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MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT

Tribal Community Hazard Mitigation – 

Basic Approaches to Risk Management

October 29-30, 2002
Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino, Ak-Chin Indian Community Reservation
Workshop

As part of the continuing cooperative effort between the NCAI and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), a two-day “Tribal Community Hazard Mitigation” conference will be held for Tribal leaders, tribal emergency preparedness directors, tribal planners and economic development specialists, and related tribal personnel.

Where 
Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino Resort on the Ak-Chin Indian Community Reservation, 25 miles south of the Phoenix, Arizona Sky Harbor Airport.
Topics
This pre-disaster mitigation workshop will address tribal community challenges and resolution in:

· assessing potential natural and technological hazards and risks, 
· risk communication, 
· building public/private partnerships, and 
· planning and implementing natural hazard mitigation projects.  
Tribal access and eligibility in participating in FEMA programs will address:

· statutory barriers, 
· cultural uniqueness, and 
· accommodating various forms of tribal government infrastructures.

FEMA’s mission is to reduce loss of property and protect the nation’s critical infrastructure from all types of hazards through a comprehensive, risk-based emergency management program of mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery.  The NCAI has been working with FEMA on tribal emergency management issues including emergency preparedness planning and training, comprehensive capability assessment, and the recently established “Emergency Management Framework for Tribal Governments” pilot course at the National Emergency Training Center’s Emergency Management Institute in Emmitsburg, Maryland.  Updates on these and other initiatives will be provided during the conference.

Travel Costs
The NCAI can provide partial travel and lodging assistance for tribal emergency management and related program personnel, on a first-come first-served basis (one person per tribe).  The NCAI has a block of rooms at the Ak-Chin Casino Resort at a special rate of $55.00 per night if booked by October 7.  Hotel rooms can be booked directly by calling 800.427.7247 and asking for Ak-Chin, and requesting a room under the Group Code S1002NC.

Shuttle service to and from the Ak-Chin Resort Casino and Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport will be available on a limited basis.  For hotel, travel assistance, shuttle service and related information, please contact Jamie Gomez at 580.536.8168, or via e-mail jgomez@ncai.org . 

For Additional Information
Contact Robert Holden, NCAI at 202.466.7767, or via e-mail rholden@ncai.org. 

Harrah's Phoenix-Ak-Chin Casino Resort 
15406 Maricopa Rd 
Maricopa, Arizona 85239 
(480) 802-5000 
From Phoenix:
Take I-10 East to exit 164 (Queen Creek Road). Turn right and drive 17 miles. Casino is located one mile past the town of Maricopa on the right. 

 


From Tucson:
Take I-10 West to exit 198. Drive west on 84 to Maricopa Road. Turn right onto Maricopa Road. Drive 12 miles. Casino is located on the left. 
