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WASHINGTON – The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) encourages all
Americans to participate in this year’s Great ShakeOut earthquake drills, which will take
place on Thursday, Oct. 19, at 10:19 a.m. local time. The drill is designed to promote
awareness and increase earthquake preparedness nationwide.

The Great ShakeOut Earthquake Drills are regionally organized campaigns linked
together as a worldwide preparedness movement spanning more than 70 countries,
focusing on  earthquake safety activities that remind participants to “Drop, Cover, and
Hold On” as the recommended safety action immediately when an earthquake occurs.

“Practicing what to do during an earthquake could save your life,” FEMA Administrator
Brock Long noted. “Building a true culture of preparedness requires an understanding of
the hazards each community may face, and the proper actions to take. Preparing now
and knowing what actions you can take is the first step in protecting yourself and loved
ones in case of emergency.”

For this year’s Great ShakeOut it is expected that more than 18.5 million people in the
United States and its territories will participate in the October 19 drill, with another nearly
15 million participating worldwide. Registration is ongoing and these numbers will
increase; check www.ShakeOut.org for current totals.

FEMA recommends that everyone learn how to protect themselves during earthquakes.
To register involvement and participate for free visit www.shakeout.org.

FEMA supports the Great ShakeOut as part of Prepareathon, a community-based
campaign that asks everyone to take an action—such as participating in a disaster drill or
group discussion—to increase their preparedness. Additional information on disaster
preparedness is available at www.ready.gov.

### 

 

Page 1 of 2

Page printed at fema.gov/fr/news-release/20200220/fema-encourages-participation-oct-19-
great-shakeout-earthquake-drill

05/13/2025

https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20250121/fema-encourages-participation-oct-19-great-shakeout-earthquake-drill
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20250121/fema-encourages-participation-oct-19-great-shakeout-earthquake-drill
http://fema.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d92329%26JDG%3c%3a9%3a-%3b3%40%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=IN&RI=711798&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=33591&Action=Follow+Link
http://fema.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d92329%26JDG%3c%3a9%3a-%3b3%40%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=IN&RI=711798&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=33590&Action=Follow+Link
http://fema.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d92329%26JDG%3c%3a9%3a-%3b3%40%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=IN&RI=711798&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=33590&Action=Follow+Link
http://fema.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d92329%26JDG%3c%3a9%3a-%3b3%40%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=IN&RI=711798&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=33589&Action=Follow+Link
http://www.ShakeOut.org
http://www.shakeout.org
http://fema.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d92329%26JDG%3c%3a9%3a-%3b3%40%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=IN&RI=711798&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=33588&Action=Follow+Link
http://fema.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d92329%26JDG%3c%3a9%3a-%3b3%40%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=IN&RI=711798&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=33587&Action=Follow+Link
https://www.fema.gov/fr/news-release/20200220/fema-encourages-participation-oct-19-great-shakeout-earthquake-drill
https://www.fema.gov/fr/news-release/20200220/fema-encourages-participation-oct-19-great-shakeout-earthquake-drill


FEMA's mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation
we work together to build, sustain and improve our capability to prepare for, protect
against, respond to, recover from and mitigate all hazards.

Follow FEMA online at www.fema.gov/blog, www.twitter.com/fema,
www.twitter.com/femaspox, www.facebook.com/fema and www.youtube.com/fema.  Also,
follow Administrator Brock Long’s activities at www.twitter.com/fema_brock.

The social media links provided are for reference only. FEMA does not endorse any non-
government websites, companies or applications.
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