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FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE”


This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials program personnel and other interested persons, up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards, and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

Volume 3, #9

QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by a spark from another person.  Each of us has cause to think with deep gratitude to those who have lighted the flame within us.”  Albert Schweitzer

“If you have made mistakes, even serious ones, there is always another chance for you.  What we call failure is not the falling down, but the staying down.”  Mary Pickford

WORD PLAY

Alter a word by adding, subtracting or changing one letter, then, give it a new definition.   DOPELER EFFECT;  The tendency of stupid ideas to seem smarter when they come at you rapidly.

                      

AVAILABLE LISTS

HazMat & Terrorism Internet Address list. 16 pages. A reference source. List has the Internet address and a brief description of each site. Last updated 12-00.  (Available by email)

Region X Lending Library List (Books, Videos, CDs, over 600 titles, by snail mail only) A free service.  (3 items at a time) 

                          SERC, LEPC, RRT AND RISC MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
October 10.  0830 – 1130.  In conjunction with the WSEMA meeting at the Red Lion in Port Angeles.
OREGON
IHCC (Interagency Hazard Communication Council) this serves as the Oregon SERC.


September 7 – October 5 – November 2 – December 7.   All In Salem.


LEPC, October 12, November 16. All are in Salem

IDAHO
As Needed, Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 334 3263

ALASKA
TBD

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
September 19 – 20, Bellingham, WA


January 22 – 23, 2002, Portland/Salem 

AK-RRT
TBD

Northwest RISC
November 14, 2001; March 13, 2002; July 10, 2002

Alaska RISC
October 17, 2001; February 13, 2002; June 12, 2002

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

9-5 to 9-7-01

Highway Emergency Spill 
WA Fire Marshal at

Bob Jones




Control


North Bend, WA

425 453 3000




PREREQUISITE:  HazMat Technician.


EXT. 104



9-11 to 9-12-01
Incident Command 

WA DEM at Grays Harbor
Rosanne Garrand




System, Intermediate
County


253 512 7048

9-11 to 9-12-01
Chemistry for Environ-
Seattle, by EPA

     “          “




mental Professionals,  
at EPA Office




Fundamentals

9-12 to 9-14-01
HazMat On-Scene

WA Fire Marshal at

Bob Jones




Incident Commander
North Bend, WA

425 453 3000

9-12 to 9-14-01
HazMat First Responder
HAMMER Training

Bob Jones




Awareness & Ops TTT
Richland, WA


425 453 3000

9-13 to 14-01

Chemistry for Environ-
Seattle, by EPA

     “          “




mental Professionals,
at EPA Office




Applied.

9-17 to 9-18-01
Disaster Recovery 

WA DEM  at Camp

Rosanne Garrand




Workshop


Murray, WA


253 512 7048

9-18-01

HazCat Chemical

Seattle Fire


HazTech Systems




Identification Workshop
Department


(805) 968 8862

9-19 to 9-20-01
     “               “

WA DEM at Moses Lake
     “               “








WA

9-23 to 9-28-01
Hazardous Materials

NFA, Emmitsburg, MD
www.usfa.fema.gov



Incident Management (VIP)

9-23 to 9-28-01
Emergency Response to
NFA, Emmitsburg, MD
www.usfa.fema.gov



Terrorism: Incident Management (VIP)

9-25-01

WMD Awareness

Camp Murray, WA

Rosanne Garrand








By WA DEM


253 512 7048

9-26-01

WMD Operations

     “               “

     “               “

9-27-01

WMD Incident Command
     “               “

     “               “

9-28-01

Incident Response to
     “                “

     “               “




Terrorist Bombings, Awareness level.   This is NOT a Bomb Tech Course

9-28-01

Rapid Response to

WA Fire Marshal at

Bob Jones




Ammonia Emergencies
North Bend, WA

425 453 3000

9-29-01

     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

10-1 to 10-5-01
Emergency Medical 

WA Fire Marshal at

Ron Bowen




Service Operations &
Paine Field (Everett), WA
360 753 0357




Planning for WMD

10-2 to 10-3-01
Intro to ICS


OR DEM at


Kelly Jo Jensen








Clackamas County

503 378 2911 #246

10-16 to 10-19-01
Exercise Design &

WA DEM at


Rosanne Garrand




Evaluation 


Paine Field (Everett), WA
253 512 7048

11-14 to 11-16-01
Improvised Explosive 
Issaquah, WA


National Wilderness




Devices: Recognition
There is a $295 fee,

Training Center, Inc

& Avoidance


which may decrease

866 328 2918  

There is a list of equipment required, call to verify.

10-16 to 10-17-01
Multi Hazard School 
Snohomish County DEM
Chris Colmore




Workshop


At Paine Field, Everett
425 423 7635




$25 fee.

10-17 to 10-18-01
ICS Finance Section

OR DEM


Kelly Jo Jensen








At Clackamas County
503 378 2911 #246

10-19 to 10-20-01
Exercise Design

ID Bureau of Disaster
David Jackson








Services at Orofino

208 334 3460

10-25-01

Orientation to Basic

Snohomish County DEM
Chris Colmore




Radio Operations in Disasters.  0900-1200

425 423 7635

11-15 to 16-01
Introduction to ICS

Columbia Co., OR

Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911 X246

11-7 to 11-8-01
ICS Incident Commander
Multnomah Co., OR

     “               “

11-9 to 11-10-01
ICS Operations Section
Clackamas Co., OR

     “               “

HAMMER TRAINING FACILITY

For additional HazMat (and other) classes, visit the HAMMER Training Facility web site at www.hammertraining.com.  The HAMMER facility is in Richland, Washington.

HOME  STUDY  COURSE  HIGHLIGHT
ERT: SS Q534  EMERGENCY RESPONSE TO TERRORISM.  This course is designed to provide the basic awareness training to prepare first responders to respond to incidents of terrorism safely and effectively.  This course is a National Fire Academy course and can be downloaded from www.usfa.fema.gov/nfa/tr_ertss.htm.  Or, you may order it.        
EXERCISES

DATE               LOCATION
                TYPE


CONTACT

9-17 – 21        Prince Rupert, AK       TBD



  TBD, Canadian Coast Guard


CANUSDIX 2001 Drill

9-28                Franklin County, WA    Full Scale CHER-CAP
    Mike Hammond 425 487 4775

                       At Pasco Rail yards







10-3                Anchorage, BP Tanker  Tabletop


    Larry Iwamoto 907 269 7683

                       Drill (Phase 1)

10-4-01           Seattle, GATX 
      Tabletop & Deployment   Jim Peschel

                       Terminal 
                                                        360 281 3781

10-9-01           Anacortes, WA
      Tabletop, Worst-case
   Joe Haley

                       Puget Sound Refining                                          360 293 1707

10-9-01           Port Angeles, WA         Deployment

    John Schumacher

                       Tesoro





    360 293 1601

10-11-01         Port Orchard, WA
      Deployment
               Michael Tucker

                       USN Fleet Supply




     360 476 2135 #223










YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES ARE WELCOME, AND REQUESTED, AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

      Upcoming conferences

The Continuing Challenge, Sacramento, CA.  September 4-7.  For information and registration, see www.hazmat.org. 

Hospital/WMD Consequence Management, September 10 –11 at the Caribe Royal Resort in Orlando, FL.   http://nigi.org/h0150.htm. 

Technologies for Public Safety in Critical Incident Response Conference, Albuquerque, September 17 – 19.  For all members of the first response community.  See, www.nlectc.org/conf/nij2001.html.

BULL WHIP (Building Unified Leadership Levels with Hazard Incident Planning)  The Wyoming HazMat and WMD conference will be held in Lander, Wyoming September 17 – 21.  See, http://wema.state.wy.us/bullwhip.htm. 

18th Annual Virginia HazMat Conference. September 27 – 29 in Virginia Beach.  See, www.vdem.state.va.us. 

Second Annual Decontamination/WMD Symposium, Montgomery County, Maryland.   September 27 – 29.  Will include topics on national pharmaceutical stockpile, West Nile Virus, Law Enforcement PPE, managing a biological event, decon and much more.  Contact;  Ted Jarboe 240 777 2255 or ted.jarboe@co.mo.md.us, or I have a copy of the registration form.  Free Registration

2nd California Symposium on Aviation Emergencies.  October 1 – 3 at the museum of flying, Santa Monica, CA.  Contact Gunnar Kuepper at (310) 284 3194 or gjk@emergency-management.net. 

HOT ZONE.  Region 6 HazMat conference.  See www.hotzone.org.  October 17 – 20, 2001. WEB SITE NOW OPERATIONAL
The Odyssey Continues.  December 10 – 13, 2001, Baltimore, MD.  Sponsored by EPA, Baltimore area LEPCs and Maryland Emergency Management.  For more information see, www.2001conference.org/home.htm. 

Mid Year NASTTPO (National Association of SARA Title III Program Officials.  12-5-01 in conjunction with the HazMat Explo Conference in Las Vegas.   For information on the expo jpo@co.clark.nv.us or 702 455 5710.  For information on NASTTPO, contact Dan Roe at roed@dem.state.az.us.

CHER-CAP HAPPENINGS

We are still working on an extension for The Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation  CHER-CAP.  Hopefully by the next  UPDATE I will be able to give some more particulars on this.  

 Meanwhile, the Franklin County CHER-CAP  has completed Phase Three.  We are good to go for the exercise on the 28th of September in Pasco.  The final  scenario has changed, less victims (Down to about 100) and we have added Amtrak as a participant.  We have the final full meeting of the planning crew on August 28.   If you would like to be an observer at this exercise, please let me know.  

On September 17 and 18 I will be in Kotzebue, Alaska talking to them about the possibility of a CHER-CAP.  They have formally requested to have one to the State Emergency Management office.  Yes, this is above the Arctic Circle.      

POTPOURRI

1) If you do not think drills are important, read the following press release from the Washington Department of Ecology.  “Oil tanker that come into Washington’s waters may no longer use National Response Corporation as their primary spill-response contractor.  The Department of Ecology withdrew the company’s certification after it failed two spill drills since May.  As a result, tanker operators that hired National Response Corporation> (NRC) to be their primary spill responder will have to make other arrangements immediately – or else have their actions restricted while in Washington waters.”  This was issued on 7-18-01.  I have a 2-page explanation if anyone would like to see it.    

2) There are now new regulations for the transportation of radioactive materials.  Rather than list them all here, try the free electronic quarterly newsletter put out by the TSI (Transportation Safety Institute) Hazardous Materials Division.  This newsletter and other training material ids available at www.tsi.dot.gov, under Hazardous Materials Transportation.  The newsletter is called, “FlashPoints”. 

3) Interesting article forwarded by Dennis Atwood.  The article concerns the future of Superfund.  Rather than re-type it all here, see, www.rff.org/books/descriptions/superfunds_future.htm. 

4) Available.  The, “Report on the 2000 National Volunteer Fire Summit, December 2 – 3, 2000, U.S. Fire Administration, Emmitsburg, MD”.  This 51-page report can be ordered online at www.usfa.fema.gov/usfapubs, or from U.S. Fire Administration, Publications Center, 16825 S. Seton Ave., Emmitsburg, MD 21727.  I also have a copy.  

5) EPA CORNER:  Frank Bovee, Region X EPA passed on two items.  The newly updated List of Lists can be downloaded in PDF from www.epa.gov/ceppo/pubs/title3.pdf. Also, the NOAA/EPA development team is going to start sending out notices to Cameo users regarding the status of the new FileMaker Pro version of Cameo.  If you have not updated or registered your email address with the Cameo New Service, do it now at, listserver@unixmail.rtpnc.epa.gov, Leave the subject area blank and add to the body of the message, “Subscribe CAMEO” plus your name.

6) Three interesting articles in the August issue of Firehouse Magazine.  A)  “Crossing the Yellow Tape: Operating at Crime Scenes”  B)  “Ice & Oxygen Create HazMat Problem In Iowa”  about a spill of liquid O2 at an accident scene.   C)  “Crew Resource Management Applied to the Incident Command System”  Available if you need one. 

7) In item number 1 above, I reported on the spill cleanup company that works with ocean going vessels, lost it’s business license in Washington State.  Apparently, they got the message loud and clear.  The company, National Response Corp., has been re-certified by the State.  According to the state, they took, “prompt and aggressive “ measures to fix the problem. See, sometimes it does work.  

8) Witches brew.  Chemicals on board the train that derailed and burned in the Baltimore tunnel.  Hydrochloric Acid, corrosive;  Glacial Acetic acid, flammable and an inhalation and skin contact hazard; Fluorosilicic or hydrofluoric acid, corrosive and an inhalation and skin contact hazard; Propylene glycol, combustible; Tripropylene, similar to paint thinner; Ethyl hexyl phthalate, combustible and an inhalation hazard.  

9) Looking for the Emergency Response Guidebook in Spanish?  You can find it at http://hazmat.dot.gov/gydebook.htm.  

10) Available.  The State of Washington SERC recently produced two informational brochures for use by state LEPCs.  I believe these were modeled after publications done elsewhere.  The first is titled, “Chemical Emergencies” and covers shelter-in-place.  It is an 11” by 17”, two-sided and folded color brochure. The second is titled, “Preparing for Hazardous Chemical Emergencies In Your Community”.  This is a tabbed reference brochure that covers emergency phone numbers, EPCRA, home chemical emergencies, evacuation supply kits, NOAA weather radio and other subjects.  If you would like a copy of one or both, let me know. 

11) The LEPC database has been updated.  To view these and find out what RMP facilities are within each boundary, try www.epa.gov/ceppo/lepclist.htm. 

12) If you would like to see who is getting the Fire Grants, try, www.usfa.fema.gov/grants/total101.htm.  This list is updated every week as they are awarded.

13) Thanks to a note by the Washington Fire Marshal’s Office I pass this along.  NFPA has scholarships for members of HazMat teams to attend conferences.  This can include up to five members and a total of $2,500.  In order to apply for the scholarship, the team must submit an application addressing the qualifications and achievements in the area of, A) leadership qualities, B) Communication abilities, C) Training to the levels outlined in NFPA 472 and 473.  To find out more about this, go to, www.nfpa.org, or call Kathie Odermatt at 617 984 7254.  The deadline for this years scholarships is September 15.  You might have to wait until next year.  Seems like a worthwhile thing to me.  

14) Available from me.   “Emergency Public Information, Pocket Guide.”  Produced by the Emergency Management Laboratory of the Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education.  Lots of good information for PIO’s.  4” by 7” and 88 pages.

15) For those teams that use wet bulb thermometers, Westinghouse Savannah River Company has developed software that calculates outdoor, with solar load, wet bulb globe temperature using standard meteorological measurements.  If you would like more information, try, Brenda Boggs, 803 725 3122 or Brenda.boggs@srs.gov. 

16) DOT RSPA announced the availability of the National Pipeline Mapping System (NPMS) operator and repository standards.  You can learn more about this at, www.npms.rspa.dot.gov.  So far, the only Region X state involved is Washington, there are 14 others.

17) The U.S. Coast Guard is seeking information on identifying tribal governments that may be affected by Coast Guard rule makings.  If you know of any, please pass this information along.  Thanks to LEPC Info Exchange for this.  

18) USFA and National Institute of Standards and Technology now have an on-line newsletter at http://fire.gov. Try it, some good information.

19) Again, thanks to Ruth Ellen Schelhaus for this info.  CSX (a rail company) has a “Community Awareness Planning Guide” that is available free to public safety organizations.  It deals with rail incidents and hazardous materials.  Contact, Mike Lunsford, CSXT, mike_Lunsford@csx.com. 

20) “Developing Objectives, Content, and Competencies for the Training 

       of Emergency Medical Technicians, Emergency Physicians, and   


  Emergency Nurses to Care for Casualties Resulting From Nuclear, 


  Biological, or Chemical (NBC) Incidents>”  Available at, 


  www.acep.org/library/index.cfm/id/2676.pdf. 

21)  Two interesting articles on Firefighting.Com.  “The Basics of Rail Car 

  Incident Response”  see  

www.firefighting.com/articles/namFullView.asp?namID=3633&GoTo=yes.   And, “Equipment Interoperability For Terrorism Response”, see www.firefighting.com/articles/namFullView.asp?namID=3614&GoTo=yes. I also have copies.

22) The National Propane Gas association has a two page alert out on  


   small gas cylinders being used for ammonia rather than propane.  I 


   have the flyer in PDF format if anyone would like to see it.  It also 

 
   has several pictures of the valves.  Hard copies also available.

23) Available.  Hazardous Materials Emergency Preparedness (HMEP)


  Guidelines for Public Sector Hazardous Materials Training.  Call 1-


  800-561-3356 or order online at www.usfa.fema.gov/usfapubs, or 


  view it at www.fema.gov/emi/hmep/gdlns.htm. 

24) The August issue of the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin has a good 


   article  titled, “Addressing School Violence; Prevention, Planning and 


   Practice.  I have copies. 

25) I do not remember where I got this, but I have a copy (8 pages) of 


   a presentation titled, “Thermal Treatment of High Explosive (HE) by 


   Open Burning”.  By Don Smith, Pantex Plant, Amarillo, Texas.


   Also, “Parcel Tanker Sulfuric Acid Removal and Neutralization”, by 

        Fred Halvorsen, Findlay, Ohio (8 pages).  And again, “The New 

        Carissa – The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly”, by Loren Garner, 

        Oregon Dept. of Environmental Quality (8 pages).  

VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE LOAN

Video     DIS110/25
From EENET, 12-13-00, 1.5 hrs.  “Critical Incident Stress Management For Schools – Part II”.   

Video    DIS110/11.5.1 From EENET, 1-17-01, 1 hour.  National alert series, includes sections on, Operation Ice Burg on an ice storm, Officer shootings, WMD, School safety and meeting the challenge, on making fire service a career.

Video    DIS110/11.4.12   From EENET, 12-20-00, 1 hour.  National Alert Series.  Includes; snow thrower safety (good time of the year to think about this, No?), Getting help when you need it (Kids asking for help, news from around FEMA, wired for safety on home electrical systems.

Video    DIS110/36.11.1   From EENET, 7-5-01, 1 hour.  “Multi Hazards in Schools”  School safety.

Video    HM50/180
ICS.  From Emergency Film Group.  24 minutes.  A new film, supposed to be pretty good.

Video    TER10/20.2
From EENET 6-27-01.  1 hour.  Consequence Management News, Equipment, & Training (Comnet) Magazine.  Topics on preparation in Salt Lake, Force Protection equipment demonstration, Hospital WMD preparation, Mass decon exercise, TOPOFF update.

Video    HM50/179
From DuPont.  15 minutes.  Limited Use Chemical Protective Clothing Donning and Doffing.

CD         FR100/87
From USFA, 3 disc set, “Technical Principles & Practices of Fire Prevention.

CD         TER10/34
From FEMA, May 2001.  G250.12.  Senior Officials Workshop: Preparedness and Response for Terrorist Incidents.  This is an updated version of the old course.

HazMat TEAM PROFILE

THIS SPACE RESERVED FOR ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THEIR TEAM HIGHLIGHTED.  VOLUNTEER NOW.   PUBLIC OR PRIVATE TEAMS IN REGION X ARE ELLIGIBLE.  

TERRORISM

NOTES

1) A release from the Department of Defense on July 27 stated, “ Three National Guard units were certified yesterday as the nation’s first fully mission capable weapons of mass destruction civil support teams (wmd-cst).  These teams are designed to support incident commanders responding to a terrorist use of a weapon of mass destruction.  The three weapons of mass destruction civil support teams are:  the 8th wmd-cst, Aurora, CO.; The 2nd wmd-cst, Scotia, NY.; and the 10th wmd-cst, Tacoma, WA.”  

2) A book review in the July 23rd issue of Newsweek mentioned a book titled, “Spectacular Happiness” by Peter D. Kramer (Scriber).  The review was good and the book concerns an ecoterrorist.  Have not read it yet, if anyone has, and would care to comment, let me know.  

3) The Senate Appropriations Committee approved $30 million for the Center for Domestic Preparedness.  It now goes to a full vote in the Senate.  This money would allow for the training of 10,000 emergency responders as opposed to the 3,500 trained last year.  Hopefully this will pass.  

4) From the Scientific American, July 23, 2001.  “After the Oklahoma City bombing and several natural disasters in 1998, the GSA decided it needed a better tool to assess the risks that face government buildings.  Now, after working with Regina Hunter and colleagues at Sandia National Laboratory for several years, the GSA has got its wish: a Risk Assessment Method – Property Analysis and Ranking Tool (RAMPART). ‘Traditionally buildings have been constructed to code, which pays attention to disasters that have already happened,’ Hunter explains. ‘Rampart looks to the future probability of events occurring and what there is to lose if those events take place.’  The Sandia team rolled out the RAMPART system at GSA’s regional office in Denver this month and plans to visit nine other offices by the end of September.  The scientists worked out elaborate sets of equations to evaluate the risk of threatening events – hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, winter storms, floods, terrorist attacks and crimes – to buildings it set locations, made using certain types of construction, housing specific activities and different numbers of people, among other variables.  Users of the RAMPART software “point and click their way through the assessment,” Hunter says, thanks to a simple user interface.  ‘They will be asked basic questions about the building – location, construction, security monitoring etc. – and the computer program will do the rest.’  The scientists hope RAMPART might eventually be adapted for analyzing other buildings such as embassies and schools.”

5) Are you training for terrorism?  Remember, the training you undertake and perfect in this area is good for natural disasters and chemical emergencies too.

6) Found an interesting article sent by Paul Maniscalco.  “It’s Time to fight Back Against Terrorism.”  Five pages I have it or try www.weeklystandard.com/magazine/mag_6_43_01/gerecht_feat_6_43_01.asp. 

7) If you are interested in receiving the “Beacon” on-line from the National Domestic Preparedness Office, contact the NDPO at ndpo@leo.gov, or call 202 324 9025.  This is a monthly newsletter, “by and for emergency Responders”.  A number of interesting articles in this month’s issue.

8) At www2.sbccom.army.mil/hld/cwirp/cwirp_playbook_download.htm,  There is a 132 page document titled, “Chemical Weapons Improved Response Program Playbook, Guidelines for Response to and Managing a Chemical Weapons of Mass Destruction Terrorist Event.  

9) Available from me.  A 6 page presentation by Governor Frank Keating of Oklahoma, titled, “Catastrophic Terrorism – Local Response to a National Threat”.  A good article on OK City.

10) If you have been watching the news, you are aware that in July a man in Paris was arrested with 5 grams (Just a salesman’s sample) of 85% enriched U235.  This is in addition to the 32 seizures of illegal radioactive material in Europe.  If they caught that much, how much got through.  To build a nuclear weapon, about 15 kilograms of U235 is needed as well as 5 kilograms of plutonium.  

11) According to an article from WorldNetDaily, Yasser Arafat’s Palestinian Authority is exploring the development and use of biological weapons.  This, they say, is due to the, “uneven balance of power”.  

.THE LAST WORD

The third in the series on SERCs and LEPCs from the Region III EPA Newsletter.  

“LEPCs were intended to identify chemical hazards, plan for emergencies, convey public information, and include all citizens.  But are the LEPCs working?  Many community activists believe that the mostly volunteer LEPCs are not able to fulfill the vision of EPCRA, particularly for community involvement, hazard communication, and hazard reduction.  Below are some criteria for evaluating your LEPC.

Has your LEPC…

(1) GOALS

Established measurable outcome goals for-

A) Reducing accidents?

B) Reducing vulnerability zones and accident potentials?

C) Improving emergency response and mitigation?

D) Established goals for public access to chemical hazards information?

E) Set process objectives (for funding, participation, communication, etc) and annually evaluated progress toward achieving goals?

(2) Structure and Process

A) Achieved genuinely broad-based and balanced membership?

B) Secured adequate funding sources and professional staffing (through legislation, agency budgets, donations, etc)?

C) Adopted a mission statement and by-laws?


D) Held regular, well-attended meetings (at least quarterly)?

E) Held formal meetings (advance agenda, written minutes)?

F) Organized active subcommittees and established clear member roles?

G) Maintained Policy independence from the host agency?

H) Produced an annual report (covering trends in accidents, hazards, enforcement, drills, site-specific risk reduction, etc.)?

I) Utilized external resources such as other LEPCs and government agencies (e.g., to obtain training materials)?

(3) Community Hazards Analysis (for facilities with extremely hazardous substances [EHS]):

A) Developed easily understood community maps showing EHS facilities, vulnerability zones, and transportation routes?

B) Obtained needed EHS facility data through questionnaires, site visits, and document requests (using EPCRA 303(d)(3) authority)?

C) Obtained EHS facility process hazard analyses (prepared under OSHA’s Process Safety Management regulations)?

D) Asked transportation carriers to identify chemicals and volumes moving through the community?

E) Prepared or obtained “worst-case” and lesser release scenarios at each EHS facility and for transportation?

F) Identified critical facilities, vulnerable environments, and potentially exposed populations (e.g., schools, nursing homes, residential areas, workers on-site)?

G) Reviewed hazard analyses with EHS facility managers and worker representatives (including shelter-in-place and evacuation needs)?

H) Established computerized hazards analysis capabilities?

I) Prioritized hazards (e.g., by vulnerability zone)?

(4) Emergency Response Planning.

A) Submitted a site-specific emergency plan to the state Emergency Response Commission?

B) Exercised the emergency plan and corrected identified weaknesses?

C) Ensured coordination between EHS facilities and fire departments, as well as other emergency response organizations (Police, hospitals, etc.)?

D) Sponsored training for fire, medical, police, hazmat teams, and other response personnel?

E) Ensured that hazard analyses are incorporated into fire department pre-plans?

F) Established alert and warning systems (and coordinated systems among facilities)?

G) Established means to determine the severity of a release, and the area and population likely to be affected?

H) Planned shelters and evacuation routes?

I) Designated community and facility emergency response coordinators?

J) Maintained an inventory of emergency response resources (equipment, facilities, and expertise)?

K) Provided public education on protective actions (evacuation and shelter-in-place?

L) Evaluated the protective capacity of shelter-in-place structures?

M) Acknowledged the limits of emergency response capabilities for protecting people, property, and the environment.

(5) Accident Prevention.

A) Promoted exploration of inherently safer technologies (involving safer chemicals, lower pressures or temperatures, less storage, fewer shipments, etc.)?

B) Promoted other facility safety improvements (e.g., secondary containment, automatic shutoffs, alarms, etc)?

C) Provided the community hazards analysis to planning commissions, zoning boards, public works departments, citizen advisory councils, and other local entities?

D) Acquainted facilities with hazard reduction resources (e.g., financing, expertise)?

E) Held seminars for facility personnel, union health and safety committees, etc.?

F) Analyzed spill reports for response and prevention lessons?

G) Publicized lessons learned and best practices?

H) Given public recognition for major hazard reduction efforts (e.g., annual awards)?

(6) Community Right-to-Know.

A) Publicized availability of right-to-know information?

B) Computerized data for ease of access and analysis?

C) Established a convenient information request process?

D) Provided Tier II chemical storage information as required?

E) Publicized community hazard maps with vulnerability zones through libraries and news media?

F) Publicized options for reducing vulnerability zones (e.g., through safer technologies)?

G) Ensured that meetings are accessible and well publicized (time, place, publicity)?

H) Worked with communities concerned about specific sites (e.g., through good neighbor agreements.

(7) Enforcement.

A) Publicized reporting requirements to covered facilities and transportation carriers?

B) Provided compliance assistance to facilities and carriers?

C) Uncovered and prosecuted non-reporting firms?

D) Pursued beneficial expenditures in settling citizen suits against non-reporting firms?

(8) Risk Management Planning.

A) Evaluated its own capacity to review hazards and communicate RMP information to the public?

B) Offered compliance assistance to covered facilities?

C) Supported an effective on-line Federal database of complete risk management plans?

D) Prepared to incorporate options for reducing vulnerability zones into public communications.

Score your LEPCs based on items completed:

51 – 60  -  
Outstanding

41  - 50
Very Good

31  - 40
Good

21  - 30
Progressing

11  - 20
Mediocre

0   - 10
Non-Functional
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