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FEMA Section 508 Accessibility Statement

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is committed to providing access to our web pages for individuals with disabilities, both members of the public and Federal employees.

To meet this commitment, we will comply with the requirements of Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act.  Section 508 requires that individuals with disabilities (both members of the public and/or Federal employees), who are seeking information or services from us, have access to and use of information and data that is comparable to that provided to the public, or for access/use by Federal employees, who are not individuals with disabilities, unless an undue burden would be imposed on us.

In regards to the maps displayed as images within this specific Word document:  If you use assistive technology (such as a Braille reader, a screen reader, TTY, etc.) and the format of any material on our web sites interfere with your ability to access the information, please contact rusty.rickart@dhs.gov for assistance.  To enable us to respond in a manner most helpful to you, please indicate the nature of your accessibility problem, the preferred format in which to receive the material, the web address of the requested material and your contact information.

THE PROBLEM:  Even after 10 years of mitigation projects and more than 30 years of National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) floodplain regulation, flood disaster frequencies and costs continue to rise.
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Everyday decisions made by local officials, State legislators, insurance agents, lenders, public work officials, State employees, residents and a multitude of others all can impact our vulnerability to flooding.  These decisions can either provide protection or place valuable resources at additional risk.

In late 2002, the Director of Region V of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), now a part of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), tasked the Federal Insurance and Mitigation Division (FI&MD) to create a conference format that would serve as a place for dialogue to take place to foster positive change and inspire new practices.

A working group was formed and in preparation for the Minnesota Flood Summit, to be held in the Twin Cities area on August 27, 2003, FI&MD compiled various facts and figures from data related to the 10-year interval from the Great Midwest Flood of 1993 (DR-993) to the most recent declaration of June 2002 (DR-1419).  This time span encompasses 15 major Presidential disaster declarations (10 of these being flood events).  Out of the problem statement rose an objective:

· To sensitize and educate a diverse audience that interactions and decisions made at every level can impact flood vulnerability; and to encourage wise decision-making at all levels to reduce and/or avoid future flood damages.

The following maps were developed to illustrate summary information both from an “All-Programs” perspective and a “Mitigation” specific viewpoint.  When reviewing the images and data certain salient points stand out and interesting conclusions can be inferred through comparisons.

Every disaster is terrible for those who experience it first-hand and the magnitude of some of these events are quite dramatic.  One can only be awed when faced with the fact that a total of a half-a-billion dollars (approximately $509 million) has been expended by FEMA alone in Minnesota during this 10-year stretch.  Fortunately several factors have kept this monetary loss from being even greater:

· Diligent day-to-day execution of NFIP floodplain building regulations at the State and local levels to ensure new construction and repairs meet all permitting requirements.

· Implementation of mitigation activities to the tune of more than $84 million dollars for projects including structure/land acquisitions/demolitions, physical relocations of buildings, detention basin creation and drainage improvements.  This FEMA funding has been made available across Minnesota for mitigation projects through a variety of programs:

· $78,667,549 – Hazard Mitigation Grant Program

· $  3,327,400 – Flood Mitigation Assistance

· $  1,400,000 – Project Impact

· $     700,229 – Pre-Disaster Mitigation

· Active enforcement locally of building codes and community zoning use laws.

· Wise decision-making and personal responsibility ownership related to managing exposure to risk.  By optimizing solid decisions-making skills at all levels people can take precautions to minimize vulnerability – such as floodproofing basements by elevating/relocating utilities or installing backflow valves, purchasing a flood insurance policy, having a flood-fight plan ready.  Keeping the tenants of “disaster-resistance” in the forefront can make a big contribution to damage eradication.

· Concentrated efforts in the arena of mitigation planning.

Our hope is that the 2003 Minnesota Flood Summit served as a catalyst to empower people to strive toward the goal of reducing both disaster frequencies and their devastating impacts.  Let’s make the 10th anniversary of the “Great Flood” a marker for change so that the catastrophic destruction and devastation experienced by thousands of people in 1993 becomes a memory that is not repeated.
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Note:  Additional maps and information related to the 1993 Great Midwest Flood event may be found by simply clicking on these web links (or type the addresses into your Internet browser):

· www.fema.gov/pdf/nfip/voices_anthology.pdf – A FEMA report titled “The 1993 Great Midwest Flood:  Voices 10 Years Later” containing nine maps in Appendix A (pg. 91-107),

· www.wes.army.mil/el/flood/fl93home.html – An Army Corp of Engineers public access/browsing site containing a plethora of data and maps from the 1993 Flood of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers and their tributaries,

· www.mvs.usace.army.mil/dinfo/pa/fl93info.htm – A paper titled “Myths and Misconceptions of the 1993 Flood,”
· www.nws.noaa.gov/oh/hrl/papers/area/great.htm – A paper titled “The Great USA Flood of 1993” that discusses some details of the flood, the forecasting procedures utilized by the National Weather Service and the precipitation events which caused the flood,

· www.redcross.org/news/ds/floods/030806midwest93.html – A paper titled “Looking Back:  The Great Midwest Floods of 1993,”
· www.conservation.state.mo.us/conmag/1995/aug/aug2.html – A paper titled “A Look Back at the Great Flood of 1993,”
· www.greatriver.com/FLOOD.htm#CHRON – A chronology of the 1993 Summer Floods,

· www.kwmu.org/Programs/flood.html – A National Public Radio access/browsing site containing a compilation of items related to the 1993 Flood,
· Links to satellite imagery from the 1993 Flooding:

· http://www1.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/data/images/flood-midwest-19930712-n11rgb.jpg
· www.earthsat.com/wx/flooding/flood_93.html
· http://edc.usgs.gov/sast/sastnews.html
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MITIGATION MAP

Floodplain Project Sites

Corresponding To Areas
Impacted By The Great
Midwest Flood Of 1993
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DR # Declaration Date Incident Type Apx Expenditure
993  June 11, 1993 Floods/Severe Storms $ 43,503,413
1064 August 18, 1995 Severe Storms $ 6,185,682
1078 January 5, 1996 Winter Storm/ice Storm/Freeze $ 5,241,439
1116  June 1, 1996 Floods $ 9,501,089
1151 January 7, 1997 Winter Storm/Ice Storm/Freeze $ 15,170,659
1158  January 16, 1997 Winter Storm $ 24,772,564
1175  April 8, 1997 Floods/Severe Storms $ 217,869,022
1187 September 25,1997 Floods $ 10,842,202
1212 April 1, 1998 Tornadoes $ 35,531,082
1225 June 23, 1998 Tornadoes $ 30,172,492
1283  July 28, 1999 Floods $ 15,299,593
1288 September 11,1999 Severe Storms $ 6,833,772
1333 June 27, 2000 Severe Storms $ 17,886,199
1370 May 16, 2001 Floods $ 40,143,550
1419 June 14, 2002 Floods/Severe Storms/Tornadoes  $ 30,033,373

Note: No Pre-Volkmer Amendment disaster declarations are listed on this map
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