FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE”


This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials program personnel up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards  and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

This update is for the period of 12-1-00 to 2-28-01.

QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“If people concentrated on the really important things in life, there’d be a shortage of fishing poles.”  Doug Larson  

“Every exit is an entry somewhere else.”   Tom Stoppard

WEB PAGE HIGHLIGHT (YOUR SUGGESTIONS FOR THE NEXT SITE ARE WELCOME)

OREGON HEALTH SCIENCES UNIVERSITY, CROET WEB

www.croetweb.com   

Center for Research on Occupational Environmental Toxics (CROET) This site has access to a regular mailing and an email list for information.  There is lots of safety and health information for occupations such as first responders, health professionals, transportation and so forth.  There are topics on biochemistry, environmental health, toxicology, pesticides and others.  It is worth the visit to see all of the areas that they cover.                           

                          SERC, LEPC, AND RRT MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
Date and time of next meeting TBA. Probably in January.
OREGON
TBA, probably in January
IDAHO
As Needed, Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 334 3263

ALASKA
February 01, Juneau


4-17 & 18-01     Anchorage


NOTE.  Both the February date and the April location are changes from previous notifications.

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
12-4 & 5,  NOAA Facility, 7600 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle. 0830 starting time both days. For more info, call Lt. Jerry Hubbard (USCG) (206) 220 7222.

AK-RRT
TBD

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

12-4 to 12-8-00
Emergency Response to
Madras, Or


Diane Ruthruff




Hazardous Materials

Sponsored By EPA

206 553 5139

12-5-00

Incident Commander
Snohomish County

Chris Colmore



Emergency Alert System
DEM, Open to all

425 423 7635



Training.  0900 - 1130
At Paine Field

12-5 to 12-6-00
Logistics Section, ICS
Salem, OR


 Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911

12-5 to 12-8-00
Exercise Design &

Paine Field, WA

Gerald Jenson




Evaluation


by WA DEM


1-800-562-6108

12-8


WMD Responder

Camp Murray, WA

Dave Hodgeboom




Awareness


by WA DEM


1-800-562-6108

12-11 to 12-13-00
PIO



Clackamas Co. OR

 Kelly Jo Jensen












 503 378 2911

12-12 to 12-14-00
Environmental Reme-
Anchorage, AK

Diane Ruthruff




diation


Sponsored by EPA

206 553 5139

12-13-00

Incident Commander
Snohomish County

Chris Colmore




Emergency Alert System
DEM, Open to all

425 423 7635




Training, 1330 – 1530
At Paine Field

12-21-00

Incident Commander
Snohomish County

Chris Colmore




Emergency Alert System
DEM, Open to all

425 423 7635




Training, 0900 – 1130.
At Paine Field.

1-8 to 1-12-01
Exercise Design and 
OR OEM at Salem

Kelly Jo Jensen




Evaluation






503 378 2911

1-9 to 1-10-00
Exercise Design

Idaho BDS at


David Jackson








Jerome, ID


208 334 2336

1-22 to 1-26-01
Radiation Safety at

Seattle


Diane Ruthruff




Superfund Sites

Sponsored by EPA

206 553 5139

1-23 to 1-24-01
ICS Operations Section
Multnomah Co, OR

Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911

1-24 to 1-25-01
ICS/EOC Interface

Idaho BDS at


David Jackson








Coeur d’Alene

208 334 2336

1-29 to 2-1-01
Health and Safety Eight
Seattle


Diane Ruthruff




Hour Training

Sponsored by EPA

206 553 5139

1-25-01

ICS/EOC Interface

Coupeville, WA

Dave Hodgeboom








By WA DEM


1-800 562 6108

1-30-01

WMD Responder 

Pullman, WA


Dave Hodgeboom




Awareness


By WA DEM


1-800 562 6108

1-31-01

WMD, Responder

Pullman, WA


Dave Hodgeboom




Operations


By WA DEM


1-800 562 6108

2-1-01


WMD, Incident

Pullman, WA


Dave Hodgeboom




Command


By WA DEM


1-800 562 6108

2-7 to 2-8-01

Introduction to ICS

Portland


Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911

2-21 to 2-22-01
ICS Planning Section
Columbia Co., OR

Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911

3-11 to 3-16-01
Preparing for and

Boise, Idaho


www.nici.org 

Managing the Consequences of Terrorism.  Free course.  Designed for first responders, emergency planners, medical coordinators, volunteer organizations and so forth.  See the web page.  Also offered in San Louis Obispo, CA and Joliet, Illinois.


HOME  STUDY  COURSE  HIGHLIGHT
IS 1   EMERGENCY PROGRAM MANAGER: AN ORIENTATION TO THE POSITION..  This course provides an introduction to Emergency Management.  Included is an in-depth look at the four phases of comprehensive emergency management; mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery.   see  www.fema.gov/emi/crslist.htm 

EENET TRAINING INSERT

Classes of interest coming up on the EENET broadcasts.  If you need satellite information for the proper bands and settings, please contact me.

December 13, 1100 – 1230.  “Critical Incident Stress Management For Schools – Part II.”  Concentrates on the Do’s and Don’ts following a crisis.

December 27, 1100 – 1300.  “Unified Command: Practical Issues – Part I.”  Combines demonstrations, panel discussions, and scenario analysis to highlight practical aspects of unified command.

COBRA TRAINING INSERT

WMD HazMat Technician;
December 11-15, December 12 – 16.

WMD Incident Command;

December 11 – 15, December 12 – 16.

Contact your State Training Officer for more information.  As information is made available on courses after December, I will include them.

EMI TRAINING INSERT

In addition to numerous other courses in both HazMat and Terrorism, EMI offers a series of special-topic modules (student manual and instructor guide) for participants receiving instruction either as a stand-alone delivery in a Workshop In Emergency Management (WEM) or a Public Officials Conference (POC), or as enhancement of regular classroom course work such as Exercise Design.  Each module is intended for 1 to 3.5 hours of instruction, as determined by the instructor.  The courses are:

GS 305.1
Hazardous Materials Risk communication

GS 305.2
Hazardous Materials Information Management

GS 305.3
Risk Analysis

GS 305.4
Exercising Emergency Plans Under Title III

GS 305.5
Alert and Notification

GS 305.6
Community Awareness and Right-To-Know

GS 305.7
Overview of Incident Command System

GS 305.8
Hazardous Materials Workshop for EMS Providers

GS 305.9
Hazardous Materials Workshop for Law Enforcement

GS 305.10
Facility Coordinators Role and the LEPC

GS 305.11
Liability Issues in Emergency Management

GS 305.14
Hazardous Materials Response Team: Should You Have One?

GS 305.16
Hazardous Materials Workshop for Hospital Staff

GS 305.17
Introduction to Response for Non-Responders

GS 305.18
Understanding Hazardous Materials Training Requirements

GS 305.19
Frontier and Extremely Rural Hazardous Materials Programs.

For a complete listing of the courses, times and further descriptions, see the web site at, http://www.fema.gov/EMI/rclist2001.htm. 

EMI CATALOGS AVAILABLE

If you do would like a copy of the 2000 – 2001 catalog of activities from the Emergency Management Institute in Emmitsburg, let me know.  You can get most of the same information from the web site noted right above.

EXERCISES

DATE               LOCATION
                TYPE


CONTACT

12-5            US Oil & Refining
Facility tabletop
Mike Condon 425 235 7743

                   Tacoma

           Location TBD

12-5 to 7      Valdez, AK

Dispersant Training
 Larry Iwamoto




Classroom/ Equip
   Larry_Iwamoto@envircon.state.ak.us



Deployment


12-6             Olympic Pipeline
Tabletop, Location
  Scott McCreery 360 676 0837

                    Renton, WA

1-9, 11-01    Valdez, AK

Dispersant Training
   Classroom/equipment deployment

YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES ARE WELCOME, AND REQUESTED, AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

      Upcoming conferences

Preparing for and Managing the Consequences of Terrorism.  San Louis 

Obispo, CA.  !2 – 15 December, 2000.  Attendees examine the roles 

and strategies of key federal government agencies, state and local 

emergency systems and the military in responding to this threat.  See 

www.nici.org/Course_Info/antiterror001.html
Countering Terrorism Seminar.  22 – 26 January, 2001, Denver, CO.  

Examines the threat of terrorism to U.S. security.  See, 

www.leadership.opm.gov/np50.html. 

2001 Fire Rescue West.  February 5-8,2001, San Jose, CA  See www.expotravel.com.

Fire Department Instructors Conference, April 30 – May 6, 2001, Sacramento, CA.  1-888-472-7462.  

CHER-CAP HAPPENINGS

In Region X, there seems to be some interest growing.  The Confederated Tribe of the Umatilla Reservation has set aside money for a CHER-CAP.  Initial meetings on this will take place in December.  In Washington, Franklin County has asked the State to sponsor them as a CHER-CAP community.  I should know more on this very soon.  On November 21, I gave a presentation to Twin Falls Idaho, and they may request that Idaho sponsor them.  In addition,  at the NASTTPO, HMEP conference in Las Vegas the week of December 11, all of the FEMA Regional HazMat people will be meeting for a full day  discussing CHER-CAP.      

POTPOURRI

1) Available for those who wish to have a copy.  There are three small documents about the future of the USFA.  The first is a short talk by the director of the USFA and titled, “The New USFA”, the second is about the changes that are happening at USFA and is titled, “Transformation”, and the third is the operational objectives for the next five years.  Although short documents, there is a lot of good information on the new direction of the USFA.  Let me know if you would like a copy.  



2)   OSHA and the European Union have joined forces on a web site to make safety and health information more accessible around the world.  If you are interested, www.osha-slc.gov/us-eu. 



3)   CHLORINE; a very short history.  TLV = 0.5 ppm, IDLH = 30 ppm.  Chart;

 0.2 – 0.4 ppm:    Odor perception with considerable variation.

 1 – 3 ppm: 
  Mild mucous membrane irritation, tolerated for up to




  one hour.

 5 – 15 ppm:
  Moderate irritation of the respiratory tract.

 30 ppm:

  Immediate chest pain, vomiting, dyspnea and cough.

 40 – 60 ppm:
  Toxic pneumonitis and pulmonary edema.

 430 ppm:
   Lethal over 30 minutes.

 1000 ppm
   Fatal within a few minutes.



4)   EPA has published a strategy for research on environmental risks to children.  Because they have a faster metabolism, breathing rate, diet and, in younger years, play closer to the floor, they may be more at risk for many things that affect us.  If you would like to see a copy of the strategy, see, www.epa.gov/ORD/WebPubs/final. 



5)   From the LEPC Info Exchange.  The Coast Guard is holding a meeting and inviting comments on setting its environmental agenda for oil pollution in the 21st century on December 12, 2000 in Washington, D.C.  Comments are also being accepted until December 30, 2000.  There are a number of questions posed and to see these and the documents, try, http://dms.dot.gov, or at www.lepcinfoexchange.com. 



6)   Also from the above source.  Executive summary from the , “Hospital Preparedness for Mass Casualties, Final Report, August 2000”.  Lots of good information for LEPCs and others interested in hospital preparedness.  Available in pdf format on www.lepcinfoexchange.com. 



7)   If you use bleach as a disinfectant, this may be of interest.  From the Chlorox company comes the following.  Bleach should be stored at room temperature.  It can be stored for about 6 months at temperatures between 50 and 70 Fahrenheit.  Temperatures higher than 70 can cause the bleach to loose its effectiveness more rapidly.  If you require a 5.35% sodium hypochlorite solution, you should change your supply every 3 months.  When mixing with water for sanitary purposes, it is good for only 24 hours, after that it is not considered a disinfectant.  If you notice codes on the bottles, here is how to decipher them;

Code:     MD28174



A70003

Plant :    MD2




A7

Year :    8 = 1998



0 = 2000

Julian date:   174th day of the year

003rd day of the year.



8)   You have heard me mention this before, but it is time to mention it again, is your team prepared to detect the presence of radioactive material?  Just read an article from the Washington Times, titled, “Nuclear terrorism: The next phase?”  The article is available if you wish.  It talks about the fact that you do not need to have a fissionable reaction bomb to make a mess.  All that is needed is to explode a bomb wrapped in radioactive waste to cause incredible problems.  Do all of your bomb squads have radiation meters?  How hard can it be to run a detection meter over a suspected explosive device before it is disposed of by whatever means.  This simple act could save a lot of headache.  You do not have to go out and purchase expensive meters.  If you have access to someone who has one of the old yellow civil defense meters, get one, they do not even take up very much space.  Who cares if it is calibrated or not.  If all you want to know is whether or not there is radioactive material present, you listen for the audio tone or the meter rise to determine the presence of radioactive material.  Yes, it would be helpful if someone on the unit had training in this field.  Training is available from FEMA or other sources.  Contact your state training officer or Nuclear Health Division.  I would be glad to discuss this further if you would like more information.  Be safe, don’t radiate.



9)   Several months back I mentioned a foam developed by Sandia National Labs that was made to neutralize chemical and biological agents.  This foam is now being sold under license by a firm called EnviroFoam Technologies.  They have a packet of information on this now.  They also have a web site at, www.envirofoam.com. There is also a contact person by the name of Jack Bryant at phone number 800 542 4665.  I also have a copy of the entire packet that I can reproduce if you would like to see it.



10)  The Coast Guard has proposed to amend the marine casualty reporting requirements to add, “significant harm to the environment”  as a reportable marine casualty.  Any comments on the proposal must be received by January 31, 2001.  See http://dms.dot.gov for making comments.



11)   I do not have the web site address for this particular document, but it should be somewhere on the GAO site.  Available for those that might want it is a report  titled, “Influenza Pandemic.  Plan Needed for Federal and State Response”.   Dated October 2000.  I do have a copy here if you would like me to make a copy for you.



12)   I have a short article taken form an October 2000 edition of U.S. Medicine on a new generation of biological/chemical decontaminate which may soon be ready for use.  The process uses what is called a nanoemulsion.  If you would like a copy, let me know.  



13)   Mini fact.   It is estimated that 3 – 4 million children live within one mile of a designated Superfund site.  Scary.



14)   I know I have mentioned this before, but since I just got another packet of them, it is worth mentioning again.  Available from ATSDR are ToxFAQ sheets.  These sheets answer a number of questions, for example on acrolein it tells you what it is, what happens when it enters the environment, how you might be exposed to it, how it can affect your health, how likely is it to cause cancer, can I tell if I have been exposed to it, are there federally mandated protective recommendations, a glossary and sources for more information.  Quite inclusive.  To view these sheets on many different chemicals, visit www.atsdr.cdc.gov. You may also request a sheet on other video and printed material from ATSDR.  If all else fails, try 1-888-422-8737.  The packet I received today contained information on 25 different chemicals.



15)   Last year I mentioned a guide that I found at a conference in Arizona.  It is called, “The First Responders Pocket Guide to Hazardous Material Emergency Response”.  Now, there is a second edition of this book.  You can view the product at www.firebelleproductions.com. 



16)   Glossary of terms.  AIRBORNE POLLUTANTS;  Contaminants that are carried/released into the atmosphere or air.  AIR MODELING: Mathematical models used to predict movement and concentrations of chemicals in the atmosphere.  ALKALI: A hydroxide containing (-OH) corrosive material which is soluble in water, neutralizes acids, and is irritating or destructive to human tissue.  



17)   BODY CHEMISTRY.  GLOBULIN: A large group of proteins in your blood that help fight disease.  Some of the proteins play a vital role in blood clotting.  ALKALINE PHOSPHATE:  An enzyme that is in nearly all tissues of the body.  It occurs in high levels in your kidneys, bone and liver.  It helps with fat transport in the intestine and with the calcification process in the bone.  Increased levels can be caused by hepatobiliary and bone disease.  LDH:  An enzyme present in almost all cells of your body.  Higher levels of the enzyme are found in various tissues: liver, heart, kidney, skeletal muscle and red blood cells.  Increased levels of LDH can be found in heart attack cases, kidney disease and liver disease.



18)   At our recent Region 10 RRT meeting (RRT for WA, OR and ID), we discussed once again the value and need for a compilation of lessons learned from exercises.  Keeping in mind that exercises are to learn from, not a means to point fingers, we feel that it is extremely important for all response personnel to know what these lessons learned are.  It does not matter how small your exercise is, if you have an exercise, you learn something.  It would be greatly appreciated if you could PLEASE mail to me (Electronic or snail mail) what you find at the end is your, “lesson(s) learned” from any event or exercise that you do.  What you send will be shared with all and no identifiers (if you so wish) will be supplied. 



19)   Good site for chemical safety information you might want to check out.  www.epa.gov/ceppo/p-small.htm.  Items for everyone to include LEPCs, health professionals, HazMat, general emergency management, private sector,  etc., etc.



20)   From a NIFC bulletin.  “During the peak of the fire season at the end of August, more than 28,000 people were committed to fire suppression efforts, 86 large fires were burning in 16 states that covered more than 1.6 million acres…”  



21)   The next Consequence Management News, Equipment and Training Magazine (CoMNET) is Wednesday, December 13, 1100 – 1200 PST.   



22)   Just picked up some one page flyers from the state of Washington on winter weather and flood problems.  Some of the titles in the winter weather series are; preparing your car for winter, driving in snow and ice, how to get out of a snowdrift, what to do if trapped in your car in a snowstorm, freeze related losses to businesses, frostbite and hypothermia, tips for citizens with special needs and others.  In the flood area, it covers clean up, what to do after the flood, what to do during the flood, and how to save photographs.   Let me know if you would like a copy of the flyers.



23)   New brochure available as of October 2000.  From FEMA, it is titled, “Radiological Emergency Preparedness Program (REP)”.  The brochure covers; program mission, program responsibilities, list of guidance documents, list of commercial nuclear power plants, and phone number contacts for each FEMA Region’s REP program.  I have extras.



24)   ERROR !  ERROR ! ERROR !  In case you have not already seen this, DOT has sent out a memo on an error in the 2000 ERG.  In the table of Water-reactive materials which produce toxic gasses, (in my book, this is page # 360) the wrong guide (151) is listed for Dimethyldichlorosilane (ID # 1162).  The CORRECT guide is 155 as listed in the yellow index and the blue index.  Please pass this on.  Thanks to Ron Bowen of WA State Patrol for the heads up on this one.

25)   I am not sure how you access this in other states, but for the 

state of Washington, federal excess equipment through the Federal Excess Property Program is administered by the State Department of Natural Resources.  The web site below has a list and pictures of excess property available.  This ranges from water tank trailers to generators and vehicles.  Try, www.wa.gov/dnr/htdocs/rp/fepp/index.html.  Telephone contact is George Carnine at (360) 902 1757.

       26)   There is a challenge taking place that you might wish to be aware of.  A preemption determination request is being made by a company to the Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA).  The request asks whether the Federal/DOT definition of hazardous materials preempts a state’s (specifically Massachusetts) definition of a hazardous material.  

There are also a number of other questions that are raised by this first question; under what authority does a HazMat team respond to transportation incidents, What authorities does a HazMat team use to send bills to companies for response cost recovery, and several other important questions.  You can view the entire Federal Register article at, www.lepcinfoexchange.com/docs/fr1116hz.html. 

VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs AVAILABLE FOR LOAN

Book
HM50/165        Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know:  State Profiles, 1999-2000.  From the National Governors Association. 

Video
REP60/08

Brand new video Two sections; #1  VT 320 Pre-Hospital Response to Radiation Emergencies (Used in G320)  23 minutes.  #2)  VT 346 Hospital Response to Radiation Emergencies (Used in G 346)  28 minutes.  Tape produced September 29, 2000.  Ask for by name until I get a number assigned. 

CD
REP60/07.             February 2000 CD.  RAD Series Train the Trainer.  Includes G310.01 WMD Nuclear Scenario.  G310.02, WMD Radiological Scenario.  G320.01, Fundamentals Course for Radiological Monitors (FCRM).  G320.02, Fundamentals Course for Radiological Response Teams (FCRRT).  G346, Hospital Emergency Department Management of Hazardous Materials Accidents (HMA) Part one.  G346, Hospital Emergency Department Management of Radiation and Other Hazardous Materials Accidents (HMA) Part Two.  

Video
TER10/11               EENET,  September 2000.  “Learning Again: Oklahoma City 5 Years Later – Let Us Never Forget.”  

Video
FR100/74               EENET, October 2000.  “Fires in Small Communities – Impact and Prevention.”  Case studies of several fires.  The panel discussions and presentations deal with incorporating education, engineering and enforcement strategies into a communities fire prevention efforts.  

Video
FR100/73               EENET, August 2000.  “True Stories: Fire on the Mountain.”  Taped at the Technology Conference this year in Colorado, this is a story told by John Maclean the author of, “Fire on the Mountain”, about the Storm King Mountain Fire which took the lives of fourteen people.  

Video
TRNG30/86               EENET, October 2000.  “Around the Table in Emmitsburg, Multi-Hazard Planning for Schools.”  Talks about vulnerability assessments for the school and surrounding community, how to deal with emergencies, neighborhood violence, multi-agency planning and the addition of additional school personnel such as School Response Officers to assist with student concerns.

Video

TRNG30/85               EENET, August 2000.   “Around the Table 

 in Emmitsburg.”  Staff and faculty from the Advanced Public 

 Information Officer Course at EMI discuss their experience.

CD

 TBD               FEMA, April 1999.  “Incident Command 

Curriculum.”   Includes: G190, ICS – Law Enforcement (July 95), 

G191 ICS/EOC Interface (July 1995), G192 ICS for Public 

Works (August 1995), G194 ICS Public Officials Conference 

(May 1995), G195 Intermediate ICS (February 1999), G196 

Advanced ICS (February 1999), G305.7 Overview of the ICS 

(April 1992), and IS 195 Basic ICS (January 1998).

HazMat TEAM PROFILE

Stay tuned, hopefully I will have one for January.

TERRORISM

1) Perhaps we have seen this coming.  Information from the Anti-Defamation League points to a new internet site which is basically a “Blueprint for Terrorism”. This new site, produced by a person out of San Diego is urging on the “lone wolf” type of terrorist.  In this new site the author urges the use of any type of violence against others to include biological weapons.  This particular site does not like Jews, African-Americans and other minorities.  You have to wonder what, if anything, goes on in the mind of someone that they can hate so much.  

2) A recent survey of hospitals in the Philadelphia area found the following;  89% of the hospitals responded to a survey.  87% said they did not have adequate amounts of antidote on hand, almost 25% said they did not have policies on biological and chemical casualties, more than 60% said they did not know who to notify if they treated a victim of biochemical terrorism.  I wonder what the  difference, if any, might be in our own area. 

3) On the following FEMA website, there is a document you might want to check out.  Go to, http://online.fema.gov, click on bulletin board, go to Terrorism Roster and then useful handouts.  This is a draft document accepting input.  The purpose of the document is that it, “…describes the process that will be used to develop and execute a Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) Time-Phased Force Deployment Data document (TPFDD).  It addresses the recommended Mission Assignments (MA) associated with the TPFDD and who will be responsible for issuing the Request for Assistance (RFA).  Might well be worth the trip to help understand what is being developed. 

4) TERRORISM ACRONYMS.  ERT:  (federal) Emergency Response Team.  Also used for Environmental Response (EPA) and Evidence Response (FBI).  ERT-A, Emergency Response Team – Advance.  ERT-N, Emergency Response Team – National.  EST:  Emergency Support Team.

5) GLOSSARY OF TERMS, TERRORISM.  CYANOGEN CHLORIDE (CK):  A blood agent chemical warfare agent, causing almost immediate respiratory and cardiac failure within minutes of inhalation; not as lethal as hydrogen cyanide.  CYTOTOXIN:  A toxin that causes cellular destruction or interferes with metabolic processes, particularly with the respiratory or circulatory system. DIAZEPAM:  Therapeutic drug used as an antidote for nerve agents.  It is very effective as an anti-convulsant and to reduce brain damage.  DISTILLED MUSTARD (HD):  A vesicant chemical warfare agent used in WWII, this sulfur mustard causes severe dermal and eye destruction and burns; is an oily liquid with a garlic odor.

6) Another web site for planning purposes.  www.nbc-med.org.  From what I saw of it, there is a lot of information available. Info on Nerve agents, riot control, decon, defense equipment and so forth.

7) The Department of Energy has released a publication titled, “Department of Energy’s Chemical & Biological Nonproliferation Program FY99 Annual Report”.  This document provides both a program summary and a progress report on their efforts to develop technologies to fight the threat that chemical and biological weapons pose to the United States.  Additional copies can be obtained from Page O. Stoutland, Program Manager, Chemical and Biological National Security Program, Department of Energy, 1000 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC  20585.   Website is www.nn.doe.gov/cbnp.

8) The November issue of, “Natural Hazards Observer” has a lead, three page, article on, “Biological Agents as Natural Hazards and Bio-terrorism as a ‘New” Natural Disaster Threat”.  If you do not have access to this publication, I have a copy.

9) Barringer Technologies, Inc, announced that it has signed an agreement with a company in England to develop a new technique for the rapid screening of pathogens.  Barringer has filed a patent application for this technology.  I will keep my eyes open for more on this story. 

10) A new report out from the GAO is titled, “Chemical and Biological Defense; Units better Equipped, But Training and Readiness Reporting Problems Remain”.  See, www.gao.gov/new.items/d0127.pdf. You need Acrobat to read this one.

11) Firehouse Magazine, November issue, has a good article titled, “Dynamics of Terrorism”.  Copies available if needed.  

12) Available online is a catalog of what is available for NBC teams.  The, “2000 NBC Product and Services Handbook”, has information on contamination avoidance, individual and group protection, decon, communications as well as medical systems and others.  It is about a 200 page download.  See, www.nbcindustrygroup.com/handbook/index08.htm. 

13) If you have put the phone numbers for the Chemical/Biological Help Line from SBCCOM in your SOPs, you might want to re think this for a while.  During the phase out  and transfer from  DoD to DOJ this number will not be available.  Until transfer is complete, civilian personnel should use the NDPO at 202-324-9025, and military personnel should use the Edgewood Operations Center at 410-436-4484.  For more information on this, see, http://dp.sbccom.army.mil/fr/dp_technical.html. 

THE LAST WORD

BOOK REVIEW

LIVING TERRORS, WHAT AMERICA NEEDS TO KNOW TO SURVIVE THE COMING BIOTERRORIST CATASTROPHY.

By Michael T. Osterholm, PhD., M.P.H., and John Schwartz.

Delacorte Press, 2000.  Obtained my copy from Amazon.

I mentioned this book a few months back and decided to read it.  This book puts down in one place much of what people have been talking about for some time now.  For that reason alone it is worthwhile.  At the end of his book he provides an 8 point plan for change in our system.  You would have to read the short book to completely understand all of it, but here they are;  1)  Stop Talking about, “Weapons of Mass Destruction”.   2)  Build the Stockpile.   3)   Build More “Surge Capacity”.   4)   Clear up the Roles of Federal, State, and Local Governments.   5)  Shore up the Public Health Infrastructure to Be Ready for Quick Response To Outbreaks.   6)   Clean up the Coverage.   7)   We’ll Understand It If We Actually Practice.   8)   We’re On Our Own – Together.  This book will be available for loan from our library. 

LASTLY, I hope you all have a joyful Christmas/holiday and a great New Year.  May it be a peaceful and trouble free year.









































































