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Federal Emergency Management Agency

                                   Washington, D.C. 20472

NP

MEMORANDUM FOR:
Regional Directors





Acting Regional Directors

FROM:


R. David Paulison





Director





Preparedness Division

Patricia A. English

Senior Procurement Executive

Administration and Resource Planning Directorate

SUBJECT:
FY 2003 Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Program

Public Law 108-7, The Consolidated Appropriations Resolution, 2003, provides funding for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2003 CERT program.  $18.8 million of this funding is being made available for grants to the States.  The purpose of this memorandum is to provide program guidance including agreement articles and an allocation of the FY 2003 funding.  You should provide this information to the CERT point of contact in each of your States.

Also attached to this memorandum is an application review checklist.  This checklist is provided as guidance to assist you not only in the process of reviewing applications but in helping the States to develop satisfactory applications as well.

The method used to allocate grant funds for the FY 2003 CERT program is the same as for the CERT activity under the FY 2002 emergency supplemental appropriation, i.e., it uses current population estimates and base amounts derived from the minimums for local domestic preparedness support included in Section 1014 of the USA Patriot Act.  The results of this allocation calculation are shown in the spreadsheet attached to this memorandum.

As stated in the attached program guidance, the performance period for CERT grants is 12 months from the date of the grant award.  Within existing rules, regulations, and policies, longer than normal performance periods are allowable in exceptional circumstances and may be negotiated if needed to accomplish program objectives.  It is important to remember that the performance period must be agreed upon before expiration of the period of availability of funds, i.e., by September 30, 2003, and cannot be changed thereafter.

Another important point included in the program guidance is the requirement that 75 percent of the funding provided be passed through to local governments.  Grantees are not required to match the CERT funding and may not impose a match, or cost-share, requirement on subgrantees.

For your information, a Notice of Funding Availability is presently in the coordination process and will be appearing in the Federal Register in the near future.  Another useful source of information for potential program participants is the CERT website: http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/CERT/.

If you have any questions concerning this memorandum or the CERT program, please contact Sam Isenberger of the Training Division, National Emergency Training Center, at (301) 447-1071.
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