PANEL DISCUSSION SUMMARY

The questions asked during the panel discussion are shown below along with some bulleted thoughts captured during panel/audience interactions.  Please note that time did not allow all questions to be addressed, yet they are shared to continue to encourage creative thinking.

1. You have been selected to be on this panel because of your experience with flooding in Minnesota.  Briefly describe your background and the experience of the organization that you represent.

2. Federal, state and local governments have played the primary role in flood prevention and recovery.  In this environment of budget deficits at all levels of government, how can individuals be encouraged to take a more active role in mitigating their own flood risks?

· Educate residents and local officials

· Long term planning

· Individuals take responsibility to floodproof residences 

· Encourage stronger enforcement actions

· Forecasting and floodwarning information critical to successful flood fighting

· Flood insurance needs to be better understood at the community level in order to increase purchase and coverage (pre- as well as post-event)

· More restrictive ordinances could decrease damages from flooding

· Increase pre-disaster mitigation outreach efforts

· Encourage non-participating communities to join the NFIP 

3. Some of the traditional tools intended to prevent flood losses include floodplain management regulations under the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).  The NFIP has been in effect for more than 30 years and the State of Minnesota has floodplain management regulations that have also been in place for decades.  Is land-use management through regulation an effective approach and how could it be improved?
· Enforcement of NFIP ordinances can make a large difference towards reducing losses

· Floodplain management is a complex process and needs to be fully understood when implemented at the local level

· Community ownership of ordinances and enforcement process is critical before and after an event

· If the focus is on past events, individuals and local leadership might overlook important aspects that will occur in the future

· A holistic watershed approach including flood water storage could prove beneficial

· Mapping the floodplain accurately is a key element toward reducing damages

· Important to remain flexible (do not impose statewide rules across all issues)

4. Community planning has not traditionally focused on natural hazards such as flooding.  What can be done to encourage a more comprehensive all-hazards planning approach?
· Digital mapping should prove beneficial toward developing mitigation plans

· Consolidate plan requirements so that a multi-hazard plan would meet criteria for different funding sources

· Local involvement in the planning process is a very important aspect

· Collaboration with other sources in the area of map modernization should be pursued (including mapping all hazards)

· It is estimated that 40 million dollars would be required to complete digital elevation maps for the entire state of Minnesota 

5. A significant number of structural flood control projects have been constructed in Minnesota.  There are generally recognized positives and negatives associated with structural flood control.  What are your thoughts?
6. One of the themes of this conference is that of "decision-making".  Mitigation activity allows families, communities, states and the nation to be more disaster resistant.  Everyday decisions made by ordinary people impact future flood vulnerability.  Please offer some suggestions that might help agency representatives, local leaders and the general public "latch-on" to the concept that their actions can make a difference.

· More effort should be given to promote successes and accomplishments

· Communities should be prepared for the next event

7. Flood insurance is commonly viewed as a burden rather than a mitigation tool.  Few question the wisdom of fire insurance coverage.  If you live in a floodplain, you are 26 times more likely to have a flood than a fire during a typical 30-year mortgage.  How can we convince people that flood insurance will protect their financial investment?






