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FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE”
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This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials team members, and other interested persons, up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards, and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.
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NOTE

The November issue of the UPDATE will be slightly less complete than normal.  The few days I have had in the office in October did not leave me a lot of time to prepare all that needed to be done.  Your help in providing information in the areas of training calendars and exercises would be appreciated.

QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“Democracy is the recurrent suspicion that more than half of the people are right more than half of the time.”  E.B. White

“I don’t believe in pessimism.  If something doesn’t come up the way you want, forge ahead.  If you think it’s going to rain, it will.”  Clint Eastwood 

                      

AVAILABLE LIST

Region X Lending Library List (Books, Videos, CDs, over 650 titles, by snail mail only) a free service.  (3 items at a time).  Last updated February 4, 2002.  These items are available to anyone who might be able to use them.

ATTENTION; If your copy of the reference library list is over three months old, you should request a new one. 
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SERC, LEPC, RRT AND RISC (Regional Interagency Steering Committee) MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
November 4, Camp Murray, 0900
OREGON
IHCC (Interagency Hazard Communication Council) this serves as the Oregon SERC.


LEPC Meetings; Salem, November 8.

IDAHO
Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 422 5725.  

ALASKA
TBA

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
January 29 – 30, 2003, Ocean Shores, WA

AK-RRT
November 15.  Anchorage

Northwest RISC
November 13, March 26, 2003, July 16, 2003, November 12, 2003.

Alaska RISC
October 16 (contact Dave Boughton at FEMA Region X for more info at 425 487 4713, February 19, 2003, June 18, 2003, October 15, 2003.
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TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

11-4-02

HazWoper Refresher

Ketchikan, AK

     “               “




FEE Course








11-5 to 11-7-02
Science of Oil Spills

Anchorage


Mala Kalyan












907 269 7435

11-6-02

HazWoper Refresher

Juneau, AK


Jennifer Brewer




FEE Course






907 225 7002 

11-8-02 to ?

Incident Safety Officer
Woodinville, WA

Pam Gross




Academy With David
Fire Dept.


425 556 2263




Dodson




NOTE:  This is a fee course, $135.00

11-8-02

HazWoper Refresher

Yakutat, AK


     “               “




FEE Course

11-9 to 11-10-02
Basic Life Support &

NFA Course at North

Bob Jones




Hazardous Materials

Bend, WA Sponsored

425 453 3000 x104




Response


by WA Fire Marshal.

11-11-02 to ?
HazMat Operations With
Port Ludlow, WA

Ben Andrews




IFSAC Certification Exam
Fire Dept.


360 437 2236




NOTE:  This is a fee course, $250.00

11-12 to 11-14-02
Public Works: Preparing 
Pendleton, OR

Maureen Czerwinski




For & Responding to





503 986 4487




Terrorism/WMD

Taught by Texas A&M

11-13-02

Hazardous Chemicals
Troutdale, OR

Stacy Hartsook




Characterization





503 373 1540 x280




NOTE:  This is a fee course, $50.00

11-19 to 11-21
Same Course as above
Bend, Oregon


Same Contact 

11-19 to 11-21-02
Principles of Emergency
Thurston County

Rosanne Garrand




Management (G230)

Olympia, WA


253 512 7048

11-19 to 11-21-02
Public Works: Preparing
Bend, OR


Robert Sechler




for and Responding to




541 957 3541




Terrorism

12-3 to 12-5-02
CSEPP Evaluators Course
Hermiston, OR

Stan Ross, Oregon




New. Required to be an
Armory


Emergency Mngt.




Evaluator.






541 966 9640

12-10 to 10-12-02
Public Works: Preparing
Roseburg, OR


Maureen Czerwinski




For and Responding to




503 986 4487




Terrorism/WMD

Taught by Texas A&M
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ADDITIONAL TRAINING SITES OF NOTE

HAMMER TRAINING FACILITY

For additional HazMat (and other) classes, visit the HAMMER Training Facility web site at www.hammertraining.com.  The HAMMER facility is in Richland, Washington.    

FIRE SERVICE TRAINING FOR NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND AREA TRAINING

www.nationalfiretraining.gov 

FOR FEMA HOME STUDY COURSES, GO TO;             www.fema.gov/emi/ishome.htm.  These courses are free.

EXERCISES

DATE               LOCATION
                TYPE


CONTACT

11-9-02            Chandalar River, AK      Field Deployment        Larry Iwamoto

12-12-02          Nikiski, AK                    Tabletop, Spill

Gary Folley

May 2003         Seattle, King County     Full scale
           Butch Colvin

                        Washington State, and many other locations   202 305 2177

                        This is TOPOFF.

April 2 – 3, 03  Oregon.  Quakex
        Statewide - Oregon
Kelly Jo Jensen








503 378 2911 x246

May 2003         Chicago and Seattle area     Full scale

FEMA

                        Operation TOPOFF

3 June 2003     Oregon, Washington    Full Scale

Larry Keen

                        Umatilla Chemical depot Drill


425 487 4757 

YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES, LESSONS LEARNED, ALL ARE WELCOME, AND REQUESTED, AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

      Upcoming conferences

November 5 - 6, 2002.  Regional Radiological Assistance Committee Advisory Council Quarterly meeting.  Contact Eleanor Castle, FEMA Region X, at 425 487 4697.

November 6 - 8.  Tempe, AZ.  Dangerous Goods in Dangerous Times.  See www.dgac.org. 

November 12 – 15.  International Conference on Disaster Management.  Las Vegas.  www.disastermeeting.com. 

November 13, Homeland Defense Training Conference Event.  Arlington, VA.  For more information, call 703 807 2027.

November 16 – 22.  Medical Management of Chemical and Biological Casualties.  Aberdeen Proving Grounds.  http://ccc.apgea.army.mil. 

November 18 – 20, Washington, D.C.  e-Safety.  Technological Solutions for Public Safety and Emergency Communications.   www.e-safety.org. 

November 18 – 21.  BioSecurity 2002.  MGM Grand, Las Vegas.  See www.biosecuritysummit.com. 

December 2-6.  HazMat Explo, Las Vegas.  Also NASTTPO Mid Year meeting.  See www.hazmatexplo.org for more.

December 4.  Arlington, VA.  Homeland Defense: Information and Sharing.  For more information, call 703 807 2027

December 8 – 12.  Baltimore.  2002 EPA Region III Chemical Emergency Preparedness and Prevention Conference.  More information to come.  

December 8 – 12.  EPA Region III Chemical Emergency Preparedness Conference.  Baltimore at the Waterfront Marriott.  See, www.2002conference.org. 

January 14 – 16.  Colorado Springs.  Homeland Defense: Federal, Regional and State Strategies.  For more information, call 703 807 2027

January 27 – 28, 2003.  San Francisco.  8th Fire and Materials Conference.  See, www.intercom.dial.pipex.com/f&m2003progdetails.htm. 

January 2003.  Environmental Homeland Security for the Pacific Northwest.  Seattle.  Exact dates TBD.  Co sponsored by DOE and EPA.

CHER-CAP HAPPENINGS

There are no other CHER- CAP projects in the works at this time, although Idaho has expressed an interest.  If you are interested in CHER-CAP, give me a call.  I will be happy to talk to you or come to your location and give your community a presentation on CHER-CAP. 

NOTE

If you wish to order any of the items offered, please refer to the page and number of the item (if that applies); it helps me to understand more quickly what it is you are asking for.  Thank you.  

POTPOURRI
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1)  Snohomish County Emergency Management (Everett, WA) has purchased, through a grant, the following four videos.  If you would like to view one, contact Mike McCallister at 425 423 7635.  All videos are from the Emergency Film Group.  A)  Propane, Butane and Propylene.  B)  HazChem – Hazardous Waste.  C)  HazChem – Anhydrous Ammonia.  D)  HazChem – Chlorine.  

2) The same Mike McCallister as above has also developed a 24-slide power point presentation titled, “Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know – What Every Fire Department Should Know”.  I can email or send a disc if you are interested.  Good job on this topic.  

3) RSPA and FMCSA announced on October 4 that they are eliminating the rule, which required drivers who transport placardable quantities of Hazardous Materials to check their tires every 100 miles or 2 hours.  The new rule requires they be checked every time the load is parked, as in fuel stops, breaks and rest areas.

4) The USFA has announced the availability of an n updated document titled, “Guide to Managing an Emergency Services Infection Control Program”.  This is the first update since 1992.  Visit the following site to order,  www.usfa.fema.gov, and click on publications.  You can also call 800 561 3356. 

5) NFA has announced a course name change.  Managing Company Tactical Operations: Tactics, will now be Strategy and Tactics for Initial Company Operations.  

6)  USDOT offers a report that describes significant transportation rulemakings currently under development and those recently completed.  For this report, go to, http://regs.dot.gov.  If you would like to subscribe to a free list serve that lets you know about new documents and rules, go to, http://dms.dot.gov, and sign up.

7) The Region X RRT (WA-OR-ID) now has a new website for the Northwest Area Contingency Plan.  It has as many new updates as possible on it and a few more are in the works.  Go to, www.rrt10nwac.com. 

8) For those of you who submit RMPs, there is a new address where to send them.  The new address is, Risk Management Plan (RMP) Reporting Center, P.O. Box 1515, Lanham-Seabrook, MD  20703-1515. 

9) Another provider of training can be found at, www.fgx.cc/ertt.  This is the Emergency Response and Technical Training Services (ERTT).  It would appear they offer a broad range of services.

10)  A two-volume set.  A Governors Guide to Emergency Management.  Vol 1 at www.nga.org/cda/files/REPORTEMERGUIDE2001.pdf.  Vol 2 at, www.nga.org/cda/files/GOVSGUIDEHS2.pdf. 

11) If you might be looking for material on pipeline accidents, incidents and lots of other information for which the National Traffic Safety Board is responsible, you might want to check out the following site, www.ntsb.gov/Publictn/P_Acc.htm. 

12) If you are interested in Cyber Stuff, I have a three-page article titled, “A short History of Computer Viruses and Attacks”.  Available.  

13) From the September/October of Every Second Counts, several interesting articles.  A)  No More Maydays, Building a Safety Culture; Fire Service.  B)  Traumatic Stress: Coping With the Big Stuff.  C)  Balancing the Scales;  Fire Service Short-Changed on Federal Dollars

14) From EPA;  Chemical Accident Prevention: Site Security.  Available at, www.epa.gov/swercepp/pubs/secale.pdf. 

15) Available.  A seven-page document titled, “Incident Command Checklist”.  This one is HazMat oriented.  In addition, I also have several other examples of this same thing from different sources.

16) Safety + Health Magazine for September has an article titled, “On Guard? Questions Remain About the Security of the Chemical Industry From a Terrorist Attack”.  Available.  

17) EPA has re-designed their CEPPO website.  They have added printer-friendly versions of articles and many other smaller improvements.  Old bookmarks may not work, so you should check out, http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/content/index.html.  Tier Two Submit is also available on this site.  

18) Available for public comment until December 16 is a document from ATSDR titled, “Public Health Assessment Process and the Community”.  This program explains how ATSDR conducts public health evaluations to find out whether people may be harmed by exposure to hazardous substances released into the environment.  Check it out at, www.atsdr.cdc.gov/training/public-health-assessment-overview/. 

19) Looking for safety related Power Point presentations.  You can find a BUNCH (226 as of now) at, http://esf.uvm.edu/sirippt/powerpt.html. 

20) DOT has awarded 12.8 million to states, territories and Native American tribes, for training to improve HazMat response. 

VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE LOAN

Wonders will never cease.  Our video, book and CD reference library has been restored.  Because it has been so long since we have had a chance to update it, it may be a while before it is fully operational and I get the chance to add all of the videos we have received since it was stored away.  So, if you have had items on hold, please remind me what it was you wanted.  If there is something you want from the list, which you have not requested due to the closure, please send in those requests now and I will attempt to honor them as soon as possible.  Sometime you do not appreciate something until it is not available, and I am really glad this is back.  If you have a suggestion as to a book, CD or video you would like to see carried in the library, please forward that idea to me.  I will make every attempt to obtain whatever it is that you need.    
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TERRORISM

1) The California Department of Health Services has developed a Hospital Bioterrorism Response Planning Guide.  This 127 page report, and a lot of other information can be found at,  www.dhs.ca.gov/lnc/default.htm. 

2) EPA has announced their Strategic Plan for Homeland Security.  The plan is intended to support the President’s National Strategy for Homeland Security and the efforts undertaken by a new Department of Homeland Security.  It can be found at, www.epa.gov/epahome/downloads/epa_homeland_security_strategic_plan.pdf.

3) For your fee on-line course in basic Arabic, go to, http://I-cias.com/babel/arabic/index.htm. 

4) At www.homelandsec.org/Pub_category/pdf/flynn-endsmeans.pdf, there is a 6-page report titled, “Rethinking Ends and Means”.  

5) A six-part satellite course titled, “Advanced Topics on Medical Defense Against Biological and Chemical Agents” is sponsored by the U.S. Army Medical Command.  I t will be broadcast in live 2 hour bi-monthly segments that begin November 6 and go through August 27, 2003.  For more information, go to www.biomedtraining.org/proginfo.htm.

6) I have a list of terrorist groups identified under executive order 13224.  Let me know if you would like this seven-page list.

7) I have an interesting article from the New Yorker titled, “Party of God”.  It is about Hezbollah.  Good read. 

8) At http://hld.sbccom.army.mil/downloads/reports/comp_mass_casualty_care.pdf, is a 36-page report titled, “A Mass Casualty Care Strategy for Biological Terrorism Incidents”.

9) From the General Accounting Office, “Chemical Weapons: Lessons Learned Program Generally Effective but Could Be Improved and Expanded”.  www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-02-890. 

10) The National Emergency Management Association has a report titled, “State Organizational Structures for Homeland Security”.  It is available at, www.nemaweb.org/News/NEMA_Homeland_Security_Report.pdf. 155 Pages.

11) Arlington County, Virginia has released an after-action report on the response to the attack on the Pentagon.  It is available at, www.co.arlington.va.us/fire/edu/about/pdf/after_report.pdf.  215 pages.

12) The Department of Justice’s Office for Domestic Preparedness Information Clearinghouse has a library of resources on preparedness, counter terrorism and WMD.  Access this at, http://odp.ncjrs.org.  In addition, they have a newsletter that lists training courses, funding information, on-line publications and other sources.  To subscribe to this service, go to, www.puborder.ncjrs.org/listservs/subscribe_ODP.asp, type in your name and email address.  

13) Available from NCJRS.  Chemical Facility Vulnerability Assessment Methodology.  www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/pubs-sum/195171.htm. 

14) At, http://security.transportation.org/community/security/doc/guide-ResponsePlans.pdf, is, “A Guide to Updating Highway Emergency Response Plans for Terrorist Incidents”  

15) From the September issue of Environmental Protection, an interesting article titled, “Enviroterrorism”.  Available.

16) Police Magazine for September has two interesting articles.  A)  One Year After,  About the rebuilding efforts of the Port Authority Police Department.  B)  Fools Rush In;  In a Nuclear, Biological, or Chemical Event, Responding Before You Know What’s Happening Can Get You Dead.  Available.

17) This may be a repeat.  St. Louis University School of Public Health Center for the Study of Bioterrorism, at, www.Bioterrorism.slu.edu, has a two volume CD set.  One is training lectures and resources for nurses and infection control persons.  The second is training lectures and resources for physicians.  

18) I have a ten-page document titled, “Mapping Networks of Terrorist Cells”.  Available.

19) The July/August issue of the National Academy Associate magazine has a good article titled, “Our Nation’s Infrastructure Vulnerability”.  Available.  

20) From the Homeland Defense Journal.  Article titled, “Guide to Criminal and Medical Investigation of a Bioterrorism Event’.  This is the first of two parts.   Available. 

21) I have several extra Re-ACT FAST II videos.  These are primarily for CSEPP communities.  It is a 49-minute video on signs and symptoms of agent exposure, and includes treatment.  It also has a section on atropine and 2-Pam Chloride including the use of auto injectors.  In addition, it covers PPE.  These will be available to the fist five who request them. 

22) The October issue of Police Magazine has an article titled, “Defense Dollars. Homeland Security’s New First Responder Initiative Will Spread Federal Funds to Local Agencies, But will it be Enough?”  Available.  

23) Check this one out, but don’t tell anyone where you found it.  The CIA Factbook 2002 is now available on their web site.  www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html.  Lots of information available.

24) At www.gao.gov/new.items/d0324r.pdf, you will find access to a DOJ report on chemical security efforts.  The title is, “Homeland Security: Department of Justice’s Response to its Congressional Mandate to Assess and Report on Chemical Industry Vulnerabilities”.  

. 

AFTERTHOUGHTS

FOR YOUR INFORMATION, THIS WAS RECEIVED FROM PAUL MANISCALCO.  I HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO VERIFY IT, BUT THE SOURCE WOULD TEND TO INDICATE THAT IT IS FACTUAL.

“To promote awareness of fire and emergency medical service personnel, two September INFOGRAMS reported about suspicious activities at fire stations.  Now it is necessary to disclose another incident, which occurred at a California fire department.

A member of the concerned fire department stated that on September 18, he received a phone call from someone with a heavy foreign accent.  The caller initially requested information regarding department patches, but then started asking questions about staffing and capabilities.  When queried why this type of information was needed, the caller quickly hung up the phone.  On the following day, an individual of Middle Eastern appearance was found parked behind the same fire station making notes and sketching the building.  The person could not or would not speak fluent English and, therefore, did not adequately respond to questions before driving away.

The firefighters involved on both days appropriately prevented the unauthorized collection of sensitive details about their station and department.  Furthermore, as encouraged in previous INFOGRAMs, they contacted local authorities and also the National Infrastructure Protection Center (NIPC).  The one firefighter provided a description of the driver, vehicle, and its license plate number.  Their notification of the NIPC facilitated additional incident examination by the NIPC, this INFOGRAM report, and critical information sharing with the emergency services sector.”

Bottom line:  BE ALERT!

Could not resist the following picture of the newest HazMat team member.
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