Hazard Identification Checklist and Explanation
	Hazard Type
	Identified Hazard of Concern?

	Avalanche
	

	Coastal Erosion 
	

	Drought
	

	Earthquake
	

	Expansive Soils
	

	Extreme Heat
	

	Extreme Cold/Snow/Ice 
	

	Flood – Riverine/Stormwater 
	

	Flood – Coastal  
	

	Hailstorm
	

	Landslide
	

	Subsidence
	

	Tsunami
	

	Wildfire
	

	Windstorms and Tornadoes
	

	Other
	


The checklist above includes a list of potential natural hazards in alphabetical order. It was developed to assist communities organizing profiling information in a concise, non-repetitive manner.  It is consistent with the sample Table of Contents in the Plan Toolkit and with the Identifying and Profiling Evaluation and Summary Table used in FEMA Region 2’s Reviews and shown below.
Natural vs. Manmade Hazards: Note that the checklist includes natural hazards, but not manmade ones. This is because only natural hazards (a) must be included in mitigation plans to meet DMA requirements and (b) are part of State or FEMA reviews.  In addition, current funding eligibility for HMGP and PDM-C grant programs is for natural hazards, not manmade ones.
Flooding: This is the most prevalent hazard in the area. It is recommended that rain-induced flooding (which includes riverine and storm-water flooding) be treated as a separate hazard from coastal flooding because their different causes means that different information (such as stream-gage and storm surge information) from different sources is needed to meet their respective profiling plan requirements.  
Riverine and Storm-water Flooding:  may include overflow from a river channel, flash floods, alluvial fan floods, mudflows and debris flows, ice-jam floods, flooding due to dam failure, local drainage or high groundwater levels, and fluctuating lake levels.
Coastal Flooding:  may include storm surge, tides, and wave action.  Note that coastal zone areas may be located not only along the Atlantic and the Great Lakes, but also along tidal estuaries (such as along the Hudson and Delaware Rivers) as indicated in coastal zone management maps in the Plan Toolkit.
Multiple Hazard Events: Hurricanes, northeasters and winter storms are typically events associated with multiple individual hazards, such as winds, tornadoes, coastal flooding, coastal erosion, and/or extreme cold.  To avoid needless repetition, it is recommended that profiling information that pertains to whole storm events (such as the previous occurrence of these storms) be described under sections for them, whereas profiling information that relates to the individual hazards (such as wind zone maps) be described under the sections for the individual hazards (such as winds).

	Identifying and Profiling Natural Hazards 

Summary Table for Local Communities

Note that this table is included to assist FEMA and the State in scoring each hazard.

Local communities may find it useful to ensure that its plan addresses each requirement. 

	Hazard

Type
	Identified
Hazards 

of Concern
	A.  

Geographic Location


	B.  

Extent/

Magnitude
	C.  

Previous Occurrences
	D.  

Probability of Future Events

	
	Yes
	N
	S
	N
	S
	N
	S
	N
	S
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(1)   Riverine and storm-water flooding may include overflow from a river channel, flash floods, alluvial fan floods, mudflows and debris flows, ice-jam floods, flooding due to dam failure, local drainage or high groundwater levels, and fluctuating lake levels.

(2)   Coastal flooding includes storm surge, tidal flooding, and wave action.

(3)   Extreme cold may include ice and snowstorms.

(4)  Tropical and extratropical storms (such as hurricanes, northeasters and winter storms) are typically associated with multiple hazards, such as winds, tornadoes, coastal flooding, coastal erosion, and/or extreme cold.
