
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Transitional Recovery Office
'Illiling Address
P.O. Box 4517
Bilnxi. \IS 39540

Physirlll .\ddress
220 Pnpps Ferry Rd.
Rilmi. 'IS 39531

April 17, 2007

Mr. Jim Woodrick
FEMA Point of Contact
Mississippi Department of Archives and History
Historic Preservation Division
P.O. Box 571
Jackson, MS 39205-0571

Re: Request for Project Review - Feed My Sheep Nutrition Center, Harrison County,
Gulfport, Mississippi

Dear Mr. Woodrick:

The City of Gulfport has applied for federal funding from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) for the proposed construction of the Feed My Sheep Nutrition
Center.

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina struck the Mississippi Gulf Coast, causinr extensive
damage the Gaston Hewes Recreation Center formally located at 2008 17t Street in
Gulfport. The City of Gulfport, in conjunction with a local private non-profit organization,
operated a nutrition center within the Gaston Hewes Recreation Center Complex that
provided services to feed disadvantaged people in the Gulfport area. The storm surge and
associated high winds from Hurricane Katrina severely damaged the recreation center,
meeting FEMA's repair/replacement ratio for the demolition and replacement of the
structure.

The City of Gulfport has submitted an application for FEMA funding under FEMA's Public
Assistance Program being administered in response to FEMA-1604-DR-MS, to relocate the
Gaston Hewes Recreation Center to a site approximately 1.14 miles southwest from the
existing site in efforts of reestablishing the hurricane-damaged Charles Walker Park. As
current plans for the new recreation center do no include space for the nutrition center, the
City of Gulfport requires a new facility to resume services to support the disadvantaged
population.

Under the Proposed Action Alternative, the City of Gulfport proposes to relocate and
construct the new Feed My Sheep Nutrition Center on a 0.52-acre triangular-shaped site at
the intersection of 19th Street and 2ih Avenue in Gulfport (Lat/Long: N30.3733, W-
89.0947). The proposed site is approximately 0.14 miles North of the former Gaston Hewes
Recreation Center site and approximately 6 blocks from Downtown Gulfport. Hogue
Lumber Company, operating circa 1940-1960, formerly occupied the proposed site.
Currently, only the 8,000 sq. ft concrete slab from the former building remains. The proposed
site is bound to north by 19thStreet, to the west by 2ih Avenue, and a rail line, and to east
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and south by industrial/commercial warehouses. The proposed site is location in Flood Zone
X, area outside 100-year floodplain, and outside advisory base flood elevation (ABFE) zone.

Although the project is still in the conceptual stage, the proposed action will accommodate
for the construction of a 6,000 sq ft. one-story structure with a parking capacity to meet city
building code. Access to the proposed site and connection to public utilities would originate
from the north on 19thStreet.

On April 16, 2007 a FEMA Archaeologist and a Historic Building Specialist visited the Area
of Potential Effects (APE) to determine if any historic buildings/structures or archaeological
sites listed or eligible for listing in NRHP were visibly present within the APE. The APE is
extended .5 miles outside of the boundaries for the built environment. The proposed site for
the construction of the new Feed My Sheep facility is located six blocks north of the central
business district of Gulfport, MS in an area known locally as Warehouse Row. Most of the
extant buildings are warehouse buildings constructed in the 1950s and 1960s of steel framing
covered by galvanized sheet metal. A number of the buildings front a side car railway line
no longer in use. Many of the buildings were demolished through the years and replaced by
similar light industry structures. Most of those dating to the 1950s are in a bad to moderate
state of repair. The area is outside the parameters of the Harbor Square Historic District and
contributes nothing to the ambience of downtown Gulfport. Therefore, no historic properties
are affected by the undertaking.

A pedestrian survey was executed to identify the existence of visible archaeological remains
or features on the ground surface. The survey demonstrated that this site has been highly
disturbed over a period of many years and is covered almost in its entirety by a concrete slab.
A defunct railroad track runs through the eastern boundary and the remainder of the exposed
ground surface contains construction trash, crushed asphalt aggregate and small rocks
possibly used as a parking surface by the previous business owner. Several archaeological
surveys, most notably, 98-088, 99-173, and 94-236 have taken place within a two mile
radius, all with negative results. Due to extensive disturbance, both manmade and natural, the
proposed structure will have no adverse effect on any culturally-significant resources.

Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance Consultants (NISTAC) has been
retained by FEMA to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed project. In
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, FEMA
requests that your agency review the proposed project and provide comments and any available
information or resources under your agency's jurisdiction within the project area. If you have
any questions or need additional information, please contact Paul Drummond by telephone at
(228) 594-2960 or electronic mail at paul.a.drummond(@,dhs.gov.

Si/;IV Lk?~1
Michael Grisham
Environmental Liaison Officer
FEMA-1604-DR-MS
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U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Transitional Recovery Office
Mailing Address
1'.0. Box 4517
Bilnd. MS 39540

I'hysieal Address
220 Pupps Ferry Rd.
Riluxi. ~IS 39531

April 17, 2007

Mr. Kenneth H. Carleton
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians
101 Industrial Road
Choctaw, MS 39305

Re: Request for Project Review - Feed My Sheep Nutrition Center, Harrison County,
Gulfport, Mississippi

Dear Mr. Carleton:

The City of Gulfport has applied for federal funding from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) for the proposed construction of the Feed My Sheep Nutrition
Center.

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina struck the Mississippi Gulf Coast, causin~ extensive
damage the Gaston Hewes Recreation Center formally located at 2008 17t Street in
Gulfport. The City of Gulfport, in conjunction with a local private non-profit organization,
operated a nutrition center within the Gaston Hewes Recreation Center Complex that
provided services to feed disadvantaged people in the Gulfport area. The storm surge and
associated high winds from Hurricane Katrina severely damaged the recreation center,
meeting FEMA' s repair/replacement ratio for the demolition and replacement of the
structure.

The City of Gulfport has submitted an application for FEMA funding under FEMA's Public
Assistance Program being administered in response to FEMA-1604-DR-MS, to relocate the
Gaston Hewes Recreation Center to a site approximately 1.14 miles southwest from the
existing site in efforts of reestablishing the hurricane-damaged Charles Walker Park. As
current plans for the new recreation center do no include space for the nutrition center, the
City of Gulfport requires a new facility to resume services to support the disadvantaged
population.

Under the Proposed Action Alternative, the City of Gulfport proposes to relocate and
construct the new Feed My Sheep Nutrition Center on a 0.52-acre triangular-shaped site at
the intersection of 19th Street and 27th Avenue in Gulfport (Lat/Long: N30.3733, W-
89.0947). The proposed site is approximately 0.14 miles North of the former Gaston Hewes
Recreation Center site and approximately 6 blocks from Downtown Gulfport. Hogue
Lumber Company, operating circa 1940-1960, formerly occupied the proposed site.
Currently, only the 8,000 sq. ft concrete slab from the former building remains. The proposed
site is bound to north by 19thStreet, to the west by 27thAvenue, and a rail line, and to east
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and south by industrial/commercial warehouses. The proposed site is location in Flood Zone
X, area outside 100-year floodplain, and outside advisory base flood elevation (ABFE) zone.

Altpough the project is still in the conceptual stage, the proposed action will accommodate
for ,the construction of a 6,000 sq ft. one-story structure with a parking capacity to meet city
building code. Access to the proposed site and connection to public utilities would originate
frofu the north on 19thStreet.

OnlApril16, 2007 a FEMA Archaeologist and a Historic Building Specialist visited the Area
of Potential Effects (APE) to determine if any historic buildings/structures or archaeological
sites listed or eligible for listing in NRHP were visibly present within the APE. The APE is
ext~nded .5 miles outside of the boundaries for the built environment. The proposed site for
the Iconstruction of the new Feed My Sheep facility is located six blocks north of the central
business district of Gulfport, MS in an area known locally as Warehouse Row. Most of the
extant buildings are warehouse buildings constructed in the 1950s and 1960s of steel framing
coJered by galvanized sheet metal. A number of the buildings front a side car railway line
no longer in use. Many of the buildings were demolished through the years and replaced by
si~ilar light industry structures. Most of those dating to the 1950s are in a bad to moderate
state of repair. The area is outside the parameters of the Harbor Square Historic District and
contributes nothing to the ambience of downtown Gulfport. Therefore, no historic properties
are affected by the undertaking.

A pedestrian survey was executed to identify the existence of visible archaeological remains
or features on the ground surface. The survey demonstrated that this site has been highly
disturbed over a period of many years and is covered almost in its entirety by a concrete slab.
A defunct railroad track runs through the eastern boundary and the remainder of the exposed
ground surface contains construction trash, crushed asphalt aggregate and small rocks
possibly used as a parking surface by the previous business owner. Several archaeological
surveys, most notably, 98-088, 99-173, and 94-236 have taken place within a two mile
radius, all with negative results. Due to extensive disturbance, both manmade and natural, the
proposed structure will have no adverse effect on any culturally-significant resources.

Nationwide Infrastructure Support Technical Assistance Consultants (NISTAC) has been
retained by FEMA to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed project. In
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, FEMA
requests that your agency review the proposed project and provide comments and any available
information or resources under your agency's jurisdiction within the project area. If you have
any questions or need additional information, please contact Paul Drummond by telephone at
(228) 594-2960 or electronic mail at paul.a.drummond@dhs.gov.

Michael Grisham
Environmental Liaison Officer
FEMA-1604-DR-MS
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PO Box 571, Jackson, MS 39205-0571

601-576-6850 . Fax 601-576-6975

mdah.state.ms.us

H. T. Holmes, Director

May 10, 2007

Mr. Michael Grisham
Environmental Liaison Officer
FEMA-DR-1604-MS
220 Popps Ferry Road, Bldg. A South
Biloxi, Mississippi 39531

RE: Proposed construction of Feed My Sheep Nutrition Center at 19th Street and 2yth
Ave. in Gulfport, MDAH Project Log #05-021-07, Harrison County

Dear Mike:

We have reviewed your request for a cultural resources assessment, received on
May 2,2007, for the above referenced project in accordance with our responsibilities
under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR Part 800. After
reviewing the information provided, it is our determination that no known cultural
resources will be affected. Therefore, we have no reservations with the proposed
project.

Should there be additional work in connection with the project, or any changes in the
scope of work, please let us know in order that we may provide you with appropriate
comments in compliance with the above referenced regulations. If we can be of further
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us at (601) 576-6940.

Sincerely,

~
.

~
~imWoodrick
Review and Compliance Officer

FOR: H.T. Holmes
State Historic Preservation Officer

c: Clearinghouse for Federal Programs
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