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FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE”


This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials program personnel up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards  and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

This update is for the period of 1-1-01 to 3-31-01.

QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“The man who is worthy of being ‘a leader of men’ will never complain  about the stupidity of his helpers, the ingratitude of mankind nor the 

inappreciation of the public.  They are all a part of the game of life.  To meet them and overcome them and not to go down before them in 

disgust, discouragement or defeat – that is the final proof of power.”  Wm. J. H. Boetcker

WEB PAGE HIGHLIGHT (YOUR SUGGESTIONS FOR THE NEXT SITE ARE WELCOME)

THE RAND REPORT

www.gulflink.osd.mil/library/randrep/bw_paper    

This site has a review of the scientific literature as it pertains to Gulf War Illness.  The paper, which is downloadable, has six chapters; Introduction, overview of chemical and biological warfare, skin-damaging agents, toxins, nerve agents, and conclusions and recommendations.  It also has several appendices.                             

                          SERC, LEPC, AND RRT MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
Sometime in late January.  Contact Mark Ligman after the first week of January for exact date. 1-800-562-6108.
OREGON
January 24, 25 & 26.  At the Warm Springs Reservation.  Contact Jim Mazza at 503 373 1540 ext. 242 for more information.

IDAHO
As Needed, Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 334 3263

ALASKA
February 14 & 15, Juneau


April 17 & 18, 2001,     Anchorage


NOTE.  Both the February date and the April location are changes from previous notifications.

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
May 2 – 3, Spokane, WA


September 19 – 20, Bellingham, WA


January 22 – 23, 2002, Portland/Salem 

AK-RRT
TBD

Northwest RISC
March 18, 2001

Alaska RISC
February 21, 2001

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

1-8 to 1-12-01
Exercise Design and 
OR OEM at Salem

Kelly Jo Jensen




Evaluation






503 378 2911

1-9 to 1-10-00
Exercise Design

Idaho BDS at


David Jackson








Jerome, ID


208 334 2336

1-18-01

Risk Analysis


Boise County, Idaho

208 334 3460

1-22 to 1-26-01
Radiation Safety at

Seattle


Diane Ruthruff




Superfund Sites

Sponsored by EPA

206 553 5139

1-23 to 1-24-01
ICS Operations Section
Multnomah Co, OR

Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911

1-24 to 1-25-01
ICS/EOC Interface

Idaho BDS at


David Jackson








Coeur d’Alene

208 334 2336

1-29 to 2-1-01
Health and Safety Eight
Seattle


Diane Ruthruff




Hour Training

Sponsored by EPA

206 553 5139

1-25-01

ICS/EOC Interface

Coupeville, WA

Dave Hodgeboom








By WA DEM


1-800 562 6108

1-30-01

WMD Responder 

Pullman, WA


Dave Hodgeboom




Awareness


By WA DEM


1-800 562 6108

1-31-01

WMD, Responder

Pullman, WA


Dave Hodgeboom




Operations


By WA DEM


1-800 562 6108

2-1-01


WMD, Incident

Pullman, WA


Dave Hodgeboom




Command


By WA DEM


1-800 562 6108

2-7 to 2-8-01

Introduction to ICS

Portland


Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911

2-12 to 2-16-01
Emergency Response
Oregon, Location

Kelly Jo Jensen




planning for terrorism
TBA



503 378 2911

2-13 to 14-01

ICS, Safety Officer

Multnomah Co. OR

     “            “

2-21 to 2-22-01
ICS Planning Section
Columbia Co., OR

Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911

3-5 to 9-01

Hazardous Materials

Fort Lewis, WA

Diane Ruthruff




Incident Response

Sponsored by EPA

206 553 5139




Operations

3-6-01


WMD Awareness

Washington Coast

Dave Hodgeboom








City TBA


1-800-562-6108

3-7-01


WMD Operations

     “            “


     “            “

3-8-01


WMD Incident Command
     “            “


     “            “

3-7 to 3-8-01

Exercise Design

Idaho Falls, ID

(208) 334 3460

3-7 to 3-8-01

Introduction to ICS

Clackamas Co., OR

Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911

3-9 to 3-10-01
Exercise Design

Driggs, Idaho


208 334 3460

3-20 to 3-22-01
Exercise Evaluation

Moscow, Idaho

     “            “

3-21 to 22-01

Logistics Section, ICS
Portland, Oregon

Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911

3-27 to 29-01

Sampling For Hazardous
Seattle


Diane Ruthruff




Materials


Location TBD


206 553 5139








Sponsored by EPA

3-27 to 29-01

Chemical Accident 

Seattle


     “            “




Prevention Auditing

Sponsored by EPA

     “            “

3-27 to 29-01

PIO



Multnomah Co., OR

Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911

        HOME  STUDY  COURSE  HIGHLIGHT
IS 8   BUILDING FOR THE EARTHQUAKES OF TOMORROW: COMPLYING WITH EXECUTIVE ORDER 12699.  This course provides the student with the background necessary to understand the effects of Executive Order (EO) 12699 signed by President Bush in 1990.  The course is a non-technical discussion of earthquakes, building design, and the requirements of the EO. See,   www.fema.gov/emi/crslist.htm 

EMI CATALOGS AVAILABLE

If you would like a copy of the 2000 – 2001 catalog of activities from the Emergency Management Institute in Emmitsburg, let me know.  You can get most of the same information from the web site noted in the section right above.

EXERCISES

DATE               LOCATION
                TYPE


CONTACT

3-9-01            Grand Coulee Dam
   Multiple (Tabletop,
Jerry Jensen at Washington

and for           and other locations
   functional and

State DEM 1-800-562-6108

the next         to include Oregon
   full scale

week.

3-15-01           Richland

   Tabletop


Ron Wilson, Washington

                       DOE






State DEM, 1-800-562-6108

5-7 to 11-01    CSEPP

    Required exercise

Larry Keen 425 487 4757

YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES ARE WELCOME, AND REQUESTED, AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

      Upcoming conferences

2001 Fire Rescue West.  February 5-8,2001, San Jose, CA  See www.expotravel.com.

National Workshop on Domestic Preparedness and Counter terrorism.  Sponsored by the Emergency Services Training Institute.  March 19 – 22-01 in New Orleans.  1-866-878-8900 or www.wmdnationalworkshop.com Over 200 vendors.

Fire Department Instructors Conference, April 30 – May 6, 2001, Sacramento, CA.  1-888-472-7462.

WMD III.  Bio-Terrorism Consequence Management Table Top Exercise:  A Scenario Driven Disaster Planning Game.  Washington, D.C.  April 2-3, 2001.  More information later as it becomes available. 

Vision 2001, “The Emerging Fire Service”.   March 18 – 22, Seattle, WA.   206 409 6929. 

CHER-CAP HAPPENINGS

I have received a nomination from the State of Washington to conduct a CHER-CAP in Franklin County (Tri-Cities), Washington.  In addition, the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Reservation  (Comprised of the Umatilla, Cayuse and Walla Walla Tribes)  have received a grant to do, among other things, a CHER-CAP.  Sometime after the fist of the year I will start coordinating these two.  Stay tuned for updates on the progress of these two.  This does not mean that all others come to a halt, but will be put in line for the next available opening.  If you have any questions on the process, please do not hesitate to call.      

POTPOURRI

1) This is not HazMat related, but it might be of interest to those of you involved in community organizations.  I have available a number of copies of FEMA’s “Repairing Your Flooded Home”.  These copies are in Braille.  Since they are fairly good size, I may not be able to send more than one or two.  They are approximately 11” x 11.5” x 2 ¾” each.  If you have a real need, I will try to send more.  So, if you know of a family or organization that could use these, let me know.  

2) Available from USFA.  An analysis of the fire service and EMS operations and the overall response to the assault on Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado, on April 20, 1999.  Incident command, special operations and mass casualty EMS are featured.  The report comes with a CD-ROM containing audio and video clips compiled by the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office.  To order for free, www.usfa.fema.gov/usfapubs/pubs_display.cfm?p_id=363.   

3) A good article in the December issue of the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin, “Fine Tuning Your News Briefing”.  If you do not have access to this publication, I have copies of the article.

4) One of the eight new final Superfund sites is here in our region, it is Portland Harbor, Portland Oregon.  Of the 13 proposed new Superfund sites we have three; St. Maries Creosote in St. Maries, Idaho – Taylor Lumber and Treating in Sheridan, Oregon and the Lower Duamsih Waterway, Seattle, WA.  For further information see www.epa.gov/superfund/sites/index.htm#desngry.

5) It has been in the news a lot lately, but here are the deadlines for phasing out diazinon.  For indoor uses by March 2001 (all retail sales to stop by December 2002) and for lawn, garden and turf by December 2003 Sales all stop in August of 2003, and the company must initiate recovery of the product in 2004.)  

6) The December edition of “Environmental Protection Magazine” picked a Region X facility as one of it’s, “five outstanding facilities that represent a new progressive attitude in dealing with environmental issues” for the year 2000.  Congratulations to Mountain Home Air Force Base in Idaho.  The article sites, “Water conservation, toxic materials reduction and pollution prevention are three aspects of its environmental program that have been widely recognized”.  Copies of the article are available. 

7) Congress has passed the $100 million Fire Act funding.  I will put out more on this as it becomes available and I know just what it entails.  

8) In the top twelve most cited violations from OSHA are several which we should pay attention to;

1) Lack of a written Hazard Communication Plan

2) Lack of employee information and training regarding hazard communication.

3) Lack of MSDS

7) Lack of identification of hazardous materials.



9)  Lack of appropriate hazard warnings.

11) Lack of personal protective equipment.

8)   The December 2000 issue of “Police” magazine has an article titled, “An Investigators Guide to the Methamphetamine Lab”.  Copies available if you wish.

9)   The December 200 edition of “Firehouse” magazine has an article titled, “Major Toxic Chemical Release Forces Widespread Evacuation”.  This is about a leak of anhydrous ammonia.  Copies available from me.  

10)   If you have not received an updated copy of the FEMA Region X Video, CD and Book Lending Library List in the last year, let me know.  As you may be aware, there have been quite a number of new additions to this list.  These articles are available to lend up to three at a time for up to three weeks at a time.  Any item not copyrighted may be copied.

11)   Found this one on a WMD site.  “The power of Coke. A)  in many states the highway patrol carries two gallons of Coke in the trunk to remove blood from the highway after a car accident.  B)  You can put a steak in a bowl of coke and it will be gone in two days.  C) To clean a toilet; pour a can of Coca-Cola into the toilet bowl… let the “Real Thing” sit for one hour, then flush clean.  The citric acid in Coke removes the stains from vitreous china.  D) To remove rust spots from chrome car bumpers:  Rub the bumper with a crumpled piece of aluminum foil dipped in Coca-Cola.  E) To clean corrosion from car battery terminals: Pour a can of Coke over the terminals to bubble away corrosion.  F) To loosen a rusted bolt: Apply a cloth soaked in Coke to the rusted bolt for several minutes.  G) To remove grease from clothes: Empty a can of Coke into a load of greasy clothes, add detergent, and run through a regular cycle.  The Coca-Cola will help loosen grease stains.  It will also clean road haze from your windshield.  H) The active ingredient in Coke is phosphoric acid.  Its ph is 2.8.  It will dissolve a nail in about 4 days.  I)  To carry Coca-Cola syrup (The concentrate) the commercial truck must use the Hazardous Material placards reserved for highly corrosive materials.  J)  The distributors of Coke have been using it to clean the engines of their trucks for about 20 years.”   Perhaps we need this in decon and as a defense against WMD!

12)   GLOSSARY OF TERMS, HAZMAT.  ASBESTOS,  A silicate of calcium or magnesium mineral, the friable form occurring in threadlike fibers; noncombustible and a non-conductor of electricity; a known carcinogen.  ASPHYXIANT, a vapor or gas which can cause unconsciousness or death by suffocation (lack of oxygen).  BASE (chemical), a hydroxide containing (-OH) corrosive material that when in a water solution is bitter, more or less irritating, or caustic to the skin.  BIOASSAY, determination of the relative strength and toxicity of a substance (such as a drug) by comparing its effect on a test organism with that of a standard preparation.

13)   BODY CHEMISTRY:  SGOT – This is an enzyme that is found in your muscles, liver and heart.  Increased levels are associated with liver disease, cardiac arrest and muscle disorders.  SGPT – This enzyme is found in your liver.  Increased levels can be associated with liver disease or possible 

hepatitis.  GAMMA GT – This enzyme can be found in the blood stream when the liver has been damaged.  Alcohol seriously affects the levels of gamma GT and can cause serious damage to the liver. 

14)   Any of you who are involved with the regulatory side of HazMat might want to consider another free monthly publication that is available by email for free.  It is called, “The HazMat News Network”, and is available by request at rri@televar.com. This is a one-page newsletter that also has docket information.  Publisher is Wade A. Winters.  

VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs AVAILABLE FOR LOAN

VIDEO
EMDIS110/11.4.9   National Alert Series.  1) Safe Schools – Part III.  What happens when an incident occurs.   2)  Media Relations – From Seattle Police dept.  3)  Surviving Weapons of Mass Destruction – from US Dept of Justice. 4)  Disaster Resistant Communities. 5)  News from Around FEMA.

VIDEO
EMDIS110/11.4.8  National Alert Series.  1) Safe Schools Part II – How to put together a plan for schools.  2) Sandbagging – a how to video.  3)  News from around FEMA.  4) Entanglement Hazards – What to do if your SCBA becomes entangled in an emergency situation.  5) FEMA Technology Partnership Conference – New products displayed in Colorado Springs in 2000.

VIDEO
EMDIS110/11.4.7
National Alert Series.  1) Safe Schools – Part I.  How to recognize and stop weapons being brought into schools.  2) Denver Rescue – a type of rescue technique.  3) News from around FEMA.  4) State Police Helicopter – Video segment on helo operations in Maryland.

VIDEO
EMDIS110/10.  Gems from EENET.  Partnerships – Private, Public & Federal.   Originally aired on June 11, 1998.

VIDEO
EMDIS110/38.3.   Gems From EENET.  Animals in Disasters – Part III.  Issues and responsibilities of caring for pets, domestic livestock and wildlife affected by disasters. 

VIDEO
EMDIS110/11.4.10.  National Alert Series.  Includes sections on;  Wildfire Home Defense, News from around FEMA, Home Heating – checking your home heating system, Safe Room – highlights about the model safe room built at NETC,  Concrete Homes: Built in Safety, how to build in safety and the Surviving the Secondary Device video.

VIDEO
TER10/20.  Consequence Management News, Equipment, and Training (CoMNET) Magazine.  1.5 hour tape on WMD awareness.  Multiple segments on a variety of subjects.

CD
Structural Collapse Technician Course.  From FEMA and the National Urban Search and Rescue Response System.  Contains the student manual, handouts, power point presentations.

BOOK
HM50/166.  “The Cobra Event”  by Richard Preston.  Fiction book about a biological attack on America.  Good reading.

BOOK
HM50/168.  “Living Terrors”  By Michael T. Osterholm, PhD and John Schwartz.  Subtitle is, “What America Needs to Know to Survive the Coming Bioterrorist Catastrophe”.  Good reading.  

CD
No number yet so you may get these next two again some time,  I wanted to get this information out quickly.  #1)  From Snohomish County, WA is a CD titled, “EAS Training Series”.  If you would like to see a training system on EAS, here is your chance.  #2)  From the HazMat EXPLO in Las Vegas in December comes, “Hospital Emergency Incident Command System”.  This has several texts and two Power Point presentations on hospital incident command.  The CD is worth looking at if you have a hospital in your area in need of some training on ICS.  Let me know if you can use them by name. 

HazMat TEAM PROFILE

None available this month.

TERRORISM

NOTES

1) Perhaps we have seen this coming.  Information from the Anti-Defamation League points to a new Internet site which is basically a “Blueprint for Terrorism”. This new site, produced by a person out of San Diego is urging on the “lone wolf” type of terrorist.  In this new site the author urges the use of any type of violence against others to include biological weapons.  This particular site does not like Jews, African-Americans and other minorities.  You have to wonder what, if anything, goes on in the mind of someone that they can hate so much.  

2) A federal panel has urged President-Elect Bush to create a new counter terrorism agency and loosen restrictions on the CIA to fight terrorism.  The report says that the US has no clear counter terrorism program and urges dozens of changes at the federal state and local levels.  For a full copy of the article, see,  www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/A7529-2000Dec14?language=printer. 

3) If you did not get your PlayStation 2 video game for Christmas, you might be able to blame Saddam Hussein.  It seems he has purchased up to 4,000 of the games.  A little investigation shows that these games can be bundled together to make a crude supercomputer.  12 – 15 of these games bundled can provide enough power to control unmanned aerial vehicles capable of use in the delivery of chemical weapons.  The graphics cards in these games are 5 times more powerful than that of typical graphics workstations and 15 times more powerful that the graphics cards found in most workstations.  

4) Terrorism Acronyms:  FRERP – Federal Radiological Emergency Response Plan.  FRMAC – (DOE) Federal Radiological Monitoring and Assessment center.  FRP – Federal Response Plan.  GA – Military designation for nerve agent Tabun.  GB – Military designation for nerve agent Sarin. 

5) GLOSSARY OF TERME; TERRORISM.  ENCEPHALITIS – inflammation of the brain.  EDEMA – excessive accumulation of fluid in body tissue or body cavities.  ENDEMIC – native to or prevalent in a particular district or region; having a low incidence but is consistently present in a given community or environment. 

THE LAST WORD

The following is the second in a series of articles from the EPA Region III newsletter.  

SERCS AND LEPCS:  ARE THEY REALLY EFFECTIVE

The National Governors’ Association recently issued a report entitled “Emergency Planning and Community Right-To-Know:  State Profiles, 1999 – 2000.”  Funded by a grant from EPA Headquarters’ Chemical Emergency Preparedness and Prevention Office, this report provides a concise summary of the characteristics of each state’s emergency response commission.  The state profiles include information on the state laws or executive orders that formally established the commission, SERC membership, approaches to funding, status of the formation of LEPCs and their submission of plans, and the potential liability of SERC/LEPC members.  

The report shows a broad variance in SERC membership.  Some SERCs are made up of one or two state agencies while others include a spectrum of stakeholders, such as members of state legislatures, media representatives, environmental and consumer groups, and members of the general public.

Approaches to funding of SERC and LEPC activities also varies.  Approximately 20 states have created a fee system.  Most states are assuming the costs within state budgets, and some are taking advantage of federal grants.  The report shows a wide range of budgets for chemical emergency planning and community right to know activities.  Obviously, factors such as the amount of industry and the size of the state impact the need for such planning, and there may have been some differences in how the information was reported.  Also, some states did not provide budget information.  A few states reported budgeting as little as $14,000 (Wyoming), many are budgeting in the $100,000 to $400,000 range and a few reported budgeting in the $1,000,000 to $4,000,000 range (Massachusetts, Wisconsin, Ohio, Oregon and Alaska).  These ranges were reported for states with fees as well as states without fees.

The report also summarizes the number of LEPCs in each state as the basis for delineating planning districts.  As mentioned in the first article in our series, most states used city and county boundaries to delineate planning districts and to form LEPCs.  A few states have organized by smaller geographic boundaries, such as municipalities; New Hampshire and New Jersey are two such states.  New Jersey has the largest number of LEPCs (587).  Several states, such as Florida and California, have created regional planning districts and similarly organized LEPCs, with Florida having 11 and California having 6.  

The majority of states reported that each LEPC has submitted an emergency response plan to cover chemical incidents, with a few states reporting that some planning districts are still developing plans.  

A few SERCs have implemented interesting approaches to ensuring LEPCs are functioning effectively.  Indiana is one of the States with a fee system and it distributes a base amount to each LEPC, plus an additional sum based on the number of reporting facilities in each district.  However, the SERC can withhold funding from an LEPC if it does not perform certain activities such as updating and exercising its emergency preparedness plan, providing the SERC with an updated membership list, conducting LEPC meetings at least quarterly, and providing the SERC with minutes of LEPC meetings.  Wisconsin, also a state with a fee system, awards grants to LEPCs; however, to be eligible for the grant program, the LEPCs are required to perform activities similar to those mentioned for Indiana.

A copy of the report is available from the National Governors’ Association Web Site at www.nga.org. 
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