Stations, we have Carl Cook (last name C O O K).  Mr. Cook is the mitigation director for FEMA Region X.  Mr. Cook has four tracks for us today regarding dam safety.  

In the first track, Mr. Cook discusses the history of the Teton Dam Failure.  The track runs 46 seconds, the outcue is “…and Roberts.”

COOK:

FEMA is trying today to make sure that people are aware of dam safety.  Twenty-five years ago today, here in the Northwest, we’re celebrating the anniversary of the Teton Dam failure in Idaho.  This was a dam that was being built by a Federal agency and was being filled with water when it began to catastrophically collapse, killing a number of people who were in the river just downstream and flooding several towns in eastern Idaho.  It was the worst dam failure that we had sustained here in the Northwest; and one of the worst we’ve sustained in the country.  20 billion gallons of water spilled down through Teton Canyon, towards the towns of Willford, Teton, Rexburg, and Roberts.

In track two, Mr. Cook tells us that awareness is the key concept to dam safety.  The track runs 46 seconds, the outcue is, “…a dam failure.”

COOK:

We want to take this opportunity to remind people that awareness is the key concept in dam safety.  Dams can be built upstream of areas that have no recognition at all that they are in a flood hazard area.  You can buy a house on a flat piece of ground that’s not close to a watercourse and assume you have no danger from flooding.  But if you’re downstream of a dam, there is the potential that a catastrophic failure, or even a smaller failure, could severely impact your house.  We want people to be aware of that, and then to contact their State and local officials to see what type of planning has been done to accommodate a dam failure.  

In track three, Mr. Cook lets us know what the State’s role is in dam safety.  The track runs 46 seconds, the outcue is, “…a dam failure.”

COOK:

The National Dam Safety Act was passed in 1996 and what it did was shift FEMA’s focus from oversight of federal activities to proactively coordinating the activities of our state partners.  The states, in this country, are the agencies that really are the key players in terms of dam safety.  Every state has a dam safety office, and it is their function to inventory and designate each dam with a safety categorization.  While many states use the term “high hazard,” it really has little to do with the inherent stability of the dam, but it has everything to do with the threat posed to downstream populations in the unlikely event of a dam failure.

And in track four, the final track, Mr. Cook tells us what people can do to find out if they are safe from dam failure.  The track runs 28 seconds, the outcue is, “…evacuation plans.”

COOK:

What we’re asking people to do is contact their local emergency managers, find out if their structures are subject to dam failure damage, and, if they are, to take some precautions to be aware that, if there is a dam failure, their properties could be impacted.  They can buy flood insurance to cover that type of damage.  Most importantly, we want them and their families to know about warning systems and evacuation plans.

