Stations, we have Tammy Doherty.  Ms. Doherty is the Acting Regional Director for FEMA Region X.  Ms. Doherty has three tracks for us today regarding drought conditions and Fourth of July safety.

In track one, Ms. Doherty points out fireworks injury statistics.  The track runs 41 seconds; the outcue is, “… increases fire risk.”

DOHERTY:

We traditionally celebrate Independence Day with fireworks – but careless or improper use of fireworks can turn joy to despair in a heartbeat.  Sixty nine percent of all 1999 fireworks injury victims were between 15 and 24 years old, and forty-one percent of fireworks injury victims were under 15 years old.  Forty-one percent of emergency-room fireworks injuries involved hands, followed by the face, twenty-one percent, and the eyes, eighteen percent.

Every year, more than 11,000 people in the United States are injured from fireworks or resulting fires, and current drought conditions throughout the Pacific Northwest increases fire risk.

In track two, Ms. Doherty offers fireworks safety tips.  The track runs 40 seconds; the outcue is, “… at all times.”

DOHERTY:

The best way to enjoy fireworks is to visit public fireworks displays put on by professionals.  If you do plan to use fireworks, basic summer safety tips that can keep this year’s Fourth of July memories happy ones, include:

· Never light any kind of fireworks indoors, or near dry grass.

· Always have a bucket of water or a fire extinguisher nearby – and be sure that responsible chaperons know hoe to operate them.

· Stand several feet away from lit fireworks.  If a device fails to go off do NOT stand over it to investigate – douse it with water. 

· Do not wear loose clothing while using fireworks.

· Supervise children around fireworks at all times!
In track three, the final track, Ms. Doherty reminds us of the fire safety precautions we should take, especially in drought conditions.  The track runs 47 seconds; the outcue is, “… are not blocked.”

DOHERTY:

This year’s drought conditions place a real premium on fire safety – not just with fireworks, but with camp fires and barbecue grills as well. Be legal, and stay safe!

· Keep grills away from anything that can burn (such as your house, car or dry brush and grass).

· Do NOT leave the grill unattended, and keep children and pets well away.

· For charcoal grills, use only starter fluid designed for grills – NEVER use gasoline.  Do not add fluid to an already lit fire.

· Never grill or barbecue in enclosed areas and keep all matches and lighters away from children. 

· Before using gas grills, check the connection between propane tank and the fuel line…and make sure the venturi tubes (where the air and gas mix) – are not blocked.

