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WASHINGTON – Following an intense earthquake that occurred in the Gulf of
Alaska, which prompted tsunami watches, advisories and warnings across many
state coastlines, FEMA continues to highlight safety tips for those who live in or
visit coastal communities.  While today’s immediate threat has passed, the
situation serves as a reminder to all that there are steps that can be taken now, to
prepare for future events.

According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, tsunamis are
one of the most powerful and destructive natural forces, delivering a series of
extremely long waves which can cause dangerous coastal flooding and powerful
currents that can last for several hours or days.  Caused by an underwater
disturbance such as an earthquake, landslide, volcanic eruption, or meteorite,
tsunamis radiate outward in all directions from the point of origin and can move
across entire ocean basins.

If a major earthquake or landslide occurs close to shore, areas are at greater risk
if they are less than 25 feet above sea level and within a mile of the shoreline. The
first wave in a series could reach the beach in a few minutes, even before a
warning is issued.

FEMA encourages citizens to protect themselves and their families by taking the
following steps to ensure they are ready in the event of a tsunami:

Create and practice an evacuation plan with your family. If you live in a tsunami
evacuation zone you will find signs in your community. Familiarity may save
your life. Be able to follow your escape route at night and during inclement
weather.
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Create a family communications plan to know how you’ll contact each other and
reconnect if separated. Establish a family meeting place that’s familiar and easy
to find.
 
Build an emergency kit to ensure you and your family are prepared to be on
your own for at least 72 hours.
 
If you are a tourist, familiarize yourself with local tsunami evacuation protocols.

Familiarize yourself with tsunami notification information:

Tsunami Watch
A tsunami watch is issued to alert emergency management officials and the
public of an event which may later impact the watch area.
Prepare to take action and stay alert for further information.
 

Tsunami Advisory
A tsunami advisory is issued when a tsunami with the potential to generate
strong currents or waves dangerous to those in or very near the water is
imminent or expected. The threat may continue for several hours after initial
arrival, but significant inundation is not expected for areas under an advisory.
 

Tsunami Warning
A tsunami warning is issued when a tsunami with the potential to generate
widespread inundation is imminent or expected.
Warnings alert the public that dangerous coastal flooding accompanied by
powerful currents is possible and may continue for several hours after initial
arrival.
Move inland, out of the water, off the beach, and away from harbors,
marinas, breakwaters, bays and inlets.
Be alert to and follow instructions from your local emergency officials
because they may have more detailed or specific information for your
location.
If you feel a strong earthquake or extended ground rolling take immediate
protective actions such as moving inland and/or uphill preferably by foot.
If told to evacuate, evacuate immediately, taking your animals with you.  If
you are in a high-rise building and instructed to shelter in place, stay on
floors just above flood water. Stay in hallways or interior rooms.
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Do not return to the coast until local emergency officials indicate it is safe to
do so.

The FEMA App (available in English & Spanish) provides National Weather
Service alerts, safety tips for what to do before/during/after more than 25 natural &
man-made emergencies, emergency kit and family communication plan checklists,
and more: www.fema.gov/mobile-app. 

For more information about tsunamis and how to prepare visit
www.ready.gov/tsunamis.

###
 

FEMA's mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a
nation we work together to build, sustain and improve our capability to prepare for,
protect against, respond to, recover from and mitigate all hazards.

Follow FEMA online at www.fema.gov/blog, www.twitter.com/fema,
www.twitter.com/femaspox, www.facebook.com/fema and
www.youtube.com/fema.  Also, follow Administrator Brock Long’s activities at
www.twitter.com/fema_brock.

The social media links provided are for reference only. FEMA does not endorse
any non-government websites, companies or applications
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