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August 11, 2008 
 
MEMORANDUM TO: See Distribution 
 
SUBJECT:  Scoping Notification/Solicitation of Views 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is 
mandated by the U.S. Congress to administer Federal disaster assistance pursuant to the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford Act), PL 93-288, as amended.  
The Stafford Act authorizes FEMA’s Public Assistance Program to provide emergency temporary 
administrative, educational, medical, or other support facilities for areas impacted by disasters 
while repairs and reconstruction of storm damaged facilities are being undertaken.  
 
The attached scope of work and drawings correspond to a proposed project for which FEMA 
funding has been requested.    
 
The applicant, St. Bernard Parish proposes to: construct a new recreational complex for St. 
Bernard Parish. (SEE ATTACHED SCOPE OF WORK)  
 
To ensure compliance with NEPA and other applicable Federal regulations, we will be preparing 
an Environmental Assessment document.  To assist us in preparation of the EA, we request that 
your office review the attached documents for a determination as to the requirement of any 
formal consultation, regulatory permits, determinations, or authorizations.   
 
Please respond within 15 calendar days of the date of this scoping notification.   If our office 
receives no comments at the close of this period, we will assume that your agency does not object 
to the project as proposed.   
 
Comments may be faxed to (504) 762-2871, emailed to Adam.Borden@dhs.gov or mailed to the 
attention of Adam Borden, Environmental Section, at the following address: 
 
Adam Borden 
Environmental Section, 5th Floor 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
1 Seine Ct. 
New Orleans, LA 70114 
 
For questions regarding this matter, please contact Adam Borden at (832) 851-3832 
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VAL REISS PARK 
SCOPE OF WORK 

 
On August 29, 2005, the tidal surge and high velocity winds from Hurricane Katrina 
resulted in extensive damage to Val Reiss Park located at 1101 Magistrate St., Chalmette, 
LA.  (Lat: 29.95242, Long: -89.94655W).  Val Reiss Park was owned and operated by St. 
Bernard Parish at the time of the disaster.  The approximately 33 acre park is currently 
not in use.  The original park consisted of four baseball fields, one football/soccer field, a 
remote control car track, on-site parking, and a gazebo.  The park also contained 3 
separate wooden structures, a 770 square foot (SF), 2 story wood frame concession stand, 
a 2,048 SF single story rental hall, and a 2,048 SF, 2 story wood frame concession stand. 
The remaining portions of the park are dominated by vegetation.  The western edge of the 
park is bordered by a small drainage ditch spanning from the northern park boundary to 
the southern boundary.  The northern edge of the park is bordered by a large canal (40 
Arpent Canal).  The south and east boundaries of the park are defined by residential 
streets and homes. The four corners of the proposed project site are included below: 
 
Corner  Coordinates   
 
NE  29.95365N, -89.94256W 
SE  29.95219N, -89.94327W 
NW  29.95525N, -89.94700W 
SW   29.95121N, -89.94944W  
 
 
The proposed action includes the construction of a new recreational complex for St. 
Bernard Parish.  The project shall include one (1) youth baseball/softball quadraplex, one 
(1) mixed youth/adult baseball/softball quadraplex, a muti-purpose building, picnic areas, 
parking lots, circulation roads, a walking path, playground lots, a restroom/concession 
building, a shuttle road, a scout house, fencing, and utility infrastructure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

VAL REISS PARK 
MAPS 

 

 
Figure 1: Street Map 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Figure 2: Topographical Map 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 2: National Wetland Inventory Map 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Figure 3: Existing Site Plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Figure 5: Proposed Layout 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
From: Windham, Michael J MVN [Michael.J.Windham@usace.army.mil] 
Sent: Friday, December 14, 2007 11:34 
To: Borden, Adam 
Subject: RE: Val Reiss Park JD 
 
Adam,  
 
 Based on review of recent maps, aerial photography, and soils data, we 
have determined that this property is not in a wetland subject to 
Corps' 
jurisdiction.  A Department of the Army (DA)permit under Section 404 of 
the Clean Water Act will not be required for the deposition or 
redistribution of dredged or fill material on this site.  However, a DA 
permit will be required if you propose to deposit dredged or fill 
material into the Forty Arpent Canal or the unnamed tributary along the 
western boundary. 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Borden, Adam [mailto:adam.borden@dhs.gov] 
Sent: Monday, October 01, 2007 11:00 AM 
To: Windham, Michael J MVN 
Cc: Latour, Edmund S; Nachtmann, Ed 
Subject: Val Reiss Park JD 
 
Good morning Mike, 
 
I have a wetland concern on an up and coming FEMA Public Assistance 
project in St. Bernard Parish. The project has yet to be written for my 
review and no work has begun on site. In checking the NWI survey, a 
large portion of the potential project seems to be occupied by 
wetlands. To my knowledge, the applicant/owner (St. Bernard Parish) has 
not yet applied for any 404 permit. 
The project activities will include fill and construction activity 
throughout the entire highlighted area in the map attached. The 
applicant plans to turn the mostly green space park into a more 
recreational area, complete with a football/track field, 4 baseball 
fields, concession stands, and expanded parking lots. The coordinates 
of the main entrance as stated on the map are: 
29.95212N; -89.94504W. The address is 1101 Magistrate St., Chalmette, 
LA. 
Sorry I do not have the section, range. In efforts to assist this 
applicant as quickly as possible, would it be possible to get a 
Jurisdictional Determination on this site if you feel it is required? 
I've misplaced your phone number. Please feel free to give me a ring if 
you need any further clarification. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Adam 
Adam Borden 
FEMA-Environmental  
Environmental Specialist 
1 Seine Court 
New Orleans LA 70114 

 
























