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John E. Pennington

Regional Director, FEMA Region X

President Bush appointed John Pennington Regional Director in December 2001.  As Regional Director, Mr. Pennington is responsible for coordinating FEMA mitigation, preparedness and disaster response and recovery activities in Alaska, Idaho, Oregon and Washington.

Prior to joining FEMA, Mr. Pennington served four terms of elected office in the Washington State House of Representatives (18th Legislative District).  He served as Speaker Pro Tempore for five years, and enjoyed the distinction of being the youngest House Speaker Pro Tem (and third longest-serving) ever elected in Washington State.  During his tenure, he was active on numerous House committees, including Finance, Natural Resources, Rules and Health Care.  He chaired the National Conference of State Legislatures Advisory Council on Energy and represented Pacific Northwest states on an Environment Protection Agency (EPA) national air quality panel.

Before his successful run for office in 1994, Mr. Pennington and his wife, Valerie Ann owned and operated the Timber Town Coffee Company in Southwest Washington.  Born and raised in Nashville, Tennessee, Mr. Pennington earned a Bachelor of Science degree in business from California Coast University and currently resides near Mount St. Helens, Washington.

Carl L. Cook, Jr.

Facilitator, Acting Division Director, National Preparedness, FEMA Region X

Mr. Cook has been detailed as the Acting Director of the National Preparedness Division for FEMA Region X from his normal assignment as the Director of the Flood Insurance and Mitigation Division.  He is currently responsible for managing the division multi-hazard approach to preparing for Technological and Terrorism related planning and preparedness activities over the four state region.

Mr. Cook was formerly with National Resource Concerns, an Oregon company that works in natural hazards, loss reduction mitigation, and wise resource use.

In 1984 he was a Flood Project Manager in the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development, where he established and directed a natural hazard management office for Oregon.

Mr. Cook has also served as a private consultant, including working for the World Bank evaluating flood control projects in Sfax, Tunisia.  As a faculty member of the U.S. Department of Agriculture Graduate School, he has conducted seminars for FEMA.  He also was an adjunct faculty member for NETC (National Emergency Training Center).

Other positions have included working with the U.S. Housing and Urban Development, the Applied Forestry Research Institute, D.H. Fellows Construction, and the United States Secret Service.

Mr. Cook is active in numerous organizations and has published seven papers on natural hazard mitigation and management. He holds a Master of Science in Natural Resource Management from the State University of New York, College of Environmental Science and Forestry, School of Environmental and Resource Management, and a Bachelor of Arts Degree in American Literature from Syracuse University.

Charlie Dickinson

Deputy Administrator, U.S. Fire Administration

Chief Charlie Dickinson is the Deputy United States Fire Administrator.  The United States Fire Administration (USFA) is part of the Federal Emergency Management Agency.  As Deputy Administrator, Chief Dickinson is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the USFA’s Emmitsburg facility and programs.  
He began his 37-year fire service career as a firefighter in 1962 in the city of Hayward, California, Fire Department that is located near Oakland.  Rising through the ranks, he was promoted to Battalion Chief in 1981 and served his last three years in the Hayward Fire Department as the city's Emergency Services Coordinator. 

In 1986 Chief Dickinson was appointed as an Assistant Chief in the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Bureau of Fire. He was responsible for the Operations Division and Training Division.  In September of 1988, he was appointed as Pittsburgh’s Fire Chief and served in that capacity for 10 years leaving the Bureau at the end of 1998. 

He has served on many committees and projects for the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) and the National Fire Prevention association (NFPA).  He also is an Instructor in the Command and Control Curriculum at USFA’s National Fire Academy. 

After relocating in early 1999 to mid-Pennsylvania, he began working for the USFA as a consultant on a major re-organization of the USFA.  He was appointed as the Deputy U.S. Fire Administrator in April 2002, and works out of the National Emergency Training Center in Emmitsburg, Maryland. 

Chief Dickinson continues to volunteer his time in working with the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation. 

Michael F. Byrne

Senior Director for Response and Recovery, Office of Homeland Security

Mr. Byrne began his career in public service in 1979 with the Fire Department of New York City (FDNY).  During his career with FDNY Byrne served as firefighter and company officer.  At the 1993 World Trade Center bombing he led Ladder Company 12 responding to the event.

In 1996 he was detailed to the newly created Mayors Office of Emergency Management where he held the position of First Deputy Director.  Upon his return to the Fire Department in 1998 he served as the Director for Strategic Planning and the Chief Information Officer in the Office of the Fire Commissioner.

Mr. Byrne retired from FDNY after 20 years of service in 1999 and joined the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) as the Response and Recovery Division Director in FEMA Region II.  He held leadership positions in the federal response operations for several natural disasters including Hurricanes Lenny, Floyd and Tropical Storm Allison.

Immediately prior to joining the Office of Homeland Security as the Senior Director for Response and Recovery Mr. Byrne served as the Deputy Federal Coordination Officer for Operations responsible for all Federal response assets and recovery program administration in New York City for the attack on the World Trade Center.

Mr. Byrne is married to the former Patricia Prenty for 25 years.  He has two children, Lauren and Michael.

Bruce P. Baughman

Director, FEMA Office of National Preparedness

Bruce P. Baughman is the Director of the Office of National Preparedness (ONP) for the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) located at FEMA headquarters in Washington, DC.  The ONP is working closely with the White House Office of Homeland Security in the coordination of all federal programs related to terrorism preparedness and weapons of mass destruction consequence management.

Mr. Baughman’s background includes 27 years of emergency management experience.  He has extensive knowledge of the needs and capabilities of state and local first responders along with experience in working with all the agencies involved in the consequence management arena.  Since joining FEMA in 1979, he has held key management positions on more than 90 Presidentially declared disasters and emergencies that have occurred throughout the United States and its territories.  Most recently Mr. Baughman served as the Director of the Planning and Readiness Division of the Readiness, Response and Recovery Directorate at FEMA headquarters.  He previously served as the Director for Operations and Planning responsible for coordinating the development and implementation of interagency plans, policies and procedures for use in Presidential disaster and emergency declarations.

Mr. Baughman has been instrumental in the development and enhancement of a number of new operational concepts for responding to disasters and emergencies, to include more proactive use of the Federal Response Plan, development of the National Urban Search and Rescue System, use of national interagency Emergency Response Teams, development of an interagency damage assessment capability, and the development procedures which expedite the mobilization and deployment of federal resources to assist disaster affected states.  Mr. Baughman has also served on a number of interagency committees and working groups dealing with emergency management issues.  In addition to his FEMA experience, he worked for the Mississippi Emergency Management Agency, and served as an officer in the U.S. Marine Corps.

Mr. Baughman has been recipient of numerous agency and interagency awards to include FEMA’s Distinguished Service Award, four FEMA Meritorious Service Awards, the National Disaster Medical System’s Outstanding Service award, and the President’s Council for Year 2000 Conversion’s medal.

Mr. Baughman holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Belhaven College, a Masters of Science in Education from Mississippi State University, and is a graduate of the Harvard University Program for Senior Executives.

Robert Blunk

Federal Security Director, Transportation Security Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation

Biography available upon request.

Jeff T. Dyar

U.S. Fire Administration

Jeff T. Dyar has been active in the fire and emergency services for 32 years and is currently the Program Manager for EMS, Health & Safety and Counter-terrorism at the U.S. Fire Administration.  As a responder, educator, administrator and leader, he has worked in public, private, academic, military and federal capacities. Jeff has had opportunities to respond to the largest and most complex events in history, most recently including the World Trade collapse, 2002 Olympics, Washington D.C. Anthrax exposure, to name a few. His expertise in EMS and counter-terrorism are nationally recognized.  Mr. Dyar was recognized by the White House for labor-management contributions, and is a recipient of the James O. Page Lifetime Achievement Award presented by the International Association of Fire Chiefs, EMS Section.

Gil H. Jamieson

Director, Program Coordination Division, FEMA Office of National Preparedness

Mr. Jamieson has served twenty-five years of his professional career in emergency management and related fields.  Mr. Jamieson has held national level positions with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) since 1979. During this time he has managed Disaster Assistance Programs, served the Agency Director on program analysis and evaluation issues and also held key management positions in the Office of Chief Financial Officer, the Inspector General and the Federal Insurance and Mitigation Administration.

Following a major reorganization within the Agency in 1999, which created the Mitigation Directorate, Mr. Jamieson was designated Chief of Risk Assessment. His responsibilities in this capacity included directing risk assessment and hazard vulnerability analysis for all natural and technological hazards including: flood, earthquake, hurricane and dam safety. Mr. Jamieson was a principal architect and directed the development of a nationally applicable loss estimation methodology. The results of the assessments produced through this methodology continue to serve as the basis for Federal, Sate and local mitigation strategies and initiatives.

In 1998, at the request of the Associate Director for Mitigation, Mr. Jamieson was assigned to design and establish a Planning Branch within the Directorate. Primary responsibilities included implementing new legislation through the development and oversight of new programs and through the formulation of national planning strategies and policies for use by State and local governments. These programs were designed to address both pre and post disaster periods and address long term economic recovery efforts. 

Currently Mr. Jamieson is the Director of the Program Coordination Division in FEMA’s Office of Nation Preparedness. In this role he is responsible for establishing an organization and directing a team of experts that will coordinate all Federal programs to ensure State and local governments are better prepared to handle the consequences of a terrorist event. He is a principal advisor to the Director of National Preparedness on all national preparedness issues for consequences management.

Mr. Jamieson earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Public Administration from Western Michigan University, holds a Master of Arts degree from the Catholic University of America and is a graduate of the Industrial College of the Armed Forces  (ICAF). He currently resides in Annandale, Virginia with his wife, Maureen, and their three children: Emily, Mark and Kyle.

Dr. Karen M. Becker, DVM, MPH

Special Assistant to the Director, Office of Public Health and Preparednesss, Department of Health and Human Services

After the September 11th attacks, Karen Becker was called from her position at HHS’s Office of International and Refugee Health to work in Secretary Tommy Thompson’s Emergency Command Center.  When the Office of Public Health Preparedness was created in October 2001, Dr. Becker came on board as a Senior Health Advisor and Special Assistant to the Director.  In the summer of 2001, she assisted the United Kingdom's Ministry of Agriculture with the Foot and Mouth Disease eradication program.  From 1998-2000, Dr. Becker served as an Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer for the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention with the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services in Raleigh, North Carolina.  She worked extensively with local communities on the investigation of infectious disease outbreaks and the development and implementation of surveillance systems to monitor illnesses, injuries and death during the time when North Carolina was devastated by a series of hurricanes.  Prior to that, Dr. Becker spent two years as a Postdoctoral Fellow at Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health  (JHSPH) working with the Baltimore City Health Department on epidemiological studies to target the treatment and prevention of STDs, after which she remained at JHSPH as a research associate with the Department of International Health to work on surveillance systems and field-based public health training programs in China.  She practiced small animal medicine and surgery from 1987-1995.   Dr. Becker earned a B.A. in Human Biology from Brown University, a Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine from the University of Illinois and a Masters of Public Health from the Johns Hopkins School of Public Health in Baltimore, Maryland.  

Mark Dozier

Program Manager, Office for Domestic Preparedness, Department of Justice

Mr. Dozier began his career as a U.S. Army Military Policeman in 1990.  While in the military, Mr. Dozier was assigned to units where counter-terrorism measures were implemented on a daily basis.

He served in the U.S. Military Academy’s Provost Marshal’s office where he assisted in the tactical security planning for VIP visits and special events.  Additionally, he worked as an MP Traffic Investigator where he planned motorcade routes of visiting dignitaries and senior academy officials.

While stationed with the 18th Military Police Brigade in Hanau, Germany, Mr. Dozier was again responsible for assisting in the implementation of counter-terrorism measures for the 127th Military Police Company during deployments and field exercises.

During the latter part of his military enlistment, Mr. Dozier served as a Dignitary Protection Agent with the Protective Services Detachment of the U.S. Delegation to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in Brussels, Belgium.  

After leaving the army in 1997, Mr. Dozier worked in the private sector until joining the U.S. Department of Justice in 1998.  Originally assigned as a contractor with the Security and Emergency Planning Staff, Justice Management Division, Mr. Dozier accepted his current position with the department in the winter of 2001.

Implementing the Nunn-Lugar-Domenici Preparedness Program, Mr. Dozier has worked closely with the cities of Warren, Michigan, Chattanooga and Knoxville, Tennessee, and Ft. Lauderdale and Orlando, Florida, in enhancing these jurisdictions ability to respond to incidents of terrorism.

Finally, with the move to a national strategy, Mr. Dozier manages Region IV, which includes the states of Kentucky, Tennessee, Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and North and South Carolina.  All of these states have or will be submitting a three-year strategy that will allow Mr. Dozier and the ODP staff to craft a state assistance plan to improve response to terrorist activity.

Gary Morris

Fire Chief, Seattle Fire Department

Chief Morris is the Fire Chief for the Seattle, Washington Fire Department.  Prior to arriving in Seattle, Chief Morris served 30 years with the Phoenix, Arizona Fire Department retiring as Assistant Chief and Fire Marshal.  He also held a Paramedic certification from 1975-1990.

Gary holds a Masters of Arts degree in Organizational Management from the University of Phoenix, a Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial Supervision (and a minor in Vocational Technical Education) from Arizona State University, and an Associate of Arts degree in Fire Science from Phoenix College.  He is a graduate of Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government Program for Senior Executives in State and Local Government, as well as, Arizona State University’s Advanced Public Executive Program.  He also is a Certified Public Manager, obtaining the certification under the auspices of the Consortium of the National Certified Public Manager Program.  He is a member in the Institution of Fire Engineers, United States Branch.

Chief Morris has authored over forty-five articles that have been published in fire and emergency medical service journals.  He has served as contributing editor to JEMS Magazine and presently co-authors a monthly column in Fire Engineering Magazine.  He frequently lectures on fire service management, health and safety programs, disaster planning and mass casualty management, police-fire unified command operations, as well as, the application of the Incident Management (Command) System to major incidents.  Chief Morris has lectured to nearly three hundred state, national, and international conferences, including the International Association of Fire Chiefs Conference, the Fire Department Instructors Conference, and the National League of Cities Conference.  He has lectured in Great Britain, Australia, South Africa, Venezuela, Finland, and Canada.

Chief Morris has worked as a consultant and contractor for the National Fire Academy and assisted in the development of four Academy courses.  He has also served as an adjunct instructor at the Academy’s Emmitsburg, Maryland campus.  He is also a faculty member in the fire service bachelor degree programs for both Arizona State University and Ottawa University.  Gary was a member of the U.S. Fire Administration’s fire investigation team for the MGM Grand Hotel fire and co-authored the Administration’s report on the EMS aspects of that disaster.  Chief Morris is currently a member of the International Association of Fire Chiefs, and previously served on FEMA’s National Steering Committee on Integrated Emergency Management Systems, as well as other fire service organizations.

Chief Morris is the immediate past President of the National Fire Service Incident Management System Consortium.  The Consortium recently completed work to merge the two most popular Command systems used by the American fire service – Fireground Command and the Incident Command System.  The Consortium has released six model procedures guides reflecting the merger as it applies to structural firefighting, major medical incidents, hazardous materials, structural collapse and USAR, high-rise fires, and wildland interface.  The six books have been published by Fire Protection Publications, Oklahoma State University.  Chief Morris also assisted the Phoenix Police Department in developing and adopting the Incident Management System for Law Enforcement.  He later assisted the Arizona Department of Transportation in adopting the Incident Management System.  Chief Morris often teams with a ranking member of the Phoenix Police Department to teach a joint police-fire unified command workshop on a national basis.

Don Bivins

Fire Chief, Vancouver, Washington

Chief Don Bivins brings 25 years of progressively responsible experience to the position of fire chief. He is responsible for managing all aspects of the department, which operates on an $18 million annual budget with 187 employees.   
In addition to his work for the Vancouver Fire Department, Bivins has served with fire districts in Clark and King Counties in Washington State. He has an Associate of Science degree from Tacoma Community College and is nearing completion of a Bachelor of Science in Fire Administration from Eastern Oregon University.

He is a graduate of both the National Fire Academy Executive Fire Officer program and Leadership Clark County. Bivins is active in professional and civic organizations.
John H. Fullenwider

Fire Chief, Anchorage, Alaska

Chief Fullenwider was born and raised in Seattle, Washington. After graduating from Ballard High School in 1958 he entered the U.S. Airforce and served in Anchorage Alaska at Elmendorf AFB. He was assigned to the 6981st Radio Group Mobile and while stationed in Anchorage he met and married his wife of 42 years, Debbie. John and Debbie have three adult children and two grand children. After being discharged, he worked for Boeing and later the Washington Army National Guard. Chief Fullenwider possess an honorable discharge from both the U.S. Airforce and the U.S. Army. In 1963 Chief Fullenwider started his career as a Firefighter with the Anchorage Fire Department, the beginning of 25 years of service under six Fire Chiefs. John progressed through the ranks holding the positions of Firefighter, Apparatus Engineer, Fire Inspector, Deputy Fire Marshal, Battalion Chief of Training and Assistant Chief of Training/Public Affairs until his retirement in 1988. During his tenure with the Fire Department John earned an AS degree in Fire Science and attended Western Oregon State College through the University of Alaska, majoring in Fire Administration. During the next five years, he worked as the Special Projects Director for Knakanen Corp. a subsidiary of Eklutna Inc., an Alaska Native Corporation. From 1995 through 1998 he was a Disaster Assistant for FEMA, Region 10. Chief Fullenwider was appointed Fire Chief by Anchorage Mayor George Wuerch in July of 2000 and continues to serve in that capacity today. 
John Brasko

Fire Program Specialist/Counter Terrorism

John has over 30 years of fire service and EMS experience in New Jersey.  He was employed for the last 15 years at the New Jersey Division of Fire Safety (the state fire marshal’s office in New Jersey) as the State Training Director.  Also for the last four years he served as the Terrorism/WMD Coordinator for the Division of Fire Safety.  He was a member of TRADE and was Region II State Co-Chair for 10 years.  Mr. Brasko is a currently practicing EMT.

In addition John has spent the last four years in New Jersey working as a member of the state’s Domestic Preparedness Planning/Coordinating Group.  In that capacity he assisted in development of the Terrorism Annex, Appendices and ESFs for the NJ Emergency Operations Plan.  He also was a member of the state’s WMD advisory committee, Domestic Preparedness training committee.  Mr. Brasko also was a member of the exercise design and evaluation group for a series of WMD tabletop, functional and full-scale exercises that began in 2000.  Mr. Brasko was also a member of the New Jersey working group that developed the state strategy and delivery system for awarding the Department of Justice’s WMD Equipment Grant for FY 1999-2002.

Beginning July 1, 2002, John assumed the position of Fire Program Specialist at the United States Fire Administration where he works in the Response Branch.  His primary focuses there are Critical Infrastructure Protection, Homeland Security as well as curriculum development.

John has a Bachelor’s Degree in Education and a Masters Degree in Psychology.

Paul Golden

MITRE Corporation, NIPC

Captain Paul Golden is a retired Coast Guard Officer with thirty years of maritime safety, security and counter-terrorism experience throughout the world.  This includes White House Director for drug interdiction operations in the Pacific basin, Officer-in-Charge for waterside security and counter-terrorism for the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics, and senior intelligence officer and counter-smuggling coordinator for Iraqi sanctions enforcement in the Middle East, Southwest Asia and North Africa.  Captain Golden also had tours involving search and rescue, general law enforcement at sea, ship inspections, and environmental protection, including two Washington DC tours as a program manger and congressional-interagency liaison officer.  Paul has been in combat and law enforcement operations, and once was kidnapped in Karachi while on a diplomatic mission.

After the Coast Guard, Paul joined FEMA as a Disaster Assistance Employee out of Atlanta, Region IV.  He was an assistant operations officer, and ESF-5 inter-agency liaison coordinator in the ROC and at DFOs, including Hurricane Floyd in North Carolina, and Ground Zero in New York City.

In March, Paul joined the MITRE Corporation to act as a Transportation Security Specialist at the National Infrastructure Protection Center, at FBI Headquarters – soon to be part of the Department of Homeland Security.  He specializes in threat warnings and infrastructure coordination for Transportation, Fire & EMS, Public Health and Continuity of Government.

Paul holds four Masters degrees related to government disaster planning.  He is currently working on his Doctorate at George Mason University in Public Policy related to the continuity of critical public services during a potential national quarantine and lock-down.

Major General Timothy J. Lowenberg

National Guard Bureau, Departments of the Army and the Air Force

Major General Timothy J. Lowenberg was appointed as the adjutant general of Washington on 13 September 1999. As the adjutant general, he guides the preparation of Washington Army and Air National Guard citizen soldiers and airmen to respond in times of state or national emergency. He is responsible for Federal and State missions, assignment of leaders, recruiting, training, equipping, mobilization, facilities, and public relations. He is also responsible for formulating, developing, and coordinating all policies, plans, and programs affecting the Army National Guard and the Air National Guard members in Washington.

General Lowenberg is a distinguished graduate of the Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC). He received his commission in 1968 concurrent with a bachelor of arts degree in political science from the University of Iowa. He earned a doctor of jurisprudence degree from the University of Iowa College of Law in 1971.

As the Air National Guard Assistant to The Judge Advocate General, General Lowenberg oversaw formulation, development, and coordination of legal policies, plans and programs affecting more than 114,000 Air Guard members in more than 1,100 units throughout all 50 States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam and the Virgin Islands. In addition, he coordinated the accession, training, and deployment of all Air Guard judge advocates and paralegals and was responsible for developing and executing the worldwide civil affairs (nation-building) mission of the U.S. Air Force.

Robert L. Windus

Bonneville Power Administration, Portland, Oregon

Employed by the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA), Department of Energy, since January 1975.  While at BPA, he has served in varying staff and management positions, culminating in his selection as the Manager for Security and Emergency Management.  In this position he is responsible for all corporate emergency planning and preparedness as well as the security of over 500 facilities, and 3700 hundred federal and contract employees, which make up the BPA power system.  This power system, which provides 80% of the high voltage electrical transmission in the states of Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana and portions of California, Nevada, Utah, and Wyoming, is considered to be one of the most critical assets in the Pacific Northwest.  

Work responsibilities include physical security; critical infrastructure protection; security system design, vulnerability/risk assessments, personnel security; security awareness education; operations security (OPSEC); corporate emergency planning, and preparedness, including drills and exercises; foreign visits and assignments control; investigations; and law enforcement liaison.  Many of these responsibilities cross federal, state, and local agency boundaries, as well as business and other utilities.  He is the immediate past Chairman of the Interagency Forum for Infrastructure Protection (IFIP) which is composed of the BPA, Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Reclamation, Tennessee Valley Authority; Western Area Power Administration, Southwest Power Administration, FBI and the National Infrastructure Protection Center (NIPC), Department of Energy; Sandia National Laboratory; Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, and others.  He currently serves on the North American Electric Reliability Committee (NERC) Critical Infrastructure Protection Work Group, which is charged with the development of a security standard for electrical utilities.

He has a Bachelors Degree (1967) in Economics and Business Administration from Western Washington University in Bellingham, Washington, and a Masters Degree (1974) in Public Administration from Golden Gate University in San Francisco, California.  In addition, he is a graduate of the Combat Engineer School; Military Police Officer Advance Course; Civil Affairs Officer Advance Course; Adjutant General Officer Advance Course; Army Transportation School, Naval Transportation Management Course; Command and General Staff College; United States Air Force Air War College; and the National Defense University (Honor Graduate).

He is a veteran of Vietnam, Panama, and Desert Storm.  In addition, he has also served as Officer in Charge on numerous missions in Korea, Papua New Guinea, Mongolia, Bosnia, Federated States of Micronesia; Marshall Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia, etc.  A number of these missions were Department of State and US Army Special Operations Command sponsored activities related to nation building and disaster response and preparedness.  Service includes approximately 7 1/2 years on active duty, and 24 years in the Reserve, with the last 15 years spent as a member of the Army Special Operations Command.  Military positions include Transportation Officer, Aide-de-Camp, Company Commander, Headquarters Commandant, Assistant Chief of Staff for Supply and Logistics, Assistant Chief of Staff for Plans and Operations, Chief of Staff, and Deputy Brigade Commander.  Some of his awards include the Bronze Star; Meritorious Service Medal (2); Joint Service Commendation Medal; Army Commendation Medal (6); Army Achievement Medal (6); Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal; Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry; and Vietnam Campaign and Service Medals.  He retired in 1998 at the rank of Colonel with over 31 years of service.  He is also the recipient of the Department of Energy Service Medal in recognition of his service during Desert Storm.    

Drew Dix

Deputy Commissioner, Homeland Security of Alaska 

Drew Dix began his service as Deputy Commissioner on July 15, 2002 with the mission to be the focal point for all matters regarding Alaska Homeland Security, for the purpose of securing its citizens and safeguarding key infrastructure from attack. He has the authority to establish cross department initiatives within the state and is the chair of the State Terrorism Disaster Policy Cabinet (TDPC). He is tasked to establish communication with all outside federal and other state agencies and is the lead for establishing ties with the state’s private sector for the purpose of safeguarding the key/critical infrastructure. He acts as the point of contact between local emergency operations centers throughout the state and establishes liaison between municipalities and local jurisdictions for all matters regarding Homeland Security including federal and state grants.

WORK HISTORY

US Army1962-1982

His long service in key assignments with Army Special Operations carried him throughout the world at various levels from field soldier to high level staff.

Key Assignments: Combat Commander, Aide de Camp, Operations and Intelligence Officer, Battalion Executive Officer, Special Operations Officer at the joint command level.  Schools attended: Infantry, Airborne, Special Forces training, Operations and Intelligence, US Marine Amphibious Warfare School.  

Combat Service: Dominican Republic, Vietnam (two tours).

Military Awards include: Congressional Medal of Honor, Bronze Star (1 Oak Leaf Cluster), Purple Heart, Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry (Palm, Gold Star, Silver Star)

1982-2000

Following the Army he worked as a Security Consultant and developed proposals for places like the United Arab Emerites (UAE).  He concurrently worked as manager and Ice Station Leader for the US Navy Space & Warfare Command on a classified project lasting more than ten years.

He worked for the President and Vice-President of the University of Alaska statewide systems to plan, communicate and supervise various initiatives.  This position required him to work with a wide variety of people with different levels of education, and frequently with competing interests.  He left for one year to assist the Fairbanks North Star Borough and served as the Executive Director of Administrative Services, charged with assisting the Borough in the reorganization and developed a policy and procedure manual for operation of the Borough.

2000-2002

Lectured on special operations subjects in conjunction with promoting his book “The Rescue of River City” about his involvement in a counter terrorist unit in South East Asia were he was awarded the Medal of Honor.

PERSONAL/EDUCATION

Born December 14, 1944 at West Point, New York

Raised in Pueblo Colorado and graduated from Centennial High School, Graduated from Methodist College with a BA in Business & Economics

Two sons residing in Alaska, Dennis and Kevin

Married on January 1, 2000 to Patricia

John J. Cline, CEM

Director, Idaho Bureau of Disaster Services 

Following a military career of 25 years, John Cline retired from the U. S. Navy in July 1993 with the rank of Lieutenant Commander.  He was the Navy's first designated Security Officer with responsibilities for military law enforcement, physical security, antiterrorism and emergency management programs at naval facilities throughout the Southwestern Region of the United States, the Caribbean, Eastern Pacific and the Persian Gulf, both at sea and ashore.  He is a graduate of the FBI National Academy (140th Session) and numerous antiterrorism, law enforcement and emergency management schools.  He has a Bachelor of Science degree in Workforce Education and Curriculum Development.

John Cline was selected to fill the position of director/coordinator for the State Bureau of Disaster Services (BDS) in May 1995. He has 39 years of combined service in disaster planning and in emergency response and recovery operations as a firefighter with the    U. S. Forest Service, civilian and military police officer, and as an emergency manager. The National Coordinating Council on Emergency Management and the International Association of Emergency Managers nationally certifies him as a "Certified Emergency Manager (CEM)."

Since his arrival at the Bureau, he has directed the State’s disaster response and recovery operations to overcome the effects of fire, flood, ice and snow emergencies, landslides that cut off roads and isolated cities, and the escape of lions, tigers and hybrid wolves from a self-styled wild animal park. These incidents resulted in over 50 local disaster declarations, 25 state declarations and four Presidential disaster declarations affecting most areas of the state.

He has implemented numerous operational changes within the Bureau including more direct assistance to local jurisdictions by BDS personnel through an enhanced field response program. He implemented the State Agency Emergency Coordination Working Group, which reduces coordination time and enhances resource availability to local jurisdictions during state declared disasters. 

He has organized several task forces to study and recommend recovery and funding strategies as a result of natural and man-caused disasters. His state emergency public information program has been recognized by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) as one of the best emergency information programs in the nation. 

His formulation of the Governor’s Emergency Management Conference, which meets annually, provides integrated emergency management strategies and training of special interest to public and private sector emergency planners, responders, managers and elected and appointed public officials.

During the 1996 floods, which isolated ten counties in Northern Idaho, he was successful in orchestrating unique strategies and for obtaining federal funding to ensure the recovery for the cities of St. Maries and Cataldo when traditional funding was unavailable. Implementing mitigation strategies, The Milo Creek Project corrected a 100-year history of flooding and heavy metal contamination in the cities of Wardner and Kellogg.  He believes strongly in preventing disasters before they occur. He and the BDS staff and their state and federal counterparts are designing and implementing new preventive strategies through state hazard mitigation programs. John believes that mitigation is just another word for building safer, more disaster-resistant communities.

John and his wife Patricia have three grown children and one grandson.

Beverlee Venell

Director, Oregon Emergency Management 

Beverlee E. Venell was appointed by Governor John A. Kitzhaber, M.D. on December 21, 2001 as Director of Oregon Emergency Management. In this capacity she has the responsibility for executing the Governor’s responsibilities to maintain an emergency services system, including preparing and providing for the prevention, mitigation, and management of emergencies or disasters that present a threat to the lives and property of citizens of and visitors to the state of Oregon. As the OEM Director, she is a member of the Governor’s Cabinet, the Governor’s Security Council, and the Governor’s Public Safety Policy and Planning Council.

A native Oregonian, Ms. Venell started her public safety career in October 1993 with the Criminal Justice Services Division of the Oregon State Police where she remained until October 1999. During this time she was responsible for administering federal grant programs aimed at reducing drug abuse and violent crime. Ms. Venell was a member of the Governor’s Juvenile Crime Prevention Policy Team where she assisted in the development of state and local juvenile justice policy. She served as an advisor to the Governor’s Council on Domestic Violence where she helped craft statewide policy aimed at effective response to and prevention of domestic violence in Oregon’s communities. Ms. Venell supported the Governor’s Drug and Violent Crime Advisory Board where she developed a statewide strategy that assessed the nature and extent of crime in Oregon, identified resource needs, and established measurable outcome based objectives for performance evaluation of public safety programs.

During 1996 Ms. Venell served in a temporary capacity as Oregon Emergency Management’s Legislative Liaison between federal, state, and local officials and Oregon’s citizens during the Presidential declared disasters surrounding widespread flooding in Oregon.

In October 1999 Ms. Venell was promoted and appointed by Superintendent Howland of the Oregon State Police as Commander of the Intergovernmental Services Bureau where she remained until December 2001. In this capacity she had state oversight of numerous public safety functions including: Oregon’s emergency services system; fire prevention and life safety, and hazardous materials response teams; statewide forensic laboratory services; crime and arrest statistics; post-mortem examinations; and, federal public safety grant administration.

During 2000 Ms. Venell served a one-year temporary assignment in Pendleton, Oregon as the State Director of the Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program (CSEPP). In this capacity she had the authority to oversee and manage the emergency preparedness operations for the Oregon CSEP program of Morrow and Umatilla Counties and the State of Oregon. She was a member of the Oregon CSEPP Governing Board and the Governor’s Executive Review Panel, which had been established to advise Governor Kitzhaber on the adequacy of emergency preparedness efforts in the Greater Umatilla CSEPP Community. She will continue to have these oversight responsibilities, and serve on the various CSEPP boards and panels as the Director of Oregon Emergency Management.

Ms. Venell has served in several federal capacities during her career including her participation as a member of the U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance, State and Local Planning Team where she developed strategies for program planning, implementation and evaluation for the fifty-six states and territories.  She was also an appointed member of the Juvenile Justice Committee for the International Association of Chiefs of Police and is a former Vice President of the National Criminal Justice Association.

Ms. Venell holds a Bachelor of Science degree, summa cum laude, in management from Linfield College (Ore.).  She is a graduate of the Harvard (Mass.) Business School Program for Senior Executives, the University of Oregon Pacific Program for State, Local Government and Non-profit Executives and has completed coursework in support of a Master of Public Administration degree from Portland State University (Ore.).

Glen L. Woodbury

Director, State of Washington Emergency Management Division

Position:


Appointed by Governor

Emergency Management Career

Since 1992, Emergency Operations Manager prior to becoming Director

Wife:  


Elizabeth

Daughter:  

Anne

Fire Service: 

Served as a volunteer firefighter in East Olympia

Currently serves on District’s Citizen Advisory Council
Military Service:

9 years, specializing in telecommunications services 

Education:

Bachelor of Arts, Engineering Sciences, Lafayette College, PA, 1985

Committees/ 

President, National Emergency Management Association

Affiliations:

Board of Directors, Western States Seismic Policy Council

Vice Chair, Washington State Seismic Safety Committee

Emergency Management Representative, Advanced National Seismic System National Steering Committee

International Association of Emergency Managers
Washington State Committee on Terrorism

Washington State Emergency Management Association

Washington State Fire Defense Committee

Charles Mandigo

Special Agent in Charge, FBI, Portland, Oregon

Special Agent in Charge Charles E. Mandigo was born June 9, 1947, in Oswego, New York, and received his early education in Pulaski, New York.  He earned a B.S. degree in Materials Science and Engineering from Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, and a J.D. from the College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia in 1975.  In 1987, he earned his Masters of Business Administration, Finance, from the University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois.

Mr. Mandigo was designated a Special Agent of the FBI on June 30, 1975, and following a period of training, was assigned to the New York Field Office.  In October 1979, he was transferred to the Legal Counsel Division at FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ).  In March 1982, he was transferred to the Chicago Field Office as a supervisor.  In March 1985, he was again transferred to the New York Field Office as Principal Legal Advisor.

In January 1988, Mr. Mandigo was assigned to the Washington Metropolitan Field Office, Washington, D.C.  In December 1988, he was transferred to the Drug Section, Criminal Investigative Division at FBIHQ.  In July 1989, he was transferred to the Congressional Affairs Office at FBIHQ.  In this office, he served as supervisor, Special Counsel, and Legislative Counsel.  In August 1993, he was appointed Inspector-Deputy Chief, Office of Public and Congressional Affairs, FBIHQ.

In August 1994, Mr. Mandigo was designated Assistant Special Agent in Charge of the Seattle Field Office.  In July 1999, Mr. Mandigo was designated Special Agent in Charge of the Seattle Field Office.

Mr. Mandigo is a member of the Executive Committee for the Northwest High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area; Ex-officio Executive Board member of the Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs; and Ex-officio Commissioner of the Washington State Criminal Justice Training Commission.

Mr. Mandigo and his wife, LoriAnn, have a daughter, Caela, and a son, Ryley.

Mike Lasnier

Chief, Portland Police, Oregon

Mike Lasnier is the Chief of Police for the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe, near Port Angeles Washington.  He is a native of Washington State, and has been employed by the Tribe for five years.  Chief Lasnier has 15 years of Law Enforcement experience, having served in local and Federal narcotics units, as a major crimes detective, and on a SWAT team as a sniper.  He has a background in the U.S. Marines as Platoon Sergeant for a Scout/Sniper Platoon, and in Nuclear Security.  He is also the Emergency Management Director for the Tribe, and has completed the FEMA P.D.S. series of courses, is a course instructor for the Incident Command System, and has attended advanced training at the Emergency Management Institute at Emmitsburg, MD.  Chief Lasnier is an instructor in numerous Law Enforcement disciplines, including firearms, defensive tactics, field training, verbal skills and patrol procedures.  Chief Lasnier is the President of the Northwest Association of Tribal Enforcement Officers, and is the Tribal Liaison for the Washington State Emergency Management Association.  He is an active advocate for Tribal issues in Law Enforcement and Emergency Management.

Maj John Salle

Department of State Police, Oregon

Mark A. Kroeker

Chief, Portland Police, Oregon

PROFESSIONAL CHRONOLOGY

December 1999 to present:
Appointed Chief of Police December 17, 1999

1998 to 1999


Member United State/Israel/Palestine Anti-Incitement Committee

1997 to 1998
Deputy Commissioner, United Nations International Police Task Force (IPTF), Bosnia and Herzegovina

1993 to 1997
Consultant for U.S. Department of Justice on Police reform projects in Haiti, Rwanda and Burundi

1997
Los Angeles Police Department.  Retired 1997, Special Assistant, Chief of Police

1988 to 1997


Deputy Chief:  Personnel & Training, Operations – Valley and South Bureaus

1979 to 1988


Commander

1978 to 1979


Captain

1973 to 1978


Lieutenant

1970 to 1973


Sergeant

1965 to 1970


Police Officer

EDUCATION

Bachelor of Science, Criminal Justice, California State University, Los Angeles – 1971

Master of Science, International Public Administration, University of Southern California – 1973

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS/COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Founder and Chairman of the Board, World Children’s Transplant Fund

Member, Department of Public Safety Standards and Training

Member, International Assn. Chiefs of Police

Member, Police Executive Research Forum

Vice President, Major Cities Chiefs Association

Member, Portland City Club

National Chair, G.R.E.A.T. (Gang Resistance Education and Training) National Policy Board

Member, International Police Suicide Prevention Center

MILITARY

U.S. Naval Air Reserve – Aviation Ordnance Air Crewman in Anti Submarine Squadron, 1963-1969

PERSONAL DATA

Spouse:  Diane Kroeker

Children:  Kent, U.S. Marine KC-130 pilot, Kirk, Internet businessman, Katrina, LAPD officer

Major General Phillip E. Oates, AKARNG

Alaska Military Department

Major General Phillip E. Oates, is the Adjutant General for the State of Alaska and Commissioner of the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs.  He is responsible to provide ready, relevant, quality military and disaster relief forces to meet the needs of the people of Alaska.  Major General Oates is also responsible to provide ready, relevant, military forces for worldwide deployment in support of the nations defense interest.

Major General Oates was commissioned as an infantry officer in the U.S. Army from Infantry Officer Candidate School in February 1970.  He served in numerous worldwide assignments culminating his active Army career as the Chief of Staff for the Alaskan Command at Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska.  Major General Oates graduated from the U.S. Army War College in 1991.   He was appointed as the Adjutant General on February 1, 1999.

Major General Oates resides in Anchorage with his wife Karla.  They have three children, Stacey, Shannon, and Ronald.

Representative Jay Inslee

Washington’s 1st Congressional District, U.S. House of Representatives

Personal
· Date of Birth: 02-09-51 

· Married to Trudi Inslee since 08-27-72
· Father of Jack 24, Connor 21, Joe 14
Professional Career

Member, U.S. House of Representatives, First Congressional District, Washington State, 1999-Present. 
· Committee on Resources 

· Committee on Financial Services.
Regional Director, Region X, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Seattle WA, 1997-1998. 

Attorney, Gordon,Thomas, Honeywell, Malanca, Peterson and Daheim, Seattle and Tacoma WA, 1995-1996. 

Member, U.S. House of Representatives, Fourth Congressional District, Washington State, 1993-1995.

Member, Washington State House of Representatives, 1988-1992. 
· Represented 14th Legislative District, two terms 
· Vice-Chair of the House Appropriations Committee, served on the Housing Committee, the Judiciary Committee, and the Financial Institutions and Insurance Committee. 

Attorney, Peter, Fowler and Inslee, Selah, WA, 1976-1992.

Education

Willamette University School of Law- Salem, OR. Doctor of Jurisprudence, Magna Cum Laude, 1976.
University of Washington- Seattle, WA. Bachelor of Arts in Economics, 1973.
Ingraham High School- Seattle, WA. Graduated 1969.

Affiliations

1998-Present
Advisory member, Bainbridge Island Boys and Girls Club

1996-1997
Volunteer, Bainbridge Island School Bond Initiative

1996-1997
Basketball coach, Bainbridge Island Parks Department

1996-1997 Washington Conservation Voters Board of Directors

1995

Spokesperson, "No on Referendum 48" Campaign in Washington State

1988-Present
Charter member, Hoopaholics

1984-1988
New Valley Osteopathic Hospital Board of Directors- Yakima, WA

Karen Marsh

Chief, Community Coordination Branch, Office of National Preparedness

Karen Marsh is the Acting Branch Chief of the Community Coordination Branch in the Office of National Preparedness (ONP) at the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) located at FEMA headquarters in Washington, DC.  The ONP is working closely with the White House Office of Homeland Security in the coordination of all federal programs related to terrorism preparedness and weapons of mass destruction consequence management.

Ms. Marsh has the responsibility for promoting public education and outreach for community and family preparedness and for implementing Citizen Corps nationwide.  Encompassing public education, training, and volunteer opportunities, Citizen Corps was created by President Bush during his 2002 State of the Union address to engage all Americans in homeland security and to promote community and family safety.  In this capacity, Ms. Marsh works closely with other federal agencies, state and local governments, first responders and emergency managers, the volunteer community, and the White House Office of the USA Freedom Corps. 

During the nine years she has served with FEMA, Ms. Marsh has also been the Program Manager for the Disaster Housing Program and the Special Assistant to the Associate Director for Mitigation.  In addition, Ms. Marsh has worked in management consulting and in manufacturing. 

Ms. Marsh holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Princeton University and a Masters in Business Administration from IESE Business School in Barcelona, Spain.

Stephen G. Sharro

Director, FEMA Training Division, Emergency Management Institute CERT Training

Stephen Sharro is Director of FEMA’s Training Division and Superintendent of the Emergency Management Institute.  Mr. Sharro has many years of experience in the area of training concentrating on distance learning systems and performance improvement for individuals in high reliability positions.

Before coming to FEMA, Mr. Sharro worked for the Department of Defense in Southeast Asia, Europe, Washington, D.C., and at stateside installations.  With DOD, Mr. Sharro held leadership positions in education and training and information management including a tour as Deputy and Acting Director of Education for the U.S. Army in Europe.

Since joining FEMA, in addition to his training responsibilities, Mr. Sharro has participated in the Federal response to many major disasters including the Northridge Earthquake, the Midwest Floods, and Hurricanes Andrew, Marilyn, Fran, and Floyd.  He served, for several years, as chief of staff on FEMA’s National Emergency Response Team.  

Mr. Sharro has also worked extensively in the area of anti-terrorism.  He has served as a senior policy advisor to the Director on terrorism, as director of FEMA’s Terrorism Coordination Unit, and currently serves as the Senior FEMA Official on the FBI’s Domestic Emergency Support Team.  In the aftermath of September 11 terrorist attacks, Mr. Sharro served as FEMA’s senior liaison to the FBI.

Mr. Sharro holds degrees from Indiana University of Pennsylvania and the University of Southern California and is a graduate of the U.S. Army War College and the Federal Executive Institute.  He has done additional graduate work at the University of Virginia, George Washington University, and the American University.

Mr. Sharro resides with his wife Alexandra Furr in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

Heather Handyside

Anchorage AWARE Program

Heather Handyside serves as Director of Community Relations for the Municipality of Anchorage and manages the city’s Citizen Corps efforts.  Heather led efforts to develop the AWARE program – Anchorage Watchful, Alert and Ready for Emergencies -- and has been instrumental in the development of the AWARE Academy curriculum.  To date, over 1,100 Anchorage residents have graduated from the AWARE Academy.  She has a long history of involvement with community-oriented programs and most recently served as Director of Cultural Exchange for the 2001 Special Olympics World Winter Games ( Alaska.  Before moving to Alaska in 1999, Heather managed programs for the Technology Alliance, a non-profit organization founded by William H. Gates, Sr. to encourage the growth of technology industries and technology research in the Greater Seattle area.   Heather graduated from The American University with a degree in International Relations specializing in U.S./Middle Eastern policy.  She supplemented her studies with extensive travel throughout Europe, Russia, the Middle East and an overland African journey from Cairo to Cape Town.

Representative Lawrence Denney

Assistant Majority Leader, Idaho House of Representatives

Married

Wife - Donna, Children - Toni, Jennifer, Stephanie & Michael 
DOB:

February 25, 1948 in Council, Idaho

Home:

Midvale, Idaho

Education:
Graduate of University of Idaho 1970, BS in Agricultural Economics

Career:

U.S. Army 1970-1972 - Vietnam Veteran

Farmer – Businessman

Four terms in the Idaho Legislature, Committees:  Natural Resources, Transportation, State Affairs, Health & Welfare, Ways & Means

Two terms as Assistant Majority Leader

Representative Barbara Lisk

Washington House of Representatives, (R) 15th Legislative District

EDUCATION:

Bachelor of Science in Biology, Washington State University

OCCUPATION:

Farmer, Orchardist

STATE GOVERNMENT EXPERIENCE:

State Representative, 15th District, serving her 6th term

LEADERSHIP POSITIONS:

Vice Chair, House Appropriations Committee

House Majority Leader -1997-2000

Republican Caucus Chair – 1996

Chair, House Commerce and Labor Committee – 1995

CURRENT HOUSE COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

Appropriations
Community Security, Select Committee on - ranking Minority member

Rules Committee
PERSONAL:

Barb is a lifelong resident of the Yakima Valley. She and her husband Kenneth have been married for 29 years.

Rob Burnside

Fire Chief, Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Reservation

Biography available upon request.

Eric E. Holdeman, CEM

King County Emergency Management

Eric Holdeman joined King County, Washington State in 1996, and is currently serving as the Manager, King County Office of Emergency Management.  He is responsible for emergency management and E-911 support to unincorporated areas of King County and for facilitating regional coordination between levels of government and emergency management programs in the public and private sectors.  Establishing public and private disaster prevention and preparedness partnerships with businesses in the Puget Sound region and building “Disaster Resistant Communities” continues to be a major area of emphasis for him.  He has been designated the Homeland Security Coordinator for the King County Executive.

Current ongoing projects that his office is participating in are: Homeland Security to include, preparedness activities associated with recent terrorist incidents; Exercise TOPOFF2; a regional planning process for King County; construction of a new county emergency coordination center; establishing mutual aid agreements; and, producing a monthly television show shown on local government cable channels.

Immediately prior to assuming his position in King County he worked for the Washington State Division of Emergency Management for five years.  While with Washington State Eric served in a number of increasingly responsible supervisory positions in the areas of training, public education, disaster exercises, plans and operations.  Previously Eric completed a 20-year career in the US Army.  While in the military, he served in a variety of demanding assignments in which he developed and managed operation centers.  Additionally, in other positions he managed community training and developed emergency preparedness exercises.  He is a graduate of Concordia University, River Forest, Illinois, where he was awarded a Bachelor of Arts in Education.  

Eric is a former President of the Washington State Emergency Management Association (WSEMA).  This is a group of public and private emergency managers dedicated to their profession of preventing, preparing for, responding to, and recovering from emergencies and disasters. He is also one of only 900 people designated nationwide as a Certified Emergency Manager (CEM).
















