PUBLIC NOTICE

FEMA NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
PROPOSED NEW D’IBERVILLE HIGH SCHOOL LOCATED IN HARRISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI.

Interested parties are hereby notified that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has prepared a Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA) for a proposed high school for the city of D’Iberville, as a result of the destruction of D’Iberville Middle School by Hurricane Katrina on August 29, 2005.  A Presidential Disaster Declaration, FEMA-1604-DR-MS was signed on August 29, 2005, for this event.

The EA evaluates alternatives that provide for compliance with applicable environmental laws.

The alternatives to be evaluated include (1) No Action; (2) the Proposed Action, which is construction of the new high school on Lamey Bridge Road and relocation of the middle school to the existing D’Iberville High School campus.  
The proposed action includes construction of a new 150,000 square foot high school, designed to support 1,000 students.  The high school will be composed of three major sections:  the classroom wings, the media center and cafeteria, and the 1,500 capacity gymnasium.  The two story classroom wings will meet FEMA 361 Shelter requirements.  Based on these requirements, 2,710 evacuees can be housed in the facility in the event of a natural disaster. The cafeteria, kitchen, media center, and areas will serve as auxiliary spaces for the evacuees, after the disaster event.   
Project activities would include site clearing, grading, road construction, utility installation, installation of a potable water well, construction of a sanitary sewer treatment system, parking lot construction and the building of the structure.  A Draft EA was written to evaluate the proposed action’s potential impacts on the human and natural environment.  In order to meet the urgent need of hurricane victims to have a permanent school for their educational needs, FEMA has conducted an expedited environmental review process to identify and address environmental issues.  The Draft EA summarizes the purpose and need, site selection process, affected environment, and potential environmental consequences associated with the proposed action.  

Due to the emergency nature of this action, the public comment period will start on February 14, 2007 and will end on February 28, 2007.  Written comments on the Draft EA can be faxed to Mr. Michael Grisham at (228) 385-7884 and verbal comments will be accepted at (337) 281-4376 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  The Draft EA can be viewed and downloaded both from FEMA’s website at http://www.fema.gov/plan/ehp/envdocuments and is also available for public review at the following locations:  D’Iberville Public Library, 10391 Auto Mall Parkway, D’Iberville, MS, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Monday and Tuesday; and between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. from Wednesday through Saturday; FEMA Transitional Recovery Office, 220 Popps Ferry Road, Building A South, Biloxi, MS, 39532 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday; and at the administrative offices of the Harrison County School Board,  11072 Highway 49, Gulfport, MS, 39503.
If no substantive comments are received, the Draft EA will become final and this initial Public Notice will also serve as the final Public Notice.    
Michael Grisham
FEMA Transitional Recovery Office

Building A South

Biloxi, MS   39532
