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FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE”


This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials team members, and other interested persons, up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards, and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@dhs.gov.

Volume 5, #5

QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“ Whoever wants to know the heart and mind of America had better learn baseball, the rules, the realities of the game.”  Jacques Barzun

“Failure to prepare is preparing to fail.”  John Wooden 

SERC, LEPC, RRT AND RISC (Regional Interagency Steering Committee) MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
TBD
OREGON
IHCC (Interagency Hazard Communication Council) this serves as the Oregon SERC. 2nd Thursday of every odd month, Salem.  0900 – 1500.


LEPC Meetings; 3rd Friday of every month, 0900 – 1500, Fire Marshal’s Office, Salem.

IDAHO
Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 422 5725.  

ALASKA
Fairbanks  September 17 & 18

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
TBD

AK-RRT
TBD

Northwest RISC
June 11 & 12 in conjunction with the Region X RRT meeting (NOTE:  These dates are changed from previous issues.), November 12, 2003, March 24, 2004.

Alaska RISC
July 9 – 10, Anchorage a workshop with USACE (contact Dave Boughton at 425 487 4713 for more information, October 15, 2003, January 28, 2004.

LEPC MEETINGS

If you would like your meeting posted, let me know.  If it gets to be too 

much, I may have to cut it down a bit.

     LEPC
TIME & DATE             LOCATION

Snohomish Co.
May 6 0900

Snohomish Co. DEM   

Snohomish Co.
June 3 0900
Snohomish Co. DEM

Snohomish Co.
July 10 0900
Snohomish Co.   Exec Board Meet

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

5-1 to 5-2-03
EMS Operations &

Camp Murray, WA

Dave Hodgeboom




Planning for WMD





800 562 6108

5-3 to 5-4-03
Emergency Response to
Kitsap Co. Station

Bob Jones




Terrorism Basic Concepts
#51, Silverdale, WA

425 453 3000 x104

5-5 to 5-9-03
Consequence 


Guam, By NICI

1-800 926 5637




Management: Terrorism

5-6 to 5-8-03
ICS Information Officer
Clackamas Co., OR

Casey Marley












503 655 8378

5-6 to 5-8-03
WMD Rad/Nuc 

DOJ/ODP


Grace Sayno




Responder Ops

New Jersey


702 295 7757

5-6-03

Radiation Safety -

Portalnd, OR


Diane Ruthruff




Overview for Environ-
USCG and EPA

206 553 5139




Mental professionals

5-7-03

Radiation Safety -

Portland, OR


Diane Ruthruff




Practical Applications
USCG and EPA

206 553 5139

5-8-03

Radiation Safety - 

Portland, OR


Diane Ruthruff




Advanced for Environ-
USCG and EPA

206 553 5139




Mental Professionals

5-12-03

Toxics Release Inventory
Boise, ID


617 349 2769




Workshop


By EPA or www.epa.gov/tri. 

5-13 to 5-14-03
ICS Logistics Section
Tualatin, OR


Terry Dunton












503 642 0369

5-13 to 5-14-03
Intro to ICS


Clark County, WA

Deborah Needham












360 737 1911x3962

5-14-03

Toxics Release Inventory
Pasco, WA


617 349 2769




Workshop


By EPA

5-17 to 5-18-03
Training Operations for
Fire Training Academy
Bob Jones




Small Departments

North Bend, WA

425 453 3000




This is an NFA Direct Delivery Class

5-17 to 5-18-03
Incident Command 

Tacoma Fire Dept.

Bob Jones




System for EMS

Tacoma, WA


425 453 3000




This is an NFA Direct Delivery Class

5-19-03

Toxics Release Inventory
Seattle, WA


617 349 2769




Workshop


By EPA

5-19 to 5-23-03
HazMat Technician

Anchorage


Tom Wells




Train-the-trainer





907 343 1498

5-18 to 5-20-03
CERT Train-the-trainer
Bend, Oregon by

Kelly Jo Jensen








Oregon Em. Mngt.

503 378 2911 x246

5-20 to 5-22-03
Sampling for Hazardous
Port Hadlock, WA

Diane Ruthruff




Materials


EPA



206 553 5139

5-20 to 5-21-03
Mass Fatalities

King County, WA

Roseanne Garrand












800 562 6108

5-21-03

Toxics Release Inventory
Gresham, OR


617 349 2769




Workshop


By EPA

5-28 to 30-03
     “          “


Coos Bay, OR


     “               “

6-2 to 6-4-03
     “          “


La Grande, OR

     “               “

6-9 to 6-11-03
     “          “


Grants Pass, OR

     “               “

5-28 to 5-30-03
CERT Train-The-Trainer
North Bend, OR

Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911 x246

6-2 to 6-3-03
Law Enforcement

Wenatchee, WA

Dave Hodgeboom




Response to Terrorism




800 562 6108

6-2 to 6-3-03
Intro to ICS


Columbia Co., OR

John Clouse













503 366 3905

6-2 to 6-4-03
CERT Train-The-Trainer
LaGrande, OR


Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911 x246

6-3 to 6-4-03
Law Enforcement

Wenatchee, WA by

Dave Hodgeboom




Response to Terrorism
WA DEM


800 562 6108

6-7-03

Evacuation & Re-Entry
Sandpoint, ID


Dave Jackson




Planning


By Idaho BDS


208 334 3460

6-9 to 6-11-03
Awareness & Operations
Spokane, WA


Bob Jones




Train-The-Trainer

Fire Dist 10


425 453 3000 x104

6-9 to 6-11-03
CERT Train-The-Trainer
Grants Pass, OR

Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911 x246

6-10 to 6-11

ICS



Anchorage


James 

Michaelangelo

907 266 2600

6-11 to 6-13-03
EOC Operations

Moscow, ID

Dave Jackson












208 334 3460

6-12 to 6-13-03
EMS Tactical Consid-
WA State Patrol

Bob Jones




erations to Terrorism




425 453 3000 x104

6-14 to 6-15-03
Emergency Response to
WA State Patrol

Bob Jones




Terrorism: Tactical





425 423 3000 x104




Considerations: Company Officer

6-17 to 6-20-03
Mass Fatalities Incident
Grants Pass, OR

Kelly Jo Jensen




Planning


By OR DEM


503 378 2911 x246

6-17 to 6-20-03
State & Local Anti-

Meridian, ID


Ken Jenkins




Terrorism Training,

Law Enforcement Course
208 373 5840 x23




Investigative Intelligence Course.

6-18-03

WMD Evidence 

Bellingham, WA

Dave Hodgeboom




Collection






800 562 6108

6-21 to 6-22-03
Emergency Response to
Snohomish, Co. WA

Bob Jones




Terrorism: Basic Concepts
Dept. of Emergency

425 453 3000 x104








Mngt at Everett

6-21 to 6-22-03
Arson Detection for the
Whatcom Co. Fire Dist
Leslie Peterson




First Responder

#4, Bellingham, WA

360 738 7420




This is an NFA Direct Delivery Class.

6-24 to 6-26-03
Emergency Operations
Snohomish Co., WA

Roseanne Garrand




Center



At Everett


800 562 6108

7-7-03

Annual Hazardous Waste
Olympia, WA


206 543 1069




Refresher.  THIS IS A FEE COURSE

7-8-03

     “               “

Seattle, WA


206 543 1069

7-8 to 7-9-03
Chemistry for Environ-
Portland, OR


Diane Ruthruff




mental Professionals
USCG and EPA

206 553 5139




Fundamentals

7-10 to 7-11-03
Chemistry for Environ-
Portland, OR


Diane Ruthruff




mental Professionals,
USCG and EPA

206 553 5139




Applied.

7-13 to 7-18-03
WMD Technical

Anniston, AL


Contact your State




Emergency Response
By Center for Domestic
WMD POC




Training Course

Preparedness

7-13 to 7-17-03
WMD HazMat Technician
     “               “

     “               “




Training Course

7-16 to 7-19-03
WMD Law Enforcement
     “               “

     “               “




Protective Measures Training Course

7-15 to 7-19-03
WMD HazMat Technician
     “               “

     “               “




Training Course

7-15-03

Evacuation & Re-Entry
Moscow, ID


Dave Jackson




Planning


By Idaho BDS


208 334 3460

7-16-03

Hospital Emergency

Wenatchee, WA

Dave Hodgeboom




Concepts & Implications
By WA DEM


800 562 6108




Of WMD Incidents

7-20 to 7-25-03
WMD Technical

Anniston, AL


Contact your State




Emergency Response
BY Center for Domestic
WMD POC




Training Course

Preparedness

7-22 to 7-25-03
WMD Law Enforcement
     “               “

     “               “




Protective Measures Training Course

7-20 to 7-24-03
WMD HazMat Technician
     “               “

     “               “




Training Course

7-22 to 7-26-03
WMD HazMat Technician
     “               “

     “               “




Training Course

7-22 to 7-24-03
Basic PIO


St Anthony, ID

Dave Jackson








By Idaho BDS


208 334 3460

7-27 to 8-1-03
WMD Technical 

Anniston, AL


Contact your State




Emergency Response
By Center for Domestic
WMD POC




Training Course

Preparedness

7-27 to 7-31-03
WMD HazMat Technician
     “               “

     “               “




Training Course

7-30 to 8-2-03
WMD Law Enforcement
     “               “

     “               “




Protective Measures Training Course

7-29 to 8-2-03
WMD HazMat Technician 
     “               “

     “               “




Training Course

7-28 to 8-1-03
Air Monitoring Course
Anchorage


Tom Wells








Anchorage Fire & EPA
907
343 1498

7-29 to 7-31-03
Emergency Response to
Yakima, WA


Dave Hodgeboom




Terrorism: Basic Concepts
By WA DEM


800 562 6108




Train-The-Trainer

8-2 to 8-3-03
Emergency Response to
Skamania Co., WA

Bob Jones




Terrorism: Basic Concepts
By WSP


425 453 3000 x104

8-5 to 8-7-03
Respiratory Protection
Portland, OR


206 543 1069




THIS IS A FEE COURSE

8-12-03

WMD: Hospital Providers
Tacoma, WA


Mike Gordon








By WA DEM


253 512 7049

8-14-03

WMD: Hospital Providers
Pullman, WA


Mike Gordon












253 512 7049

8-16 to 8-17-03
Emergency Response to
Stevenson, WA

Bob Jones




Terrorism Basic Concepts




425 453 3000 x104

8-25 to 8-29-03
40 Hour HAZWOPER

Port Hadlock, WA

Diane Ruthruff








EPA



206 553 5139

8-25 to 8-29-03
Disaster Response: All
Little Rock, AR

800 926 5637




Hazards


This is a NICI Course

8-26 to 8-27-03
Hospital Emergency 
Vancouver, WA

Mike Gordon




Decon Parts 1 & 2

By WA DEM


253 512 7049

9-9 to 9-12-03
WMD Awareness, 

Clallam Co., WA

Dave Hodgeboom




Operations, Incident

By WA DEM


800 562 6108




Commander, Bombs

9-15 to 9-19-03
Chemistry of Hazardous
Snohomish, Co., WA

Bob Jones




Materials


Emergency Mngt. At

425 453 3000 x104








Paine Field, Everett

9-15 to 9-17-03
Awareness & Operations
WSP Fire Training

Bob Jones




Train-The-Trainer

Academy, North Bend
425 453 3000 x104

9-22 to 9-25-03
HazMat On Scene

WSP Academy

Bob Jones




Incident Commander
Shelton, WA


425 453 3000 x104

9-23 to 9-25-03
Exercise Design &

Spokane, WA


Rosanne Garrand




Evaluation






253 512 7048

ADDITIONAL TRAINING SITES OF NOTE

EPA TRAINING SITE FOR REGION X

http://yosemite.epa.gov/R10/OMP.NSF/af6d4571f3e2b1698825650f0071180a/4c19e0917482cf7b882565a900721156?OpenDocument 

HAMMER TRAINING FACILITY

For additional HazMat (and other) classes, visit the HAMMER Training Facility web site at www.hammertraining.com.  The HAMMER facility is in Richland, Washington.    

FIRE SERVICE TRAINING FOR NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND AREA TRAINING

www.nationalfiretraining.gov 

also

www.nwcg.gov go to training.

FOR FEMA HOME STUDY COURSES, GO TO;             http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/  .  Please note:  This is a new website address.  There have been several new courses added and one updated. All of these courses are free.

NEW EMI WEB BASED COURSE

IS-55i – Household Hazardous Materials :  A Guide For Citizens.  Use the above website.

EXERCISES

DATE               LOCATION
                TYPE


CONTACT

May 2003         Seattle, King County      Full scale
           Butch Colvin

                        Washington State, and many other locations   202 305 2177

                        This is TOPOFF.

May 1, 2003      Port Angeles, WA

Deployment Drill
John Schumacher








360 293 1601

May 5-11          TBD



TOPOFF Exercise
Bill Webb





Meeting

425 487 4605

May 8-16          Washington State and
Full Scale

     “          “

                         Chicago

May 20, 2003    Pasco, WA

         Tabletop, worst
Tracy Long





Case exercise

281 596 2502

3 June 2003     Oregon, Washington       Full Scale

Mike Hammond

                        Umatilla Chemical depot Drill


425 487 4775

June 3- 4          TBD


         TOPOFF After

Bill Webb




         Action Meeting
425 487 4605

June 10, 2003   Ferndale, WA
         Tabletop, Worst
Dan White




          Case Exercise

360 384 8416

June 14             Spokane, WA
         DOJ Chemical

Dave Byrnes




          Full scale

509 477 7606

June 19, 2003   Vancouver, WA
         Tabletop, worst
John Schumacher




          Case exercise

360 293 1601

June 25-27-03  Vancouver, BC               Northern Response
Dolph Diemont



                    IV


ddiemont@pacnorwest.uscg.mil

July 16             Richland, WA
         REP Ingestion Drill
Eleanor Castle








425 487 4697

August 3.          Idaho

  Communications

John Cline




  Exercise


208 334 3460

YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES, LESSONS LEARNED, ALL ARE WELCOME, AND REQUESTED, AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

Upcoming conferences and meetings

May 5 – 7.  Oregon Emergency Management workshop.  Hood River.  Contact Kelly Jo Jensen at 503 378 2911 x2246

May 6 – 8.  Force Protection Equipment Demonstration IV.  Quantico Marine Base, Virginia.  See www.fped4.org. 

May 18-21, Dallas.  NFPA World Safety Conference & Exposition.  www.nfpa.org/meetings. 

May 29 to June 1.  Hunt Valley, MD.  IAFC International HazMat Response Teams 20th annual conference.  See the ichiefs website. 

June 2 – 6. Seattle.  LEIU 48th Annual training seminar – Criminal Intelligence and the War against Terrorism.  Ray Green at King Co. Sheriff 206 684 8968 or www.leiu2003seattle.org. 

June 8 – 11.  National Environmental Health Association conference, Reno.  See www.neha.org/tracks.html.  

June 23 – 27.  CSEPP National Conference.  For more information, contact Pat Massey, FEMA Region X 425 487 4743

July 29 – August 1.  Morgantown, WV.  Protecting Public Health:  Water and Wastewater Solutions for a New Era.  www.netc.wvu.edu. 

July 31 – August 1.  Washington, D.C.  National Citizen Corps Conference.  Contact Fred Bretsch, FEMA Region X 425 487 4512.

September 2 – 5.  The Continuing Challenge.  Sacrament, CA.

November 17 – 21. HazMat Explo and NASTTPO meeting, Las Vegas

CHER-CAP HAPPENINGS

At the present time, all CHER-CAP functions are on hold within the Department of Homeland Security.  There will be a meeting on this subject in late May, and I will let you know what is happening as soon as I can.   

NOTE

If you wish to order any of the items offered, please refer to the page and number of the item (if that applies); it helps me to understand more quickly what it is you are asking for.  Thank you.  

POTPOURRI

1) I HAVE A 3-SLIDE Power Point presentation on a book that someone rigged to burn or explode.  If you would like to see this, I have it electronically in my HazMat files.   

2) If you would like some information on PEP (Prepositioned Equipment Program) I have a brochure available electronically in my HazMat files.  This concerns HazMat, MCI, rescue equipment available in case of a large incident.  There is a cache in the Northwest.

3) RSPA (Research and Special Administration) has published lots of final HazMat rules at, http://hazmat.dot.gov/rulemake.htm#final.  This includes security requirements for those who offer and transporter HazMat.  Worth the effort to check the site.  

4) Anticipating emergencies and planning a response can greatly lessen the extent of injuries and limit equipment, material and property damage.  See the article at, www.nsc.org/issues/prepare.htm. This is from the National Safety Council and has a lot of information on many different areas.

5) The Kansas State Firefighters Association has a WMD and Emergency Management web site at, www.ksffa.com/wmd_and_emergency_management_web.htm.  An incredible number of links to other sites.  Check it out to see if you have missed several of the sites listed.  

6) A Federal Employee’s Family Preparedness Guide from the Office of Personnel Management can be found at, www.opm.gov/emergency/PDF/NationalFamilyGuide.pdf. 

7) I have available a CD demo and information on a product called ProMag and SeaPatch.  These tools are magnetic leak stoppers for use either above water or below the water.  I viewed the CD and was impressed with it’s capability.  If you would like to borrow either one or get more information, contact me, or visit their website at www.seapatch.net. 

8) I have a copy of a survey concerning the readiness of local fire and law enforcement agencies to respond to major hazardous liquid and natural gas pipeline disasters.  This is being conducted by the state of Washington, by Hanson Engineers.  I have seen no results yet.  Available.  

9) For those concerned with standardization and interoperability, try www.iab.gov.  This site is the Interagency Board for Equipment Standardization and Interoperability.  

10) From USFA.  Orientation Manual for First Responders on the Evacuation of People with Disabilities.  This is a 31-page manual.  Order number is FA-235 dated August 2002.  I also have a copy. 

11) Available.  OSHA Hazard Communication Glossary of terms.  13 pages.  Also, a five-page document, Resource Guide for Chlorine.  

12) Is your DOT reference chart up to date?  There is now DOT chart 12.

13) I have a one-page handy reference chart on CERCLA 103 and EPCRA reporting requirements summary table.  

14) I have a CD available for loaning out that has TONS of ICS forms for Law Enforcement, HazMat, incident command, etc.  71 documents, to be exact, plus the ERG and list of lists.  EPA has a CD available listed as “A One-Stop Reference for Chemical Emergency Preparedness and Prevention”.  It’s everything you ever wanted to know about CEPP but were afraid to ask.  I also have a copy if someone needs to borrow it. 

15) I have a list of multimedia, books, reports, job aides, handouts, pamphlets, children’s publications and technical reports available for free from the US Fire Administration, if you would like a copy, let me know.

16) Emergency Cell phone numbers for Region X.  ALASKA; 911 – Idaho; 911 or Star ISP – Oregon; 911 – Washington; 911 or 360 438 7700.

17) West Nile Virus appears to be with us.  If you would like more information on this, one web site of interest is, www.doh.wa.gov/wnv. 

18) The Oregon HazMat teams have a web page that you may be interested in.  Go to www.sfm.state.or.us. Scroll down to Regional Hazardous Material Response Teams and you will find their newsletter and a lot of other information of interest.  

19) The CDC interim guidance on EMS transport for SARS patients can be found at, www.cdc.gov/ncidod/sars/emtguidance.htm. 

20) EPA Region X is looking for nominations of facilities, companies, groups or individuals for their “Green Government Innovation” recognition program.  This could also be called, “Champions for Environmental Leadership and Green Government Innovation”.  If you know of someone or a team or company that ensures that pollution prevention is a practice and not just a philosophy, please contact Michele Wright, at 206 553 1747 or Kay McKinsey at 206 553 1616 for more information on this project.  There is no website yet, but there is a PDF document explaining this more from either of the above-mentioned individuals.  

21)   “What You Should Know in Deciding Whether to Buy Escape Hoods, Gas Masks, or Other Respirators for Preparedness at Home and Work”  This is available at, www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptlrespfact.html. 

22) Argonne National Lab has developed software which helps emergency responders at all levels create and coordinate response plans.  This new software called, Emergency Response Synchronization Matrix (ERSM), helps develop crisis plans that coordinate actions across jurisdictions over an extended period of time.  It also includes custom-designed analytical tools to aid in data collection, analysis, reports and displays.  Try, http://ersm.dis.anl.gov. 

23) EPA has released the “Toxicological Review of Benzene – Non cancer Effects”, a report that describes the potential non cancer health hazards associated with exposure to benzene.  See, http://cfpub.epa.gov/ncea. 

24) HazMat Transportation Security Awareness Training is available on CD from DOT RSPA at no charge.  For this training aid, and others, go to http://diy.dot.gov/hazmat. 

AVAILABLE LIST

The Region X Lending Library List, consists of, books, videos, and CDs.  We have over 650 titles.  Some of the titles are; HazMat, Terrorism, Fire, Arson, Emergency Management, Floods and so forth.  These items are available (3 items at a time) by mail.  The only cost to you is to mail them back.  This list is available to all.  If you have not updated your mailing list in the last three months or so, you should order a new one.  You can do this by email or phone. 

VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE LOAN

If you have a suggestion as to a book, CD or video you would like to see carried in the library, please forward that idea to me.  I will make every attempt to obtain whatever it is that you need.   

FIRE Related CDs and books.  I managed to get some copies of some of the training material from NFA.  I am going to turn these over to Rob Carnahan, our Assistance to Firefighters Grants person.  The titles include; Abandoned Building Project Toolbox (CD), Fire Safe Building Design (CD), Technical Principles & Practice of Fire Prevention (3 CDs),  Sesame Street Fire Safety Station (Book and Audio Cassette tape in English & Spanish), Directory of National Community Volunteer Fire Prevention Program Community-based fire prevention education initiatives, the National Juvenile Fire setter/Arson Control and Prevention Program, (trainers guide, fire service guidelines for implementation and intervention handbook, Executive Summary, Users guide),  Arson and Juveniles: Responding to the Violence, Fire Risks for the Deaf or Hard of Hearing, Fire Risks for the Blind or Visually Impaired, Fire Risks for the Older Adult, and, Fire Risks for the Mobility Impaired.

MODE

TITLE

REFERENCE #
  DESCRIPTION

     Book
         Chemistry Made Simple
TBD


200 pages

                             Revised edition by Fred C. Hess.  

      Book              Protecting The Public
TBD


Course Book

In a Hazardous Materials Emergency.  A Course in     Protective action Decision Making for the Public.  From the National Institute for Chemical Studies.

      Book
      Ammonia Safety Training
TBD


Course Book

Understanding the EPA Risk Management Program.  From AIChE training.

       Book
      Chemistry for Non-

TBD


Course book

Chemists.  From ABS Consulting.  Obtained at the HazMat Explo in Las Vegas in December 2002.

         CD
      SPECTRE


TBD




Task Force Logistics Resource Management System.  From Orange County, CA.  Part of the FEMA-OES Urban Search & Rescue. Blends force deployment, equipment cache management, personnel tracking and on scene operations.

        CD
      CONQUEST


TBD

ICS Computerized Incident Management System.  From Orange County, CA.  

COUNTERTERRORISM

1) The following site was undergoing an upgrade when I checked it, but might be worth checking out in the future.  www.terrorismsurvivalhandbook.com.  

2) For those interested in advanced clinical training, the USAMRIID offers special bio-warfare training for healthcare providers.  This training enhances the capability to diagnose and treat casualties of biological warfare or terrorism.  There is a course may 3 – 9 and also September 6 – 12.  For more information, see, www.usamriid.army.mil/education/index.html. 

3) If you are interested in intelligence on Sarin, there is a group you can sign into at, http://groups.msn.com/SARINTELLIGENCE.  

4) Picked up this little tidbit.   “The US Food and Drug Administration has approved a lotion, for neutralizing and destroying chemical warfare agents, developed by E-Z-EM.  The filing of the product, called Reactive Skin Decontamination Lotion, came about as a result of a joint effort by E-Z-EM, and the US Marine Corps, the Canadian Armed Forces and O’Dell Engineering.”  More information can be found at www.fda.gov/bbs/topics/NEWS/2003/NEW00888.html. 

5) Two wall charts available on the web. The first is for chemicals and the second for bio agents.  www.unc.edu/depts/spice/chemical.html.  www.unc.edu/depts/spice/bioterrorism.html. 

6) At, www.gao.gov/new.items/d03373.pdf, is a 53-page document titled, “Bioterrorism: Preparedness Varied Across State and Local Jurisdictions”. 

7) From the UK comes the following web site, www.doh.gov.uk/epcu/cbr/intro.htm. This site provides guidance for those involved in the planning and activation of the public health response to a deliberate release of biological or chemical agents or a radiological or nuclear incident.  Obviously oriented to the UK, but there may well be some ideas for all of us. 

8) For a good look at how some others are preparing for emergencies, try the following web site, which is from the State of Israel.  It is a 52-page document titled, “In the Event of a Genuine Alert. Information on Civil Defense for the Family”.  It concerns chemical and biological preparedness as well as other readiness.  http://212.179.112.116/homefront/alarm-en.pdf. 

9) At www.rand.org/publications/CF/CF176/, you can either order (for a price), or download for free the book, “Protecting Emergency Responders – Lessons Learned from Terrorist Attacks.”

10) A site well worth your time is, www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl. This is the National Person Protective Technologies Laboratory.  You will find all the latest information on respirators that are effective against CBRN agents and much more.  Check it out.  

11) The April issue of Firehouse Magazine has an interesting article titled, “WMD Incident Management: Training & Tools for First –Arriving Supervisors”.  Available

12) Law Enforcement Officers Guide for Responding to Chemical Terrorist Incidents, is available at, http://hld.sbccom.army.mil/downloads/mirp/leofficersguide.pdf. When I tried it, an “internal error” popped up, this may be cleared by now. 

13) At http://ccc.apgea.army.mil/products/info/obtainmaterials.htm,  you will find books, CDs and videos for free and for a charge on medical aspects of dealing with terrorism.  

AFTERTHOUGHTS

From an article titled, “Effective Emergency Response Plans”, which is available at www.nsc.org/issues/emerg/99esc.htm,  the ten most common errors found with emergency response plans are;  

1) No upper management support

2) Lack of employee buy-in

3) Poor or no planning

4) Lack of training and practice

5) No designated leader

6) Failure to keep the plan up to date

7) No method of communication to alert employees

8) OSHA regulations are not part of the plan

9) No procedures for shutting down critical equipment

10) Employees are not told what actions to take in an emergency

CSEPP

FEMA Region X is trying to determine who is interested in taking the CSEPP evaluators course.  This is usually a three-day course.  We have not decided on the exact dates or location yet.  If you are interested in becoming an evaluator for CSEPP, or have more questions concerning this course, please email or call me.

EDITORIAL

(Washington, April 8, AP)  “Nerve agents like VX and sarin gas are scary terrorist threats, but a top federal official is more worried about chemicals that travel the nation’s highways every day.  “They are just as lethal,” said Jerry Hauer, acting assistant secretary for public health preparedness at the Department of Health and Human Services.

After the 1995 release of sarin gas in a Tokyo subway by the Aum Shinrikyo cult, government officials focused attention on nerve gasses, but now they are realizing the threat posed by chemicals that have legitimate uses in American industry, Hauer said in an interview Monday with the Associated Press.

“I just believe that at the end of the day, it’s a lot easier getting something that’s available here in the United States than trying to sneak in sarin,” Hauer said.

For instance, toxic industrial chemicals such as chlorine, phosgene and hydrogen cyanide are readily available.  These are among the earliest chemical weapons and were used by troops in World War I.  Today, they are commonly used in commercial manufacturing, and experts believe they could easily be used for terrorism.

Cyanide, for instance, is used in electroplating, where metals are attached to each other, and jewelry manufacturing.  It’s readily available and has been used to attack the public before: In 1982, cyanide-laced capsules of Tylenol Extra Strength killed five people and terrorized the Nation.

Hauer said law enforcement agencies are working with the chemical industry to improve security of transportation of chemicals and the safety of chemical facilities. 

At the same time, he said, HHS is working to help communities prepare for the consequence of such an attack.

As it is, local hazardous materials teams typically train for accidents involving maybe a dozen people, he said, while a terrorist attack could easily sicken a thousand.

“In most cities, the HazMat teams are well-prepared for these, but they are not prepared for them on a massive scale,” he said.”

(Isn’t it nice that someone called it right?   Mike)

ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANTS

FEMA received 19,800 grant applications by the deadline of April 11.  The requests totaled 2 billion.  The amount available is 750 million.  Announcements of awards will start by the end of May 2003, and will continue until May of 2004.  The application period for the anticipated next round of grants will be announced within the next several months.  

CERT – CITIZEN CORPS

Feedback on the March Citizen Corps Conference continues to be very positive.   FEMA received an additional 20 million for CERT training.  This money will be distributed among the states at a 75% pass through level.  This is in addition to the funding that has been on going.  

QUESTION

Does anyone need, or still use, 35mm slide projectors?  I have a left-over Carousel 140 slide tray. That I would like to dispose of.  Let me know.

CAMEO ALERT

From Frank Bovee, EPA Region X.  “If you are used to using a wheel mouse to scroll lists, you’ll need to be careful in CAMEOfm. .... If you use the wheel on your wheel mouse to scroll the list of chemicals, you’ll scroll right out of the inventory for ABC chemicals and into the inventory (tab) for the next facility and the next and the next.  The wheel is connected to the facility records in the facility list view NOT to the Chemical Inventory List.  Same anomaly in all detail tab panels that contain a list of records in the tab window. “  
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