bald eagles and migratory birds.  However, if you 
decided to construct the tower at the proposed location, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has 
developed the following management practices (in addition to those previously described for 
migratory birds) that can be used to protect and benefit bald eagles.  Many of these 
recommendations are designed to protect and preserve bald eagle habitat. 
 

1. Protect and preserve potential roost and nest sites by retaining mature trees and old 
growth stands, particularly within ½ mile from water. 

2. To avoid collisions, site wind turbines, communication towers and high voltage 
transmission power lines away from nests, foraging areas, and communal roost sites. 

3. Employ industry-accepted best management practices to prevent birds from colliding 
with or being electrocuted by utility lines, towers and poles.  If possible, bury utility 
lines in important eagle areas. 

4. Where bald eagles are likely to nest in human-made structures (e.g., cell phone towers) 
and such use could impede operation or maintenance of the structures or jeopardize the 
safety of the eagles, equip the structures with either (1) devices engineered to discourage 
bald eagles from building nests, or (2) nesting platforms that will safely accommodate 
bald eagle nests without interfering with structure performance. 

Please note that even if all possible measures are employed to prevent negative impacts to bald 
eagles, should “take” occur, without a permit4, it is up to the discretion of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s Division of Law Enforcement as to whether to pursue legal action. 

Thank you for informing us about this proposed project.  If you have any questions about our 
comments, please contact Mr. Allen Ratzlaff of our staff at 828/258-3939, Ext. 229.  In any 
future correspondence pertaining to this project, please reference our Log Number 4-2-11-279. 
 
 

 
4 

A permit can be issued for taking eagles when the take is associated with, but not the purpose of, an activity and 
cannot practicably be avoided. We refer to this type of take as "non-purposeful take." Authorization is subject to 
conditions to minimize impacts. The regulation authorizing non-purposeful take permits for bald and golden 
eagles can be found in the Code of the Federal Register 50 CFR 22.26  

 

http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=094ca503a9bec1770c60b28eb9c1725f;rgn=div5;view=text;node=50%3A6.0.1.1.5;idno=50;cc=ecfr#50:6.0.1.1.5.3.1.6
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 February 15, 2013 
 
Mr. Andrew Blake 
Tower Engineering Professionals 
3703 Junction Boulevard 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
 
RE:   Revised review for proposed 380-ft. self Support Emergency Services Tower, NC Highway Patrol 
 VIPER Site: High Rock Lake, Richfield, NC 
  
Dear Mr. Blake, 
 
Thank you for contacting the North Carolina Natural Heritage Program (NHP) about records of rare 
species, natural communities, or Significant Natural Heritage Areas (SNHAs) within the vicinity of the 
proposed Self Support Emergency Services Tower Rowan County.  NHP has no records of conservation 
lands, natural communities, federally or state endangered, threatened, special concern, or significantly 
rare species within the boundaries of the proposed project and there are no records within one mile of 
the site.  
  
Please note that although our maps do not show records of natural heritage elements within the project 
area, it does not necessarily mean that they are not present.  It may simply mean that the area has not 
been surveyed.  The use of Natural Heritage Program data should not be substituted for actual field 
surveys, particularly if the project area contains suitable habitat for rare species, important natural 
communities, or priority natural areas. 
 
You may wish to visit the Natural Heritage Program's new Data Services website 
(http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/nhp/data-services) to access NHP information on rare species, natural 
communities, significant natural areas, and land managed for conservation in the vicinity of your project 
area.  You can use the NHP Map Viewer to search for records within 2 miles of your project area, or the 
Database Search tool for record summaries by county and USGS 7.5-minute topo map.  You can also 
download GIS shapefiles of our data; see the GIS Download page for details.  For instructions on how to 
submit site-specific requests, please see the Request Information page 
(http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/nhp/request-information). 
 
Please contact me at 919-707-8647 or laura.gadd@ncdenr.gov if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Laura Gadd, Botanist 
NC Natural Heritage Program 

http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/nhp/data-services
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/nhp/request-information
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NEW YORK – NORTH CAROLINA

Wayne County 

ZURICH BOG Zurich Bog is a good example of northern sphagnum bog and bog 
forest vegetation, both of which are uncommon in north-central New 
York.  Designated: 1973.  Ownership: Private. 

Westchester County 

MIANUS RIVER GORGE The Mianus River Gorge contains an excellent climax hemlock 
forest and presents an exceptional illustration of piedmont 
physiography and geomorphology.  Designated: 1964.  Ownership: 
Private.

NORTH CAROLINA (13)

Alleghany County 

STONE MOUNTAIN (extends into Wilkes County)  Stone Mountain, located within Stone 
Mountain State Park, is the best example of a monadnock in 
massive granite in North Carolina.  Unique, endemic plants persist 
on the granite outcrops.  Designated: 1974.  Ownership: State. 

Ashe County 

LONG HOPE CREEK 
SPRUCE BOG 

(extends into Watauga County)  Long Hope Creek Spruce Bog is 
one of the rarest plant communities in North Carolina and the 
Southeast, including plant species such as American yew and 
buckbean.  Designated: 1974.  Ownership: Private. 

MOUNT JEFFERSON 
STATE NATURAL AREA 

Mount Jefferson State Natural Area contains virtually undisturbed 
northern red oak forests, and represents one of the best remaining 
examples of oak-chestnut forest in the Southeast.  Designated: 
1974.  Ownership: State.  

Beaufort County 

GOOSE CREEK STATE 
PARK NATURAL AREA 

Goose Creek State Park Natural Area is an excellent example of a 
gently sloping mainland undergoing rapid ocean transgression.  
The site contains several diverse ecological communities including: 
brackish creeks and marshes, marsh transition areas, river swamp 
forest, and pine forest.  Designated: 1980.  Ownership: State. 
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NORTH CAROLINA

Brunswick County 

GREEN SWAMP Green Swamp is the largest and most unique mosaic of wetland 
communities in the Carolinas and is a refuge for rare plant and 
animal species.  Designated: 1974.  Ownership: Private. 

SMITH ISLAND (extends into New Hanover County)  Smith Island, located within 
Fort Fisher State Recreation Area, is a barrier island complex 
representing one of the least disturbed areas remaining on the 
Atlantic Coast.  The site contains one of the best unaltered 
examples of sand strand forest in existence, and a system of sand 
dunes.  Salt marshes, tidal creeks, bays, and mudflats are used 
extensively by aquatic birds, and island beaches provide breeding 
habitat for loggerhead turtles.  Designated: 1967.  Ownership: 
State.

Dare County 

NAGS HEAD WOODS 
AND JOCKEY’S RIDGE 

Nags Head Woods and Jockey’s Ridge illustrates the entire series 
of dune development and plant succession, from shifting open 
dunes to forested stabilized dunes.  Designated: 1974.  Ownership: 
State, county, municipal, private. 

Davie County 

ORBICULAR DIORITE The Orbicular Diorite site contains an unusual plutonic igneous rock 
consisting of hornblende, pyroxene, and feldspars.  Designated: 
1980.  Ownership: Private. 

Hyde County 

SALYER’S RIDGE 
NATURAL AREA 

Salyer’s Ridge Natural Area, located within the Mattamuskeet 
National Wildlife Refuge, contains a rare example of mature loblolly 
pine forest in process of succession towards a deciduous forest.  
Designated: 1983.  Ownership: Federal. 

New Hanover County 

SMITH ISLAND (see Brunswick County) 

Onslow County 

BEAR ISLAND Bear Island, located within Hammocks Beach State Park, contains 
one of the largest and best examples of coastal eolian landforms in 
the Atlantic Coastal Plain biophysiographic province.  Dune 
movement has created a dynamic landscape of outstanding scenic 
beauty.  Designated: 1980.  Ownership: State. 



NATIONAL REGISTRY Page 70
OF NATURAL LANDMARKS 

JUNE 2009 

NORTH CAROLINA – NORTH DAKOTA

Surry County 

PILOT MOUNTAIN Pilot Mountain, located within Pilot Mountain State Park, is a classic 
monadnock that harbors disjunct vegetation from the Blue Ridge 
region.  Designated: 1974.  Ownership: State. 

Wake County 

PIEDMONT BEECH 
NATURAL AREA 

Piedmont Beech Natural Area, located within William B. Umstead 
State Park, is one of the best examples of mixed mesophytic forest 
in the eastern Piedmont of North Carolina.  Portions of the site 
contain unusual examples of good, maturing stands of beech.  
Designated: 1974.  Ownership: State. 

Watauga County 

LONG HOPE CREEK 
SPRUCE BOG 

(see Ashe County) 

Wilkes County 

STONE MOUNTAIN (see Alleghany County) 

Yancey County 

MOUNT MITCHELL STATE 
PARK

Mount Mitchell, located within Mount Mitchell State Park, is the 
highest mountain in the eastern half of the United States at 6,684 
feet.  The site supports the most extensive stand of Fraser fir 
remaining in the country.  Designated: 1974.  Ownership: State. 

NORTH DAKOTA (4) 

Billings County 

TWO-TOP MESA AND BIG 
TOP MESA 

Located one mile apart, Two-Top Mesa and Big Top Mesa are in a 
badlands terrain of sandstones, siltstones and clay.  The mesas are 
characterized by an unbroken cover of grass on flat relief.  
Designated: 1965.  Ownership: Federal. 

Cavalier County 

RUSH LAKE A large shallow, essentially undisturbed prairie pothole lake, Rush 
Lake is an important staging area for waterfowl.  Designated: 1975.  
Ownership: Private. 
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Andrew Blake

From: towernotifyinfo@fcc.gov
Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 1:09 PM
To: Andrew Blake
Subject: Proposed Tower Structure Info - Email ID #3199456

 
Dear Andrew B Blake, 
 
Thank you for submitting a notification regarding your proposed construction via the Tower Construction Notification 
System. Note that the system has assigned a unique Notification ID number for this proposed construction. You will 
need to reference this Notification ID number when you update your project's Status with us.  
 
Below are the details you provided for the construction you have proposed: 
 
  Notification Received: 02/12/2013 
 
  Notification ID: 92484 
  Tower Owner Individual or Entity Name: TEP for the North Carolina Department of Public Safety ‐ North Carolina 
Highway Patrol 
  Consultant Name: Andrew B Blake 
  Street Address: 3703 Junction Blvd. 
  City: Raleigh 
  State: NORTH CAROLINA 
  Zip Code: 27603‐5263 
  Phone: 919‐661‐6351 
  Email: ablake@tepgroup.net 
 
  Structure Type: LTOWER ‐ Lattice Tower 
  Latitude: 35 deg 35 min 44.0 sec N 
  Longitude: 80 deg 14 min 51.6 sec W 
  Location Description: Catfish Road 
  City: Richfield 
  State: NORTH CAROLINA 
  County: ROWAN 
  Ground Elevation: 234.2 meters 
  Support Structure: 115.8 meters above ground level 
  Overall Structure: 120.4 meters above ground level 
  Overall Height AMSL: 354.6 meters above mean sea level 
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Andrew Blake

From: towernotifyinfo@fcc.gov
Sent: Friday, February 15, 2013 3:01 AM
To: Andrew Blake
Cc: kim.pristello@fcc.gov; diane.dupert@fcc.gov
Subject: NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION(S) WHICH WERE SENT PROPOSED TOWER 

CONSTRUCTION NOTIFICATION INFORMATION - Email ID #3201349

 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
Thank you for using the Federal Communications Commission's (FCC) Tower Construction Notification System (TCNS). 
The purpose of this electronic mail message is to inform you that the following authorized persons were sent the 
information you provided through TCNS, which relates to your proposed antenna structure. The information was 
forwarded by the FCC to authorized TCNS users by electronic mail and/or regular mail (letter). 
 
Persons who have received the information that you provided include leaders or their designees of federally‐recognized 
American Indian Tribes, including Alaska Native Villages (collectively "Tribes"), Native Hawaiian Organizations (NHOs), 
and State Historic Preservation Officers (SHPOs). For your convenience in identifying the referenced Tribes and in 
making further contacts, the City and State of the Seat of Government for each Tribe and NHO, as well as the designated 
contact person, is included in the listing below. We note that Tribes may have Section 106 cultural interests in ancestral 
homelands or other locations that are far removed from their current Seat of Government.  Pursuant to the 
Commission's rules as set forth in the Nationwide Programmatic Agreement for Review of Effects on Historic Properties 
for Certain Undertakings Approved by the Federal Communications Commission (NPA), all Tribes and NHOs listed below 
must be afforded a reasonable opportunity to respond to this notification, consistent with the procedures set forth 
below, unless the proposed construction falls within an exclusion designated by the Tribe or NHO. (NPA, Section IV.F.4).
 
The information you provided was forwarded to the following Tribes and NHOs who have set their geographic 
preferences on TCNS. If the information you provided relates to a proposed antenna structure in the State of Alaska, the 
following list also includes Tribes located in the State of Alaska that have not specified their geographic preferences.  For 
these Tribes and NHOs, if the Tribe or NHO does not respond within a reasonable time, you should make a reasonable 
effort at follow‐up contact, unless the Tribe or NHO has agreed to different procedures (NPA, Section IV.F.5). In the 
event such a Tribe or NHO does not respond to a follow‐up inquiry, or if a substantive or procedural disagreement arises 
between you and a Tribe or NHO, you must seek guidance from the Commission (NPA, Section IV.G).  These procedures 
are further set forth in the FCC's Declaratory Ruling released on October 6, 2005 (FCC 05‐176). 
 
 
1. Chief Leo R Henry ‐ Tuscarora Nation ‐ Via: Lewiston, NY ‐ regular mail 
Details: If the Applicant/tower builder receives no response from the Tuscarora Nation within 30 days after notification 
through TCNS, the Tuscarora Nation has no interest in participating in pre‐construction review for the site.  The 
Applicant/tower builder, however, must IMMEDIATLY notify the Tuscarora Nation in the event archaeological properties 
or human remains are discovered during construction. 
 
 
 
2. Policy Analyst Richard L Allen ‐ Cherokee Nation ‐ Tahlequah, OK ‐ electronic mail 
Details: The TCNS Details do not provide me enough information to conduct a proper assessment of the projects on 
behalf of the Cherokee Nation. Therefore, I request that I be sent a brief summary of the Phase I findings [please try to 
limit the summary to between1‐‐10 pages], a topo of the area, and relevant photos.  Please send these by email to 
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rallen@cherokee.org.  Please treat this request for additional material as a routine supplement to the TCNS Details 
Notification for each of your projects that fall within our Tribe's areas of geographic interest.  Consequently, if you do 
not receive a response from me within 30 days from the date on which you e‐mailed the supplemental items to me, you 
may move forward with the 20‐Day Letter procedures pursuant to the FCC's guidelines.  Thank you. ‐‐ Dr. Richard L. 
Allen 
 
 
 
3. Administrative Assistant Jo Ann Beckham ‐ Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma ‐ Seneca, MO ‐ electronic mail 
Details: If you, the Applicant and/or tower constructor, do not receive a response from us, the Eastern Shawnee Tribe of 
Oklahoma, within 30 days from the date of the TCNS notification, then you may conclude that we do not have an 
interest in the site.  However, if archeological resources or remains are found during construction, you must 
immediately stop construction and notify us of your findings in accordance with the FCC's rules.  (See 47 C.F.R. § 
1.1312(d)) 
 
 
 
4. THPO Kim Jumper ‐ Shawnee Tribe ‐ Miami, OK ‐ regular mail 
Details: THIS IS YOUR OFFICIAL NOTICE THAT THE SHAWNEE TRIBE IS INTERESTED IN CONSULTING ON ALL PROJECTS 
BUILT IN OUR AREAS OF GEOGRAPHIC INTEREST. 
 
ATTENTION, NEW INFORMATION: Our procedures were updated on 14 January 2008.  Please call Kim Jumper, THPO, at 
918‐542‐2441, so that she can send you a copy. 
 
If your tower is a co‐location, please fax us this information to let us know.  We cannot always tell from the TCNS web 
site that a tower is a co‐location.  We require a written response from you to let us know that it is a co‐location.  If a co‐
location project includes some new ground disturbance (such as from an expanded compound or access road, or 
construction of an ancillary structure), the Shawnee Tribe treats such a project the same as any other non co‐location 
project.  
 
Our correct mailing/physical address is:  29 South Highway 69A.  Our correct phone number is (918‐542‐2441) and our 
historic preservation fax line is (918‐542‐9915).  THPO Kim Jumper manages all cell tower consultation. 
 
As of  26 June2006, all of the faxed responses of our final comments on a tower site will contain an original Shawnee 
Tribe signature.  Each final comment fax is signed individually.  Copies may be compared, for authentication, against the 
original in our files.If afinal comment fax does not contain a signature, it is not valid.  ALL FINAL COMMENTS FROM THE 
SHAWNEE TRIBE ARE WRITTEN; FINAL COMMENTS ARE NEVER PROVIDED VERBALLY.  IF THE SHAWNEE TRIBE IS 
CREDITED WITH HAVING GIVEN A VERBAL RESPONSE, THAT RESPONSE IS NOT VALID.  
 
If you receive notification through the TCNS listing the Shawnee Tribe, that is an indication that the Shawnee Tribe is 
interested in consulting on the tower for which that notification was received.  Please consider that our official 
indication of interest to you.  The Shawnee Tribe considers the Tower Construction Notification System's weekly e‐mail 
to be the first notification that we receive that a tower will be constructed in an area of our concern.  We do not view 
the TCNS notificationas completion of 106 consultation obligations. 
 
The Shawnee Tribe has developed streamlined consultation procedures for cell tower developers and their 
subcontractors. If you do not have a copy of the procedures ‐ most recently updated on 14 January2008 ‐ please contact 
us, as you must follow these procedures to consult with us on cell tower projects.  Call us at  918‐542‐2441 or fax us at 
918‐542‐9915.  It is the tower builder's responsibility to make sure that you have our most recent consultation 
procedures. 
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PLEASE DO NOT SEND US INFORMATION, QUERIES, OR COMMENTS ELECTRONICALLY.  SINCE  1 DECEMBER 2005, WE 
HAVE NOT HANDLED ANY CELL TOWER CONSULTATION, INQUIRIES, OR CORRESPONDENCE VIA E‐MAIL. 
 
 
 
5. THPO and Executive Director Dr. Wenonah G Haire ‐ Catawba Indian Nation Cultural Preservation Project ‐ Rock Hill, 
SC ‐ electronic mail and regular mail 
Details: The Catawba Indian Nation Tribal Historic Preservation Office requests that you send us by regular mail the 
following information needed to complete our research for the your proposed project: 
 
Project Name____________________________________________________ 
 
Project Number__________________________________________________ 
 
_____1. The name, complete address, phone number, fax number and e‐mail address of the project manager. 
 
_____2. The project location plotted on a topo map. 
 
_____3. The project name, address and location; street or highway, city, county, state. 
 
_____4. A brief description of the proposed project.  Please include the size of the proposed project site and the size of 
the area where ground‐disturbing activities will be taking place and the type of disturbance anticipated.   
 
_____5. A brief description of current and former land use.  We are primarily interested in ground disturbance and do 
not need detailed information or photographs of historic structures in the projectarea. 
 
_____6. A list of all recorded archaeological sites within one half (1/2) mile of the project area. 
 
_____7. A list of all eligible and potentially eligible National Register of Historic Places sites within one half (1/2) mile of 
the proposed project area. 
 
_____8.  If there has been an archaeological survey done in the area, a copy of that report. 
 
_____9.  It is not necessary to send original color photos if you can provide high‐resolution color copies. 
 
_____10. A letter of concurrencefrom the appropriate State Historic Preservation Office. 
 
If you use the FCC Form 620, please do not send Attachments 1 through 6.  They are not necessary for our 
determination.  We do not have an interest in projects that require no ground disturbance. 
 
Please note:  Our research/processing fee is currently $250.  This fee will be changing to $400 effective March 1, 2012.  
Please send these requested materials in hard copy format.  Send to: 
 
CIN‐THPO 
1536 Tom Steven Road 
Rock Hill, S.C.  29730 
 
 
 
The information you provided was also forwarded to the additional Tribes and NHOs listed below. These Tribes and 
NHOs have NOT set their geographic preferences on TCNS, and therefore they are currently receiving tower notifications 
for the entire United States.  For these Tribes and NHOs, you are required to use reasonable and good faith efforts to 
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determine if the Tribe or NHO may attach religious and cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected 
by its proposed undertaking. Such efforts may include, but are not limited to, seeking information from the relevant 
SHPO or THPO, Indian Tribes, state agencies, the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs, or, where applicable, any federal agency 
with land holdings within the state (NPA, Section IV.B). If after such reasonable and good faith efforts, you determine 
that a Tribe or NHO may attach religious and cultural significance to historic properties in the area and the Tribe or NHO 
does not respond to TCNS notification within a reasonable time, you should make a reasonable effort to follow up, and 
must seek guidance from the Commission in the event of continued non‐response or in the event of a procedural or 
substantive disagreement. If you determine that the Tribe or NHO is unlikely to attach religious and cultural significance 
to historic properties within the area, you do not need to take further action unless the Tribe or NHO indicates an 
interest in the proposed construction or other evidence of potential interest comes to your attention. 
 
None 
 
The information you provided was also forwarded to the following SHPOs in the State in which you propose to construct 
and neighboring States.  The information was provided to these SHPOs as a courtesy for their information and planning.  
You need make no effort at this time to follow up with any SHPO that does not respond to this notification.  Prior to 
construction, you must provide the SHPO of the State in which you propose to construct (or the Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer, if the project will be located on certain Tribal lands), with a Submission Packet pursuant to Section 
VII.A of the NPA. 
 
 
6. Environmental Review Coordinator Renee GledhillEarley ‐ NC State Historic Preservation Office ‐ Raleigh, NC ‐ 
electronic mail 
 
   
 
7. Deputy SHPO David Brook ‐ Historic Preservation Office ‐ Raleigh, NC ‐ electronic mail 
 
   
 
If you are proposing to construct a facility in the State of Alaska, you should contact Commission staff for guidance 
regarding your obligations in the event that Tribes do not respond to this notification within a reasonable time. 
 
Please be advised that the FCC cannot guarantee that the contact(s) listed above opened and reviewed an electronic or 
regular mail notification. The following information relating to the proposed tower was forwarded to the person(s) listed 
above: 
 
  Notification Received: 02/12/2013 
  Notification ID: 92484 
  Tower Owner Individual or Entity Name: TEP for the North Carolina Department of Public Safety ‐ North Carolina 
Highway Patrol 
  Consultant Name: Andrew B Blake 
  Street Address: 3703 Junction Blvd. 
  City: Raleigh 
  State: NORTH CAROLINA 
  Zip Code: 27603‐5263 
  Phone: 919‐661‐6351 
  Email: ablake@tepgroup.net 
 
  Structure Type: LTOWER ‐ Lattice Tower 
  Latitude: 35 deg 35 min 44.0 sec N 
  Longitude: 80 deg 14 min 51.6 sec W 
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  Location Description: Catfish Road 
  City: Richfield 
  State: NORTH CAROLINA 
  County: ROWAN 
  Ground Elevation: 234.2 meters 
  Support Structure: 115.8 meters above ground level 
  Overall Structure: 120.4 meters above ground level 
  Overall Height AMSL: 354.6 meters above mean sea level 
 
If you have any questions or comments regarding this notice, please contact the FCC using the electronic mail form 
located on the FCC's website at: 
 
http://wireless.fcc.gov/outreach/notification/contact‐fcc.html. 
 
You may also call the FCC Support Center at (877) 480‐3201 (TTY 717‐338‐2824).  Hours are from 8 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Eastern Time, Monday through Friday (except Federal holidays).  To provide quality service and ensure security, all 
telephone calls are recorded. 
 
Thank you, 
Federal Communications Commission 
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February 18, 2013 
 
Cherokee Nation  
Post Office Box 948 
Tahlequah, OK 
74464 
 
Attention: Dr. Richard Allen 
  Policy Analyst 
 
Subject:  Proposed 380-ft Self-Support Communications Tower   
  NC Highway Patrol Site: High Rock Lake 
  FCC TCNS # 92484 
  Catfish Road 
  Richfield, NC 
  (Rowan County)  
 
Dear Dr. Allen: 
 
Your office originally reviewed and concurred with the construction of the aforementioned 
facility; however, under the original TCNS# 89358 the site coordinates were incorrect.  All 
the supplemental site specific information (i.e site plans, topographic maps, photo pages, 
and archaeological survey) accurately depicted the proposed facility.  We apologize for any 
inconvenience this may cause and appreciate your cooperation with this matter.  
 
Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. of Raleigh, NC has been contracted by the North Carolina 
Department of Public Safety (North Carolina Highway Patrol) to complete a NEPA Checklist 
(FCC Compliance Audit) for the proposed 380-ft (395-ft with appurtenances) AGL Self Support 
tower that will be located north of a portion of Bringle Ferry Road, south of a portion of Catfish 
Road, east of a portion of Panther Point Road, and southwest of the Town of Denton, in 
southeastern Rowan County, North Carolina.  The proposed emergency services tower facility 
will be located on the southern portion of a 435.64-acre property identified as Parcel ID No. 506-
001 by the Rowan County, NC Tax Assessors Office.  The proposed 20-ft wide access easement 
will utilize an existing earthen path which proceeds south from Catfish Road, through previously 
disturbed forested land uses, for approximately 2,200-ft until reaching the proposed 80-ft x 80-ft 
lease area.  The proposed 30-ft x 38-ft x 10-ft x 46.5-ft x 31-ft x 31-ft fenced tower compound 
will be located entirely within the proposed 80-ft x 80-ft lease area primarily occupied by fallow 
land uses associated with a former logging deck.   
 
The proposed area of disturbance associated with the improvement of the existing, previously 
disturbed, access drive is anticipated to total approximately 44,000 sq. ft. (1-acres).  The proposed 
area of disturbance associated with the 80-ft x 80-ft lease area is anticipated to total 
approximately 6,400 sq. ft. (0.15-acres).  The total proposed area of disturbance associated with 
the improvement of the existing access drive and lease area is anticipated to total approximately 
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50,400 sq. ft. (1.15-acres).  The parcel containing the subject property is reportedly owned by 
Steven & James Bingham and is herein after referred to as the parent property. 
 
The parent property is occupied by fallow and undeveloped forested land uses associated with 
previous timber harvest operations and is located in a portion of Rowan County where the 
majority of the surrounding area is occupied by low density residential, agricultural, and 
undeveloped forested land uses.   
 
The 1-A coordinates of the tower location are as follows: 
 
Latitude: N 35º 35’ 44.034” (NAD 83) 
Longitude: W 80º 14’ 51.596” (NAD 83) 
 
TEP contracted R.S. Webb and Associates, a cultural resources consulting firm, to perform an 
Archaeological Evaluation of the site, to make an assessment of the potential direct effects the 
proposed tower may have on archaeological resources.  The Archaeological Evaluation has been 
included for your review.   
 
Additionally, TEP personnel conducted research utilizing the North Carolina State Historic 
Preservation Office HPOWEB GIS Service, resulting in the identification of two historic 
properties within the designated 0.75-mile FCC visual APE.   
  
It is the position of TEP that the proposed tower site does not appear to pose a threat to Native 
American sites of religious or cultural significance; however, we are requesting a letter from the 
Cherokee Nation to confirm our findings.  A portion of the pertinent 7.5-minute (High Rock) 
topographic map that depicts the proposed tower location, NCSHPO Map, NCSHPO Results, site 
plan, and site photographs have been included for your review.   
 
If there are any questions, or if any additional information is needed, please do not hesitate to call.  
Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Andrew B. Blake 
Environmental Scientist II 
Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. 
 





1

Andrew Blake

From: towernotifyinfo@fcc.gov
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2013 10:27 AM
To: Andrew Blake
Cc: kim.pristello@fcc.gov; diane.dupert@fcc.gov
Subject: Confirmation - Referral of a Proposed Tower Construction Notification - Email ID #

3232109

 
Dear Andrew B Blake, 
 
Your referral of a proposed tower structure notification has been successfully submitted via the Tower Construction 
Notification System.  The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) will be processing this referral for purposes of 
contacting federally recognized Indian Tribes, including Alaska Native Villages, and Native Hawaiian Organizations as 
specified by Section IV.G of the Nationwide Programmatic Agreement and the Declaratory Ruling of October 6, 2005.  
You will receive a Proposed Construction of Communications Facilities Notification of Final Contacts when the FCC has 
completed processing this referral.  Below are the details you provided in the referral of the tower you have proposed to 
construct: 
 
  Notification Received: 02/12/2013 
  Notification Referred: 03/27/2013 
 
  Notification ID: 92484 
  Tower Owner Individual or Entity Name: TEP for the North Carolina Department of Public Safety ‐ North Carolina 
Highway Patrol 
  Consultant Name: Andrew B Blake 
  Street Address: 3703 Junction Blvd. 
  City: Raleigh 
  State: NORTH CAROLINA 
  Zip Code: 27603‐5263 
  Phone: 919‐661‐6351 
  Email: ablake@tepgroup.net 
 
  Structure Type: LTOWER ‐ Lattice Tower 
   
  Latitude: 35 deg 35 min 44.0 sec N 
  Longitude: 80 deg 14 min 51.6 sec W 
  Location Description: Catfish Road 
  City: Richfield 
  State: NORTH CAROLINA 
  County: ROWAN 
  Ground Elevation: 234.2 meters 
  Support Structure: 115.8 meters above ground level 
  Overall Structure: 120.4 meters above ground level 
  Overall Height AMSL: 354.6 meters above mean sea level 
 
 
Entities Who Have Not Responded: 
  Cherokee Nation 
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    First Contact Date: 02/14/2013 
    Second Contact Date: 2/18/2013 
 
**Note that the FCC will assign a unique Notification ID number for a site where the initial contact was not made 
through TCNS.  You will need to reference this Notification ID number when you update your project's Status with us. 
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Andrew Blake

From: towernotifyinfo@fcc.gov
Sent: Thursday, March 28, 2013 9:05 AM
To: Andrew Blake
Cc: Diane.Dupert@fcc.gov; Kim.Pristello@fcc.gov
Subject: Proposed Construction of Communications Facilities Notification of Final Contacts - 

Email ID #12252

  TEP for the North Carolina Department of Public Safety ‐ North Carolina Highway Patrol 
  Andrew B Blake  
  3703 Junction Blvd. 
  Raleigh, NC 27603‐5263 
 
Dear Applicant: 
 
  This letter addresses the proposed communications facilities listed below that you have referred to the Federal 
Communications Commission (Commission) for purposes of contacting federally recognized Indian Tribes, including 
Alaska Native Villages (collectively Indian Tribes), and Native Hawaiian Organizations (NHOs), as specified by Section IV.G 
of the Nationwide Programmatic Agreement (NPA). Consistent with the procedures outlined in the Commission's recent 
Declaratory Ruling (1), we have contacted the Indian Tribes or NHOs identified in the attached Table for the projects 
listed in the attached Table. You referred these projects to us between 03/21/2013 and 03/28/2013. Our contact with 
these Indian Tribes or NHOs was sent on 03/28/2013. 
   
  Thus, as described in the Declaratory Ruling (2), if you or Commission staff do not receive a statement of interest 
regarding a particular project from any Tribe or NHO within 20 calendar days of 03/28/2013, your obligations under 
Section IV of the NPA with respect to these Indian Tribes or NHOs are complete(3). If an Indian Tribe or NHO responds 
that it is interested in participating within the 20 calendar day period, the Applicant must involve it in the review as set 
forth in the NPA, and may not begin construction until the process set forth in the NPA is completed. 
 
  You are reminded that Section IX of the NPA imposes independent obligations on an Applicant when a 
previously unidentified site that may be a historic property, including an archeological property, is discovered during 
construction or after the completion of review(4). In such instances, the Applicant must cease construction and 
promptly notify, among others, any potentially affected Indian Tribe or NHO. An Indian Tribe's or NHO's failure to 
express interest in participating in pre‐construction review of an undertaking does not necessarily mean it is not 
interested in archeological properties or human remains that may inadvertently be discovered during construction. 
Hence, an Applicant is still required to notify any potentially affected Indian Tribe or NHO of any such finds pursuant to 
Section IX or other applicable law. 
 
  Sincerely, 
  Dan Abeyta 
  Assistant Chief 
  Spectrum and Competition Policy Division 
  Wireless Telecommunications Bureau 
 
_______________________________________  
1) See Clarification of Procedures for Participation of Federally Recognized Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian 
Organizations Under the Nationwide Programmatic Agreement, Declaratory Ruling, FCC 05‐176 (released October 6, 
2005) (Declaratory Ruling). 
2) Id S 8‐10. 
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3) We note that, under the Declaratory Ruling, an expression of interest by an Indian Tribe or NHO addressed solely to 
the Commission staff during the 20‐day period is sufficient even if it does not contact the Applicant. 
4) Id at S 11.   
 
LIST OF PROPOSED COMMUNICATIONS TOWERS   
 
TCNS# 92484 Referred Date: 03/27/2013 Location: Catfish Road, Richfield, NC  
  Tribe Name: Cherokee Nation 
 
   
LEGEND: 
* ‐ Notification numbers are assigned by the Commission staff for sites where initial contact was not made through 
TCNS. 
 
 
 
 



 

3703 Junction Blvd. Raleigh, NC 27603-5263 O) (919) 661-6351 F)(919) 661-6350 
ablake@tepgroup.net 

February 12, 2013 
 
Shawnee Tribe 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
29 South Highway 69A 
Miami, OK  74354 
 
 
Attention: Kim Jumper 
  Tribal Historic Preservation Officer  
   
Subject:  Proposed 380-ft Self-Support Communications Tower   
  NC Highway Patrol Site: High Rock Lake 
  FCC TCNS # 92484 
  Catfish Road 
  Richfield, NC 
  (Rowan County)  
 
Dear Ms. Jumper: 
 
Your office originally reviewed and concurred with the construction of the aforementioned 
facility; however, under the original TCNS# 89358 the site coordinates were incorrect.  All 
the supplemental site specific information (i.e site plans, topographic maps, photo pages, 
and archaeological survey) accurately depicted the proposed facility.  We apologize for any 
inconvenience this may cause and appreciate your cooperation with this matter.  
 
Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. of Raleigh, NC has been contracted by the North Carolina 
Department of Public Safety (North Carolina Highway Patrol) to complete a NEPA Checklist 
(FCC Compliance Audit) for the proposed 380-ft (395-ft with appurtenances) AGL Self Support 
tower that will be located north of a portion of Bringle Ferry Road, south of a portion of Catfish 
Road, east of a portion of Panther Point Road, and southwest of the Town of Denton, in 
southeastern Rowan County, North Carolina.  The proposed emergency services tower facility 
will be located on the southern portion of a 435.64-acre property identified as Parcel ID No. 506-
001 by the Rowan County, NC Tax Assessors Office.  The proposed 20-ft wide access easement 
will utilize an existing earthen path which proceeds south from Catfish Road, through previously 
disturbed forested land uses, for approximately 2,200-ft until reaching the proposed 80-ft x 80-ft 
lease area.  The proposed 30-ft x 38-ft x 10-ft x 46.5-ft x 31-ft x 31-ft fenced tower compound 
will be located entirely within the proposed 80-ft x 80-ft lease area primarily occupied by fallow 
land uses associated with a former logging deck.   
 
The proposed area of disturbance associated with the improvement of the existing, previously 
disturbed, access drive is anticipated to total approximately 44,000 sq. ft. (1-acres).  The proposed 
area of disturbance associated with the 80-ft x 80-ft lease area is anticipated to total 
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approximately 6,400 sq. ft. (0.15-acres).  The total proposed area of disturbance associated with 
the improvement of the existing access drive and lease area is anticipated to total approximately 
50,400 sq. ft. (1.15-acres).  The parcel containing the subject property is reportedly owned by 
Steven & James Bingham and is herein after referred to as the parent property. 
 
The parent property is occupied by fallow and undeveloped forested land uses associated with 
previous timber harvest operations and is located in a portion of Rowan County where the 
majority of the surrounding area is occupied by low density residential, agricultural, and 
undeveloped forested land uses.   
 
The 1-A coordinates of the tower location are as follows: 
 
Latitude: N 35º 35’ 44.034” (NAD 83) 
Longitude: W 80º 14’ 51.596” (NAD 83) 
 
TEP contracted R.S. Webb and Associates, a cultural resources consulting firm, to perform an 
Archaeological Evaluation of the site, to make an assessment of the potential direct effects the 
proposed tower may have on archaeological resources.  The Archaeological Evaluation has been 
included for your review.   
 
Additionally, TEP personnel conducted research utilizing the North Carolina State Historic 
Preservation Office HPOWEB GIS Service, resulting in the identification of two historic 
properties within the designated 0.75-mile FCC visual APE.   
  
It is the position of TEP that the proposed tower site does not appear to pose a threat to Native 
American sites of religious or cultural significance; however, we are requesting a letter from the 
Shawnee Tribe to confirm our findings.  A portion of the pertinent 7.5-minute (High Rock) 
topographic map that depicts the proposed tower location, NCSHPO Map, NCSHPO Results, site 
plan, and site photographs have been included for your review.   
 
If there are any questions, or if any additional information is needed, please do not hesitate to call.  
Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Andrew B. Blake 
Environmental Scientist II 
Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. 
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February 12, 2013 
 
Catawba Tribal Historic Preservation  
1536 Tom Stevens Road 
Rock Hill, South Carolina 
29730 
 
Attention: Ms. Wenonah Haire 
  Review & Compliance Coordinator 
 
Subject:  Proposed 380-ft Self-Support Communications Tower   
  NC Highway Patrol Site: High Rock Lake 
  FCC TCNS # 92484 
  Catfish Road 
  Richfield, NC 
  (Rowan County)  
 
Dear Ms. Haire: 
 
Your office originally reviewed and concurred with the construction of the aforementioned 
facility; however, under the original TCNS# 89358 the site coordinates were incorrect.  All 
the supplemental site specific information (i.e site plans, topographic maps, photo pages, 
and archaeological survey) accurately depicted the proposed facility.  We apologize for any 
inconvenience this may cause and appreciate your cooperation with this matter.  
 
Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. of Raleigh, NC has been contracted by the North Carolina 
Department of Public Safety (North Carolina Highway Patrol) to complete a NEPA Checklist 
(FCC Compliance Audit) for the proposed 380-ft (395-ft with appurtenances) AGL Self Support 
tower that will be located north of a portion of Bringle Ferry Road, south of a portion of Catfish 
Road, east of a portion of Panther Point Road, and southwest of the Town of Denton, in 
southeastern Rowan County, North Carolina.  The proposed emergency services tower facility 
will be located on the southern portion of a 435.64-acre property identified as Parcel ID No. 506-
001 by the Rowan County, NC Tax Assessors Office.  The proposed 20-ft wide access easement 
will utilize an existing earthen path which proceeds south from Catfish Road, through previously 
disturbed forested land uses, for approximately 2,200-ft until reaching the proposed 80-ft x 80-ft 
lease area.  The proposed 30-ft x 38-ft x 10-ft x 46.5-ft x 31-ft x 31-ft fenced tower compound 
will be located entirely within the proposed 80-ft x 80-ft lease area primarily occupied by fallow 
land uses associated with a former logging deck.   
 
The proposed area of disturbance associated with the improvement of the existing, previously 
disturbed, access drive is anticipated to total approximately 44,000 sq. ft. (1-acres).  The proposed 
area of disturbance associated with the 80-ft x 80-ft lease area is anticipated to total 
approximately 6,400 sq. ft. (0.15-acres).  The total proposed area of disturbance associated with 
the improvement of the existing access drive and lease area is anticipated to total approximately 
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50,400 sq. ft. (1.15-acres).  The parcel containing the subject property is reportedly owned by 
Steven & James Bingham and is herein after referred to as the parent property. 
 
The parent property is occupied by fallow and undeveloped forested land uses associated with 
previous timber harvest operations and is located in a portion of Rowan County where the 
majority of the surrounding area is occupied by low density residential, agricultural, and 
undeveloped forested land uses.   
 
The 1-A coordinates of the tower location are as follows: 
 
Latitude: N 35º 35’ 44.034” (NAD 83) 
Longitude: W 80º 14’ 51.596” (NAD 83) 
 
TEP contracted R.S. Webb and Associates, a cultural resources consulting firm, to perform an 
Archaeological Evaluation of the site, to make an assessment of the potential direct effects the 
proposed tower may have on archaeological resources.  The Archaeological Evaluation has been 
included for your review.   
 
Additionally, TEP personnel conducted research utilizing the North Carolina State Historic 
Preservation Office HPOWEB GIS Service, resulting in the identification of two historic 
properties within the designated 0.75-mile FCC visual APE; however, these properties have been 
determined ineligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.   
  
It is the position of TEP that the proposed tower site does not appear to pose a threat to Native 
American sites of religious or cultural significance; however, we are requesting a letter from the 
Catawba Indian Nation to confirm our findings.  A portion of the pertinent 7.5-minute (High 
Rock) topographic map that depicts the proposed tower location, NCSHPO Map, NCSHPO 
Results, site plan, and site photographs have been included for your review.   
 
If there are any questions, or if any additional information is needed, please do not hesitate to call.  
Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Andrew B. Blake 
Environmental Scientist II 
Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. 
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High Rock Lake

Dec 14, 2012

This map is for general reference only. The US Fish and Wildlife Service is not
responsible for the accuracy or currentness of the  base data shown on this map. All
wetlands related data should be used in accordance with the layer metadata found on
the Wetlands Mapper web site.
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