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Protocol

of the 9th Meeting

of the Joint U.S.-Russian Committee

on the cooperation in 

Natural And Man-made Technological 

emergency Prevention and Response
Pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the United States of America and the Russian Federation on cooperation in natural and man-made technological emergency prevention and response, signed on July 16, 1996, in Moscow, Russia, the 9th meeting of the Joint U.S.-Russian Committee was held in Washington D.C., United States, within the period of October 21-22, 2003.

The delegation of the United States of America and the delegation of the Russian Federation  participated  in  this meeting. List of the participants is enclosed (Attachment 1).

The prospects of bilateral cooperation in the field of emergency prevention and response were discussed during the meeting. 
As a result of these discussions, the delegations of the United States of America and the Russian Federation:

Express strong satisfaction with the friendly spirit and mutually beneficial results of the U.S.-Russian cooperation in the field of disaster prevention and response;

Take into consideration the reorganization that both FEMA and EMERCOM of Russia have recently undergone and the importance of restating the value of continued cooperation; and

Emphasize the importance of maintaining bilateral links and express their commitment to continue joint activities

And have agreed as follows:

1. To strengthen cooperation in the field of emergency mitigation, preparedness, fire safety, response and recovery;

2. To approve the 2003-2004 Work Plan for U.S.-Russian cooperation in the field of emergency preparedness and disaster management (Attachment 2), subject to the availability of resources, on topics such as:

· Exchange of lessons learned from natural and man-made disasters;

· Emergency management training and exercises;

· Exchange of firefighting expertise; and

· Improvement of emergency management forecasting systems.

3. To hold the next meeting of the Joint U.S.-Russian Committee on Cooperation in Natural and Man-made Technological Emergency Prevention and Response in Russia, September 2004.

Signed in Washington, D.C., United States of America, on the 22nd day of October 2003, in two original copies in English and Russian.
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of the United States of America
	
	For the delegation 

of the Russian Federation
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U.S Department of Homeland Security Federal Emergency Management Agency
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Deputy Minister of the Russian Federation for Civil Defense, Emergencies and Elimination of Consequences 
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