Stations, we have Carl Cook, last name C O O K.  Mr. Cook is the FEMA Region X Mitigation Director.  Mr. Cook has 3 tracks for us today regarding Portland, Oregon’s increased flood protection.  In track one, Mr. Cook explains the National Flood Insurance Program’s Community Rating System and what Portland did to receive its high rating.  The track runs 53 seconds; the outcue is, “… Community Rating System.”

COOK:

The city of Portland has attained a class rating of six in the Community Rating System, which is a subset of the National Flood Insurance Program.  What this system does is it credits communities for taking measures that are above and beyond the minimum required for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program.  Some of these activities include acquisition of repetitively damaged flood-prone structures, the preservation of open space, the maintenance of surface water drainage systems, and a number of other activities that promote wise floodplain management.  The activities that the city of Portland has gained most of its credit for include the open space activity and the elevation and acquisition of flood-prone structures.  These are the most important structures within the Community Rating System.

In track two, Mr. Cook discusses how many agencies have come together to earn this new rating.  The track runs 35 seconds; the outcue is, “…Community Rating System.”

COOK:

The Community Rating System in the city of Portland has caused a higher level of cooperation to occur between the various city agencies that undertake the activities that are being credited in the Community Rating System.  It’s not just the Building Department that is to be credited with these activities, it’s the Building Department, the Bureau of Environmental Services, the Surface Water Department, the Planning Department.  Because each one of these agencies has contributed to this participation, it’s required them to work together and that’s one of the things we really want to encourage with the Community Ratings System.

In track three, the final track, Mr. Cook tells us where to find more information.  The track runs 11 seconds; the outcue is 

COOK:

If you want to hear more about the Community Rating System, and other FEMA programs, I would encourage you to visit our website at www.FEMA.gov. 

