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Search For Survivors Continues

CITY, STATE – Local, state and federal emergency workers continue combing through rubble in [precise location] looking for survivors who may be trapped in the wreckage caused by [disaster.]

[Verified facts about the disaster: When the disaster occurred, what happened (stick to the facts), where injured individuals were taken, whether there are confirmed fatalities (but not how many… those numbers tend to fluctuate.]

Representatives from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) urban search-and-rescue task forces are here working [12-hour shifts round-the-clock] in an effort to locate survivors. 

Anecdote or detail of how many people have been found, where, etc. 

“Obviously, our hearts go out to everyone affected by this disaster,” stated [ESF-9 coordinating official,] who coordinates urban search-and-rescue for FEMA Region VIII.  “We will work as hard as we can for as long as we are needed to locate the missing individuals.”

FEMA search-and-rescue personnel are working side by side with local and state emergency workers, and [hundreds of volunteers] who have shown up to help with the rescue effort.  Each member of the FEMA team[s] is highly trained for search-and-rescue operations in damaged or collapsed structures, hazardous materials evaluations, stabilization of damaged structures, and can provide emergency medical care to the injured.
###

Note to Editor: Information on the disaster is available online at www.fema.gov.  Information also is available through FEMA’s 24-hour fax-on-demand service by calling 202-646-FEMA.
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