PUBLIC NOTICE

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Draft Environmental Assessment

Douglas County, Washington

Sand Canyon Floodway Stabilization

Notice is hereby given that FEMA is proposing to fund the construction of a flood hazard reduction and landslide stabilization project in Douglas County, Washington under the authority of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, Public Law 93-288, as amended (The Stafford Act). This also provides final public notice for work within the regulated floodplain and wetlands, in accordance with Executive Orders 11988, Floodplain Management, and 11990, Protection of Wetlands.
In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), Executive Order 11988, Executive Order 11990, and the implementing regulations of FEMA, an EA was prepared to assess the potential impacts of the Proposed Action on the human and natural environment. 
Proposed Action:  Construct Seven (7) New Stormwater Detention Ponds; a New Landslide Buttress Wall; and Remove Material from the Head of the Badger Mountain Road Landslide.  Seven (7) new stormwater detention ponds would be constructed in the Sand Canyon drainage basin east of Eastmont Avenue to temporarily store stormwater runoff and release it at a decreased rate.  An 1150-foot long gabion basket buttress wall would be constructed in Sand Canyon one half mile east of Eastmont Avenue to increase the stability of the Badger Mountain Road Landslide.  Approximately 43,500 cubic yards of material would be removed from the head of the Badger Mountain Road Landslide to reduce the weight pushing the landslide downhill. 

Alternative Action:  Construct Two (2) New Stormwater Detention Ponds and Remove Material from the Head of the Badger Mountain Road Landslide.  Two (2) new stormwater detention ponds would be constructed in the Sand Canyon drainage basin east of Eastmont Avenue to temporarily store stormwater runoff and release it at a lower rate Approximately 43,500 cubic yards of material from the head of the Badger Mountain Road Landslide would be removed to reduce the weight pushing the landslide downhill. 

No-Action:  Douglas County would not pursue flood reduction or landslide stabilization projects for Sand Canyon.  No mitigation action would be taken.

The draft EA addresses the facts considered in determining the location of the project in the floodplain and wetland, the potential impacts, the associated mitigation to minimize those impact, and a map.  The draft EA is available for review between September 25, 2003 and October 24, 2003 at the following locations:

· Douglas County, Transportation & Land Services

140   19th Street NW, Suite A

East Wenatchee, Washington

· FEMA website: http://www.fema.gov/mit/ep/assess.htm
The Draft EA will be finalized after agency and public review and input. Please provide written comments regarding this action to the FEMA Region X Environmental Officer no later than October 27, 2003.  If no comments identifying significant impacts are received by the above deadline, the draft EA will be finalized.  A “Finding of No Significant Impact” will be issued by FEMA and no further public notice will be published.

Comments can be mailed to:

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Attn:  Environmental Officer

130   228th St. SW  

Bothell, Washington 98092

or faxed to 425-487-4622
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