Public Involvement Sample

(Excerpts from Town of Union, NY Plan
 Public Outreach Section 2.5 and Planning Timeline Table 2.1)
As a recipient of federal funding, the Town of Union has a long-standing and well-developed public participation mechanism to involve the public in the long range planning process.  The process involves government agencies as well as a number of organizations such as the American Red Cross and Catholic Charities that provide emergency services.  As mentioned previously, there was considerable “grass-roots” participation as residents of flood plain areas provided assistance to document flood impacts, provide photographs of flood conditions, and provide data required for grant applications.

Public participation has also occurred through other Town entities such as the Planning Board.  Much of the work that the Planning Board has completed to date on a new Comprehensive Plan has been utilized in the Mitigation Plan.  On March 7, 2006, nearly 100 residents from the Fairmont Park area turned out for a Public Hearing held by the Planning Board and provided input regarding storm water and flooding/drainage issues.

The public at-large will also have an opportunity to comment of the draft plan before it is finalized for submission to SEMO.  The draft plan will be released for public comment prior to the Public Hearing being held on March 15, 2006 and will be made available at Town Hall and the local libraries located in the Villages of Endicott and Johnson City.  The plan was also posted on the Town’s web site at www.townofunion.com along with instructions on how the public should submit comments.  The Broome County Department of Planning and Broome County Emergency Services unit were notified of the posting of the electronic version of the draft plan on the Town’s web page.  The Planning Director of the neighboring Village of Johnson City was also notified.  Other local communities that were also in the process of preparing Hazard Mitigation Plans, including the towns of Conklin and Chenango, were notified by telephone of the electronic draft plan being available for review on the Internet.

In March 2006:

· Town issues Press Release to local television, radio, and print media announcing the release of the draft Hazard Mitigation Plan and outlines process for public comment.

· Notices sent to Broome County and Village of Johnson City seeking comments on the draft plan.

· Town Planning Director conducts television interview with local station to provide overview of the Hazard Mitigation planning process.

· Town Board conducts Public Hearing on draft plan.

