
APPENDIX F:

FEMA FORMS


This Appendix includes copies of the following certificates that are mentioned in the Study 
Course and used in implementing your floodplain management ordinances: 

♦ FEMA Form 81-31, Elevation Certificate and Instructions 

♦ FEMA Form 81-65, Floodproofing Certificate 

The following FEMA forms may be of interest to local officials, but are not included in this 
Appendix: 

♦ FEMA Form 81-92, MT-EZ, Application Form for Single Residential Lot or Structure 
Amendments to National Flood Insurance Program Maps; 

♦ FEMA Form 81-87, MT-1, Application Forms for Conditional and Final Letters of Map 
Amendment and Letters of Map Revision Based on Fill; 

♦ FEMA Form 81-89, MT-2, Application Forms for Conditional Letters of Map Revision and 
Letters of Map Revision; and 

♦ Standard Flood Hazard Determination form. 

Current copies of all of these certificates and forms can be obtained from the following 
sources: 

♦ They may be downloaded from FEMA’s website at http://www.fema.gov/nfip/forms.shtm; 

♦ They are available on the CD-ROM version of the National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) Floodplain Management Requirements: A Study Guide and Desk Reference for 
Local Officials; 

♦ You may request the forms by calling the FEMA Map Assistance Center (FMAC) toll-free at 
1-877-FEMA-MAP (1-877-336-2627); and 

♦ You may request the forms electronically at femamapspecialist@patlive.com. 

While some of the forms may have passed their expiration dates, they are still current and 
should still be used. 

They may be reproduced for local use. 
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NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM 
ELEVATION CERTIFICATE 
PAPERWORK BURDEN DISCLOSURE NOTICE 

FEMA Form 81-31 

The public reporting burden for this form is estimated to be 3.0 hours per response.  The burden 
estimate includes the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the needed data, and completing, reviewing, and submitting the form.  You are not required 
to respond to this collection of information unless a valid OMB control number appears in the upper right 
corner of this form.  Send comments regarding the accuracy of the burden estimate and any suggestions 
for reducing this burden to: Information Collections Management, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, 500 C Street, SW, Washington, DC  20472, Paperwork Reduction Project (3067-0077).  NOTE: 
Please do not send your completed form to the above address. 

PURPOSE OF THE ELEVATION CERTIFICATE 

The Elevation Certificate is an important administrative tool of the National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP). It is to be used to provide elevation information necessary to ensure compliance with community 
floodplain management ordinances, to determine the proper insurance premium rate, and to support a 
request for a Letter of Map Amendment or Revision (LOMA or LOMR-F). 

The Elevation Certificate is required in order to properly rate post-FIRM buildings, which are 
buildings constructed after publication of the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), for flood insurance 
Zones A1-A30, AE, AH, A (with BFE), VE, V1-V30, V (with BFE), AR, AR/A, AR/AE, AR/A1-A30, 
AR/AH, and AR/AO.  The Elevation Certificate is not required for pre-FIRM buildings unless the 
building is being rated under the optional post-FIRM flood insurance rules. 

As part of the agreement for making flood insurance available in a community, the NFIP requires the 
community to adopt a floodplain management ordinance that specifies minimum requirements for 
reducing flood losses. One such requirement is for the community to obtain the elevation of the lowest 
floor (including basement) of all new and substantially improved buildings and maintain a record of such 
information.  The Elevation Certificate provides a way for a community to comply with this requirement. 

Use of this certificate does not provide a waiver of the flood insurance purchase requirement.  Only a 
LOMA or LOMR-F from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) can amend the FIRM 
and remove the Federal mandate for a lending institution to require the purchase of flood insurance.  
However, the lending institution has the option of requiring flood insurance even if a LOMA/LOMR-F 
has been issued by FEMA.  The Elevation Certificate may be used to support a LOMA or LOMR-F 
request. Lowest floor and lowest adjacent grade elevations certified by a surveyor or engineer will be 
required if the certificate is used to support a LOMA or LOMR-F request. 

This certificate is used only to certify building elevations.  A separate certificate is required for 
floodproofing.  Under the NFIP, non-residential buildings can be floodproofed up to or above the Base 
Flood Elevation (BFE).  A floodproofed building is a building that has been designed and constructed to 
be watertight (substantially impermeable to floodwaters) below the BFE.  Floodproofing of residential 
buildings is not permitted under the NFIP unless FEMA has granted the community an exception for 
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c (determined by
existing grade) (For V zones only)

DIAGRAM 5 

All buildings elevated on piers, posts, piles, columns, or 
parallel shear walls. No obstructions below the elevated 
floor. 

Distinguishing Feature – For all zones, the area below the elevated floor is open, 
with no obstruction to flow of flood waters (open lattice work and/or readily 
removable insect screening is permissible). 

DIAGRAM 6 

All buildings elevated on piers, posts, piles, columns, or 
parallel shear walls with full or partial enclosure below the 
elevated floor. 

Distinguishing Feature – For all zones, the area below the elevated floor is 
enclosed, either partially or fully. In A Zones, the partially or fully enclosed area 
below the elevated floor is with or without openings** present in the walls of the 
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enclosure. Indicate information about openings in Section C, Building Elevation 
Information (Survey Required). 
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DIAGRAM 7 
All buildings elevated on full-story foundation walls with a 
partially or fully enclosed area below the elevated floor.  This 
includes walkout levels, where at least one side is at or above 
grade.  The principal use of this building is located in the 
elevated floors of the building. 

Distinguishing Feature – For all zones, the area below the elevated floor is 
enclosed, either partially or fully.  In A Zones, the partially or fully enclosed area 
below the elevated floor is with or without openings** present in the walls of the 
enclosure.  Indicate information about openings in Section C, Building Elevation 
Information (Survey Required). 

DIAGRAM 8 

All buildings elevated on a crawl space with the floor of the 
crawl space at or above grade on at least one side, with or 
without an attached garage. 

Distinguishing Feature – For all zones, the area below the first floor is enclosed by 
solid or partial perimeter walls.  In all A zones, the crawl space is with or without 
openings** present in the walls of the crawl space. Indicate information about the 
openings in Section C, Building Elevation Information (Survey Required). 
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**An “opening” (flood vent) is defined as a permanent opening in a wall that allows for the free 
passage of water automatically in both directions without human intervention. Under the NFIP, a 
minimum of two openings is required for enclosures or crawl spaces with a total net area of not less than 
one square inch for every square foot of area enclosed.  Each opening must be on different sides of the 
enclosed area.  If a building has more than one enclosed area, each area must have openings on exterior 
walls to allow floodwater to directly enter. The bottom of the openings must be no higher than one foot 
above the grade underneath the flood vents.  Alternatively, you may submit a certification by a registered 
professional engineer or architect that the design will allow for the automatic equalization of hydrostatic 
flood forces on exterior walls. A window, a door, or a garage door is not considered an opening 
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