PUBLIC NOTICEPRIVATE 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) hereby gives notice to the public of its intent to reimburse State and local governments and agencies, and private non-profit organizations for eligible costs under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121, et seq., as amended (Stafford Act) that are incurred to repair or replace facilities damaged by the earthquake that occurred on February 28, 2001.  Under a major disaster declaration signed by the President on March 1, 2001, as amended, and designated FEMA-DR-1361-WA, the following counties have been designated as major disaster areas and made eligible for FEMA funding: Grays Harbor, King, Kitsap, Lewis, Mason, Pierce, Snohomish, and Thurston.  The following federally recognized Indian Tribes are in the declared area: Chehalis Confederated, Muckleshoot, Nisqually, Port Gamble S’Klallam, Puyallup, Quinault, Samish, Skokomish, Snoqualmie, Squaxin Island, Stillaguamish, Suquamish, and Tulalip.  Additional Counties or Tribes may be added by amendment to the disaster declaration. 

This notice applies to the Public Assistance and Hazard Mitigation Grant Programs and concerns projects and facilities that may be located in the 100-year floodplain, as well as actions that may be taken within the 500-year floodplain because such projects and facilities may have adverse effects upon the floodplain or be vulnerable to future flooding damage. 

The President’s Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management, and Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, require that all federal actions in or affecting the base floodplain or wetland areas be reviewed for opportunities to relocate out of the floodplain or wetland.  Where there is no opportunity to relocate, FEMA is required to undertake a detailed review to determine what measures can be taken to minimize future flood damage and harm to the floodplain or wetland.  An evaluation of social, economic, historical, environmental, legal (including National Environmental Policy Act) and safety considerations will also be made, as appropriate.

However, FEMA has determined that, for certain types of actions, there are normally no alternatives to restoration in the floodplain.  These are actions that meet all of the following criteria: the facility is not located in a floodway; the repair cost is under $100,000 and less than 50 percent of the facility's replacement cost; the facility was not damaged in any previous Presidential disaster or emergency declaration; and it is not a critical facility.  FEMA may, however, require flood hazard mitigation.  Other facilities must undergo detailed review, including study of alternative locations and flood hazard mitigation.   

Restoration of a facility started prior to federal inspection will be considered for funding if one of the following applies: it is an emergency action that addresses a threat to public health and safety; it is functionally dependent on its floodplain location (example -- a bridge); it facilitates open space use (example -- a park); or it is part of a system which is uneconomical or impractical to relocate (example -- a road).

This will be the only notice to the public concerning the above-described actions, as they pertain to the Public Assistance Program.

For information regarding FEMA’s responsibilities under Executive Order 11988 and 11990, please visit the FEMA website at www.fema.gov/reg-x/index.htm.

Additionally, notice is given to the public of FEMA’s intent to contribute to the cost of hazard mitigation projects within the State of Washington under Section 404 of the Stafford Act (Hazard Mitigation Grant Program).  The Hazard Mitigation Grant Program is available to all Washington counties.  These projects may involve structural retrofit of essential facilities such as shelters or emergency operations buildings, construction of detention ponds or debris dams; modification of an existing, undamaged facility, such as improving waterway openings of bridges or culverts; removal of structures out of the floodplain which may include demolition; or other types of projects to limit the effects of future disaster damages.  In the course of developing project proposals, subsequent notices will provide more specific information, as it becomes available.

Comments or requests for additional information should be submitted in writing to the Federal Emergency Management Agency, Attention: William Lokey, Federal Coordinating Officer, FEMA Disaster Field Office, 625 Black Lake Blvd. SW., Suite 200, Olympia, WA 98502 or by calling (360) 596-3000.

