
Pre-Disaster Mitigation: Environmental and Historic Preservation – FAQs

General Questions:

1. Question: Why is it important to consider environmental and historic preservation issues ahead of time when there will be a full FEMA review following award?
Answer:  It is important to identify potential environmental and historic preservation issues prior to submitting your Pre-Disaster Mitigation – Competitive (PDM-c) application because these issues may have project eligible costs for mitigation or compliance actions associated with them and may have an impact on the Benefit/Cost (B/C) ratio.  Providing, as much information on potential environmental and historic preservation issues will also help to speed FEMA in fulfilling its environmental and historic preservation compliance responsibilities once a decision on award has been made.  Finally, the existence environmental and historic preservation issues do not mean that your project application will be denied.  

2. Question: Why do I need alternatives, and what level of detail will be needed for the project alternatives?

Answer: Alternatives are needed for different reasons. 1) as a good planning practice, the consideration of several alternatives is always helpful to determine the best project to achieve the mitigation goal for the best value; 2) at least one viable alternative is required for each project application per the Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) guidance; 3) the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires that alternatives to be evaluated for more complex projects – those that will require environmental assessments; and 4) any project in or affecting a floodplain, wetland, or historic property will need to be evaluated to determine whether any viable alternatives exist that may have less adverse impact. An acceptable level of detail for both the Proposed Action and the Project Alternatives would include information on the project locations including maps, preliminary site plans and engineering designs, and supporting documentation such as hydrologic and hydraulic data and/or geotechnical evaluations.

3. Question: What is a viable alternative?

Answer: A viable alternative is an alternative project that has a functional design and meets the same stated purpose and need for the proposed project—one that you would use if the proposed project became unavailable. For example, if your Proposed Action is a 1-mile drainage channel, a viable alternative could be a different route or a series of detention basins/ponds. The alternative project should have the same benefit but may function differently, such as the detention basins/ponds. Another example of a viable alternative to a flood mitigation project is the acquisition of flood prone properties that would be protected by the proposed project. A third example of a viable alternative is manual fuels reduction versus mechanical fuels reduction for fire mitigation projects; the projects are essentially the same, but the method of fuel removal and the related impacts are very different.

4. Question: What is the most important thing I can do to document my project?

Answer: When FEMA reviews your projects, it is important that your application show that you have given due consideration to the potential environmental and historic impacts that your project may have.  This can be accomplished through documentation.  The most important thing you can do to document your project is to describe, in the most detail possible, what your project is and where, how, and when it will be constructed.  In addition, there are several other important items that should be attached, including, conceptual engineering drawings of the project, backup data on the engineering (hydrologic and hydraulic analysis, geotechnical studies), well labeled and indexed site photographs, location maps, topographic maps, Flood Insurance Rate Maps, National Wetland Inventory Maps, and agency correspondence letters.

5. Question: How do I contact and communicate with regulatory agencies? 

Answer:  If you do not already have contacts for local, state, tribal, and federal regulatory agencies, contact the Regional Environmental Officer (REO) in your Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Regional Office. The REO will have information on current contacts for local, state, tribal, and federal regulatory agencies. It will be the applicant’s responsibility to contact each agency that may have interest in the proposed projects. 

The three major regulatory agencies that should be contacted are: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), and the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO). Applicants who need to contact these and other regulatory agencies may do so by letter, fax or telecommunication. When you contact agencies, you should supply them with detailed project locations and descriptions and request the agency to provide information on the impacts the project may have on the resources under their jurisdiction.  If communication is being done by letter or fax, location and topographic maps and other figures showing the design of the project will be helpful. 

eGrants Environmental and Historic Review Questions

The purpose of Sections A through J is to help you identify any environmental or historical preservation issues that may be associated with your project. Completion of these sections requires you to demonstrate that you have considered the impacts your project might have on the natural and built environment and what effect these impacts might have on the design or cost of the project. The documentation, whether it is correspondence, informal consultation, or merely an explanation of your analysis and conclusions, should show that you have a reasonable understanding of the environmental and historical preservation implications of your project and that the associated cost and design aspects have been addressed, where appropriate. 

A. National Historic Preservation Act – Historic Structures
1. Question: In what instances could my project affect a historic structure?

Answer: Projects may affect historic buildings and structures in a variety of ways. The most obvious way is through complete or partial demolition. However, other actions may also have an effect, including relocating a building to an area above a floodplain, seismic retrofitting of a building, elevating a building above a floodplain elevation, constructing drainage structures to prevent flooding, and placing radio antennas on existing structures such as water towers and cupolas. Each of the above may result in direct effects, but projects may also have indirect effects. Constructing a new office building to house the local emergency management department adjacent to a city hall or erecting a tower for a tornado warning system within or adjacent to a neighborhood containing older residences, for example, could have visual effects on historic properties.

2. Question: How can I determine whether structures near my project are at least 50 years old?

Answer: With rare exception, a structure must be at least 50 years in age to be considered historic. There are several ways to determine whether a building or structure meets this threshold. First, you can contact the SHPO in your state. The SHPO may be able to tell you if any local historic preservation inventory or survey has been conducted that will assist your research. If you do not know how to reach your SHPO, you can look it up at <http://www.ncshpo.org/stateinfolist/fullist.htm>, or you can obtain contact information from the FEMA REO at your FEMA Regional Office. Your community might have a local historic preservation planner who may also be able to assist you. Another method is to use the local tax assessment data for the property. You should use property tax information with caution, however, because these records may not always accurately identify construction dates for buildings constructed prior to the adoption of computerized tax data. A second way to find the age of a building is to research the series of Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps that may be available for your community. For many towns and cities, these maps were developed beginning in the late 1800s and were periodically printed every decade or so. Some public libraries maintain “genealogy rooms” that contain copies of Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, city directories, photographic collections, and other information useful to research the age of historic buildings.

3. Question: Where can I obtain information about National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) listed or previously determined eligible structures?

Answer: The most direct way to obtain information about any property listed in or eligible for listing in the NRHP is to contact the SHPO in your state. SHPO staff can assist by providing copies of historic property documentation such as inventory forms, NRHP nomination forms, and prior studies prepared to evaluate the historic or architectural significance of buildings in the state. Again, if you do not know how to reach your SHPO, you can obtain contact information from your FEMA REO.

A useful tool for locating information about historic buildings and structures on line is the National Register Information System (NRIS) <http://www.nr.nps.gov/>, which contains a directory of properties that have been listed in the NRHP or have been formally determined eligible for listing in the NRHP. The NRIS is searchable by location, property name, federal agency, and historic association, and may be used to obtain basic information about properties such as their addresses. Most importantly, NRIS data for both NRHP-listed and eligible resources may be downloaded and integrated into a Geographic Information System (GIS) <http://www.nr.nps.gov/nrdown1.htm>.

Finally, many cities and counties also have historic preservation commission staff who maintain information about historic properties located in their jurisdictions including surveys and lists of local historic landmarks for their communities.

4. Question: If I do find any historic properties, how will it impact my project?

Answer: Should historic properties be involved in your project, the impact that these will have on the project will depend upon what type of project you are proposing and the magnitude of the project’s effect on the historic properties. For example, a project that involves reinforcing a parapet on a historic building may not create any disruptions to your schedule, while an action including the demolition of a group of historic buildings may be delayed. In no case, however, does the presence of historic properties in your project area prohibit you from doing the proposed work. At the same time, if FEMA determines that your proposed work will adversely affect historic properties, consultation will be necessary to adequately treat or remedy the adverse effect.  It is important to identify treatment measures that may be required to mitigate adverse effects as these  are eligible project costs and should be identified and included in the B/C analysis Sometimes the adverse effect can be avoided altogether by redesigning the project. Keep in mind that initiating actual work prior to completion of the historic preservation review process may jeopardize FEMA’s funding of the project.

 5. Question: What type of historic properties could my project affect? 

Answer: Many different types of historic properties may be affected by projects including: buildings such as houses, county courthouses, city halls, and schools; structures such as windmills, reservoirs, and commemorative monuments; sites such as archaeological sites, military camps, and soapstone quarries; and objects such as aircraft, ships, and steam locomotives. Properties that possess religious and cultural significance also may be historic, including resources that are important to Native Americans. These can include meeting places, ceremonial sites, or burial locations, among others. Many, but not all, federally recognized tribes have a Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) that parallels the function of a SHPO as the tribe’s preservation agency. This means that THPOs oversee work performed within their lands and help to determine if the proposed work will affect important tribal cultural resources. It is important to contact the THPO if the proposed work occurs on tribal land or could effect any tribal cultural resource.

B. National Historic Preservation Act – Archaeological Resources

1. Question: What constitutes a ground disturbing activity?

Answer: Ground-disturbing activity is any action that moves or removes soil during a project, such as grading, trenching, paving, filling, excavating, and landscaping. Archaeological resources are often found in the top one or two feet of soil, so even shallow ground disturbances can be destructive.

2. Question: What is considered to be previously disturbed?

Answer: Previously disturbed ground means that some type of ground disturbing activity has taken place in an area, and that this activity may have affected the integrity—or intactness—of a site. For example, if a road has been graded and paved through a site, the right-of-way for the road is considered to have been previously disturbed. Previous disturbances, however, do not necessarily destroy a site; the degree of disturbance depends on the context of the activity. Modern construction work is often the cause of previous disturbance, but disturbance is not limited to modern activities.

3. Question: What defines an archaeological resource?

Answer: Archaeological resources are considered to be any site that shows evidence of past human activity.  Such sites may include geographical features such as the confluence of rivers, stream banks and earthen mounds. States vary in their exact definition of an archaeological site, but many consider three or more artifacts found within an approximately 20- to 30-square-foot area to be indicative of an archaeological site. Sites can consist of artifact concentrations and/or features. Sites must contain archaeological deposits 50 years or older to be considered under section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA).

If archaeological resources are present, FEMA is responsible for determining if the resources are eligible for listing on the National Register.  Should resources be determined to be eligible, measures may be required to avoid or minimize potential impacts.  Costs for these measures should be included in your project cost and B/C analysis.

C. Endangered Species Act and Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act

1. Questions: What defines a threatened and endangered species, and where can I locate this information?

Answer: An “endangered” species is one that is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its habitat. A “threatened” species is one that is likely to become endangered in the foreseeable future. It is the fact that they are on the list of threatened and endangered species that forces their consideration. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) maintain the list and are responsible for gathering information on threatened and endangered species and enforcing protection of threatened and endangered species. A list of protected species in your county can be obtained from USFWS (or from NMFS if anadromous or marine species are involved). Additionally, by providing USFWS (or NMFS) with a good description of your project and its location on a map, they may be able to assist you in determining if your project would impact threatened and endangered species.  Information endangered species may be found at <http://www.fws.gov> and <http://endangered.fws.gov> (note: this information should not be used as a substitute for communication with the USFWS or NMFS as it is may not be up-to-date).  

2. Question: Should I worry about threatened and endangered species if my project is within a built-up area?

Answer: This depends on how built-up the area is and the nature of your project. If your project is within an urban setting, it may be possible that endangered species may be present, such as the peregrine falcon, although it is unlikely that the project may impact threatened or endangered species. However, unless the project is within an existing structure, the USFWS and/or NMFS should be contacted to obtain the species information.

3. Question: What constitutes critical habitat, and if I have a critical habitat and no species are present, should I be concerned?

Answer: For many species listed as threatened or endangered, the habitats or ecosystems critical to their survival are described and recorded. Conservation and recovery actions are directed not only to the species, but to the species’ habitat as well. Of the 1,263 listed species in the United States, only 450 species have officially designated critical habitat. 

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act directs all federal agencies to undertake programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered species, and prohibits federal agencies from authorizing, funding, or carrying out any action that would jeopardize a listed species or destroy or modify its critical habitat. If your project is selected for federal funding, a thorough evaluation of species and habitat impacts will be required before project implementation. The identification of impacts during that analysis could result in design changes or modification costs. Understanding the potential for your project to affect endangered species and the cost required to avoid impacts is the objective of your contact with USFWS or NMFS at this point in the application process.  

4. Question: Do I have to initiate formal consultation?

Answer: No. An applicant should make initial contact with USFWS, and request USFWS to provide a list of threatened, endangered, proposed, candidate, and other protected species and designated critical habitats that may be present in the project area.  You should provide a copy of a USGS Topographic map with the location of your project shown on the map to assist the USFWS in its response. If USFWS replies that there are no species or critical habitat present in the project area, then the federal agency has no further obligation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act when the project is implemented. If a species may be present in the project area, the applicant should ask USFWS what the nature of the remedy might be so the impact on project cost can be estimated. The federal agency would formally consult with USFWS after the project has been selected to determine the exact mitigation required.  

5. Question: In what ways could the presence of threatened or endangered species or critical habitat impact the cost of my project?

Answer: There are two ways that the presence of threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat can impact a project: project costs and project schedule. An increase in cost would stem from conducting surveys to confirm species presence or modifying the project to avoid impacts to species or critical habitat. If the presence of listed species or critical habitat is confirmed and it is determined that the project may adversely affect the listed species, then formal Section 7 consultation is required. This will have a significant impact on schedule because formal Section 7 consultation can take more than 4 months to complete. 

6. Question: What is considered a body of water under the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act?

Answer: A body of water is a bay, lake, reservoir, river, stream, creek, bayou, bog, swamp, wetland, or marsh.

7. Question: What are examples of project types that could affect a waterway?

Answer: Several project types could affect a waterway such as: bridge replacement or expansion, drainage channels that could potentially drain wetlands, channels that could realign waterways, dam removal, pier replacement, dredging a waterway, and culverts. Many projects can affect waterways indirectly, such as drainage channel construction, fuel reduction projects, and construction projects that are near waterways.

D. Clean Water Act, Rivers and Harbors Act, and Executive Order 11990 (Wetlands Protection)

1. Question: What are “waters of the U.S.?”

Answer: “Waters of the U.S.” are defined under 33 U.S.C. 1344, Section 328.3 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) and essentially include all surface water bodies such as streams, rivers, lakes, ponds and bays, as well as vegetated wetlands, such as swamps and marshes, adjacent to water bodies. Most areas where water flows or ponds (even intermittently) would be considered waters of the U.S. In summary, the definition under the CWA includes:

a. All waters which are currently used, or were used in the past, or may be susceptible to use in interstate or foreign commerce, including all waters which are subject to the ebb and flow of the tide;

b. All interstate waters including wetlands;

c. All other waters such as intrastate lakes, rivers, streams (including intermittent steams), mudflats, sand flats, wetlands, sloughs, prairie potholes, wet meadows, playa lakes, or natural ponds;

d. All impoundments of water otherwise defined as waters of the U.S. under the definition, excluding waste treatment system ponds and lagoons; 

e. Tributaries of waters identified in items a through c above;

f. The territorial seas; and

g. Wetlands adjacent to waters.

2. Question: In what ways might my project affect “waters of the U.S.?”

Answer: Any project that involves construction in or adjacent to waters of the U.S. can potentially impact the quality and functions of the waters. Water quality can be impacted by physical disturbance and by the discharge of sediment, construction debris, hazardous materials (fuel, oil, vehicle fluids, etc.), and other detrimental materials during construction. Some of the functions provided by waters and wetlands include filtration of pollutants from stormwater runoff, animal and plant habitat, conveyance of runoff, and storage of stormwater flows. The functions of waters and wetlands can be impacted by activities such as the disposal of soil and construction materials; excavation; the placement of structures such as culverts, storm drain outfalls, bridges, and buildings; and increasing the amount of stormwater flow to the waters due to landscape modifications.

3. Questions: With whom from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers should I coordinate?

Answer: You should coordinate with the Regulatory Branch of the USACE District Office for the project area. You can find a listing and map of the USACE District Offices at the USACE website: http://www.usace.army.mil/where.html#Divisions.  Permits for projects that could impact waters of the U.S. (including wetlands) are issued by USACE under Section 404 of the CWA and under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act. Some states have been delegated authority by the USACE to administer Section 404 permits. In these states, Section 404 permitting is usually performed by the state’s environmental protection agency.

4. Question: Must I have my permits prior to submitting my application?

Answer: No. By regulation, permits issued under Section 404 of the CWA for impacts to waters of the U.S. (including wetlands) cannot be obtained prior to the completion of the NEPA review process without circumventing the process. The NEPA process cannot take place until after a project is selected to be funded. However, for more complex projects, contacting USACE will be helpful in understanding whether there might be design changes required when a permit is obtained and what implications there might be on project costs.   The USACE may also indicate whether an Individual Permit or a Nationwide Permit is required.  Nationwide permits are general permits that are authorized for specified activities in waters of the U.S. and if certain conditions are met, these activities can take place without the need for an individual or regional permit.
E. Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Management)

1. Question: What constitutes an alteration of a waterway, watercourse, water flow pattern or drainage way?

Answer: In general, a waterway alteration is any action that would straighten, shorten, change, divert, or interfere with a waterway, including removal or addition of material or changing the course of the waterway.

2. Question: If my project has the potential to alter a waterway, what level of analysis will I be required to do at this stage of the application process?

Answer: The level of analysis will vary based on the project type and location. The analysis must be sufficient to allow an evaluation of the project’s impacts on the waterway and the floodplain of the waterway. For example, if the project involves construction of a culvert in a stream, an understanding of the hydraulic effects the culvert would have on upstream and downstream flood-stage elevations must be demonstrated. For a project to construct a drainage channel to divert floodwaters, a demonstrated understanding would be required of the hydrologic and hydraulic impacts on the area being drained and the receiving body of water.

F. Coastal Zone Management Act

1. Question: Must I have my permits prior to submitting my application?

Answer: No, a permit is not required prior to submitting the application. However, prior to submitting your application, contact your state coastal zone management office to see what permits may eventually be necessary for your proposed project.

2. Question:  How do I know if my state has a Coastal Zone?

Answer: Your state has a Coastal Zone if it is on the Pacific, Atlantic, or Gulf Coasts or the Great Lakes.

3. Question: How does this relate to the Coastal Barrier Resources Act?

Answer: Projects in the coastal zone require special consideration under the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and potentially under the Coastal Barrier Resources Act (CBRA). While the CZMA applies to virtually all coastal areas in the United States, the CBRA only applies to designated coastal barrier islands on the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts and on the Great Lakes. A map of the designated areas, known as the Coastal Barrier Resource System (CBRS), is available from the USFWS.  Additionally, CBRS Areas are mapped on the Flood Insurance Rate Maps available within you community. If your project area is in the CBRS, it is ineligible for federal financial assistance that might support development, such as relocation of damaged structures.

G. Farmland Protection Policy Act

1. Question: How will I be able to determine whether my project site is affected by this law?

Answer: Generally, if your project is outside of town/city limits and it would have the effect of converting farmland to other uses, the easiest method for determining whether this law applies is to contact the local Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) office and ask for a soils map of the project area and the corresponding list of prime, unique, or other important farmland soils.

H. Hazardous and Toxic Materials

1. Question: What contaminants am I looking for?

Answer: Any contaminant or hazardous material that could pose a potential hazard to human health or the environment would be of concern. Anything that might have special handling or measures, thereby affecting the design or costs of the proposed project, should be considered. Potentially hazardous materials could be physical (e.g., unexploded ordnance), chemical (e.g., car batteries, leaking fuel tank), or biological (e.g., medical waste disposal). Hazardous materials may or may not be visible at a site. Some of the visible indicators that hazardous materials could be present include stains on the ground, dead or dying vegetation, mass fish or wildlife kills, pipes protruding from the ground, piles of waste materials, electrical transformers, and discarded or partially buried metal drums or other containers. Many hazardous materials that could be present in soil and groundwater such as metals, fuels, and other chemicals can be difficult to detect. Also, contamination is not usually contained by property boundaries. The potential for the presence of hazardous materials should be evaluated based on the current and past uses of the property and nearby properties. This may be accomplished by asking questions such as: Was there a gas station, auto repair shop, or dry cleaning store on or near the property? Was there any manufacturing activity on the property or near the property? Databases listing the known locations of hazardous sites are maintained by federal, state, and local agencies. There are several Internet-capable commercial firms, such as Banks Environmental Solutions, Inc. and Environmental Data Resources, Inc., that will conduct searches of these databases based on a property address and provide a summary report. This information can be combined with direct visual observations and local histories to evaluate the potential presence of hazardous materials.

2. Question: If there are no previous investigations or studies, do I need to conduct one?

Answer: If you conducted a thorough visual inspection and know all of the historical uses of your project site (including adjacent properties), and there are no indicators that hazardous substances could be present, an investigation is probably not warranted. However, if any indicators (such as those described under the answer to Question 1 above) are present or there are gaps in the land use history, further investigations could be warranted.

3. Question: If my project requires construction, what materials do I need to be concerned with at this point in the process?

Answer: Normally, hazardous materials typically associated with construction (such as: fuels; vehicle and equipment fluids; cement and concrete additives from concrete batch plants; cleaning fluids and solvents; adhesives; and materials that can pose physical hazards like explosives) are addressed by tribal, state or local laws and ordinances and best management practices. Compliance with these requirements should already be reflected in your cost estimate.

4. Question: How I can find out what the past land uses of my project’s property and the nearby properties were?
Answer: You can consult local historical records and maps such as tax records and maps, Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, local title records, etc. Local government offices and libraries should be able to direct you to these resources. You can also review historical topographical maps (contact the U.S. Geological Survey), past county soil survey maps (contact the local NRCS office), and historical aerial photographs (often available from local government or commercial internet services). You can also obtain these records from commercial database search companies (as described in the response to Question 1 above).

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) offers information that may be helpful.  The Environmental Mapper, located at <http://www.eps.gov/enviro/html/em/index.html>, allows the review of sites that may reveal this information through the input of zip code or street address.

I. Executive Order 12898, Environmental Justice for Low-Income and Minority Populations

1. Question: What defines a low-income or minority population?

Answer: A low-income population may be either a group of low-income individuals living in geographic proximity to one another, or a geographically dispersed or transient set of low-income individuals (such as migrant workers or Native Americans) who experience common conditions of environmental exposure or effect. Low-income populations in an affected area can be identified using the annual statistical poverty thresholds from the Census Bureau’s Current Population Reports (www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty.html#povdef). 

Individuals who are members of the following population groups are considered minorities: American Indian or Alaskan Native, Asian or Pacific Islander, Black (not of Hispanic origin), or Hispanic. A minority population should be identified where either:

(a) Minority individuals constitute more than 50% of the population of an affected area; or

(b) The percentage of minority individuals in an affected area is meaningfully greater than the minority population percentage in the general population or other appropriate unit of geographic analysis. 

A minority population may either be a group of minority individuals living in geographic proximity to one another, or a geographically dispersed, transient set of minority individuals (such as migrant workers or Native Americans) who experience common conditions of environmental exposure or effect. When looking at minority populations of an affected area, be sure to select an appropriate unit of geographic analysis such as local jurisdiction boundaries, a neighborhood, census tract, or other similar unit.

2. Question: What would constitute a disproportionately high adverse effect?

Answer: First, determine if the project is capable of creating adverse effects. If it is, then determine whether the project will have a disproportionately high adverse effect on the health or environment of a low-income or minority population. 

To determine whether human health or environmental effects are disproportionately high and adverse, ask:

(a) Are the health or environmental effects significant or above generally accepted norms? Adverse health effects may include bodily impairment, infirmity, illness, or death. Environmental effects may include ecological, cultural, human health, economic, or social impacts when those impacts are interrelated to impacts on the natural or physical environment.

(b) Is there an increased risk of exposure or a significant environmental impact to a minority population or low-income population? Does it appreciably exceed, or is it likely to appreciably exceed, the risk or environmental impact on the general population or other appropriate comparison group? 

(c) Have health effects or environmental impacts already occurred in the minority or low-income population because of cumulative or multiple exposures from environmental hazards?

J. Other Environmental Laws and Issues

1. Question: What else would be included here?

Answer: There are several federal laws that may apply to your proposed project. Several of them are: Clean Air Act, Marine Mammals Protection Act, Federal Water Pollution Control Act, and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Several other federal laws and regulations that FEMA-funded projects may be required to comply with can be found at the following Web site: <http://www.fema.gov/ehp/toolkit.shtm>.

In addition to federal laws and regulations, FEMA funded projects need to comply with individual state laws and regulations. Many states have created an environmental review clearinghouse to assist localities in understanding and obtaining state permits and complying with state laws. Examples of such a clearinghouse can be seen at the following link: http://www.doa.state.nc.us/doa/clearing/clearing.htm; http://www.opr.ca.gov/clearinghouse/Environmental.shtml, and http://www.dep.state.fl.us/secretary/legislative/coastal/state_clearinghouse/index.htm
2. Question: Should I contact local environmental authorities (e.g., river authorities, planning boards, park authorities, etc.) and inquire about additional laws and/or requirements pertaining to my specific project location?

Answer: FEMA encourages you to contact local environmental authorities as resources for information on additional laws and/or requirements.  Documentation summarizing any issues that were identified through this consultation should be included in the application.

3. Question: What defines a controversial issue?

Answer: A controversial issue would be an issue that draws a large interest from the public. A project that may adversely affect a large group of people may draw controversy. Projects that impact highly valued natural resources may draw controversy. The higher the controversy, the more public involvement becomes a priority.  

4. Question: What would constitute public involvement? 

Answer: Applicants can begin public involvement prior to submitting an application to FEMA. The involvement could be in the form of community meetings, public hearings, public surveys, neighborhood fliers, and legal notices inviting comment on projects. Some projects are included in community master plans, which are reviewed annually by the community planning department and the public. The process of the review and obtaining input from the public is considered public involvement. When a project goes through the NEPA review process, there are points in the process where the public is asked to comment; this is considered public involvement and will be required by FEMA.
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