Federal Emergency Management Agency

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Availability of the Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA) 

for Hazardous Material Railcar Storage
Texas City, Galveston County, Texas
Port Security Grant Project FEMA Project/Grant #2005-GB-T5-0105
Interested persons are hereby notified that the Port of Texas City Terminal Railway Company has applied for Port security grant program funding under Section 601 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) grants funds under this program for activities which help to improve security and reduce security risks to United States ports. 

FEMA proposes to assist the Port of Texas City Terminal Railway Company in providing a secure area to store railcars containing hazardous materials located south of FM 519 between SH 146 and Industrial Loop 197. The proposed site for the planned railcar staging area is an approximately 63-acre tract of land that is currently undeveloped except for the adjacent pre-existing rail. The proposed facility would be located on the northwest side of the Seawall Road on the Hurricane Protection Levee of the Texas City Barge Canal. The Secure Railcar Staging Area project will enable the Port of Texas City to provide a high security restricted access area for the staging of hazardous materials arriving at the facility by rail.  These rail cars are typically awaiting delivery to one of the many petrochemical plants located within the Port’s property. 

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), Executive Order 11988, Executive Order 11990, and the implementing regulations of FEMA, an Environmental Assessment (EA) was prepared to assess the potential impacts of the Proposed Action on the human and natural environment.  The Draft EA summarizes the purpose and need, alternatives, affected environmental, and potential environmental consequences for the proposed action.  The Draft EA is available for comment and can be viewed and downloaded from FEMA’s website at http://www.fema.gov/plan/ehp/envdocuments/ea-region6.shtm or viewed at the following locations:

· City Hall
1801 9th Avenue N.

Texas City, Texas  77590

· Moore Memorial Library
1701 9th Avenue N.

Texas City, Texas  77590

The comment period will end 30 days from the initial notice publication date of January 15, 2008.  Written comments on the Draft EA can be mailed or faxed to the contact listed below.  If no substantive comments are received, the Draft EA will become final and a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) will be issued for the project.  Substantive comments will be addressed as appropriate in the final documents. 

Railcar Material Storage

c/o Michael  Marcon
InControl Technologies, Inc.
3845 FM 1960 W, Suite 195
Houston, TX 77068
FAX – 281.580.8853
