Director Allbaugh with MSNBC Anchor Brian Williams

09/13/01

Williams: Our next guest has a very tough job.   The director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, Joe Allbaugh, has been kind enough to join us from New York tonight.   I say kind enough because he's got a big job, he is preparing for the president's visit tomorrow.   (Graphic:   More than 200 NYC firefighter, 57 NYC police officers missing)   Joe, thanks for coming on.   Good to see you again.

Joseph Allbaugh (Director, Federal Emergency Management Agency):   Good to see you, Brian.

Williams:   What one thing do you believe the president shouldn't miss based on what you've seen?   What should he see tomorrow?   Who should he meet tomorrow?

Allbaugh:   Well, obviously, the site.   I know you all try to do justice shooting a lot of film and showing it on the tube, even showing it live, but until you actually, physically visit the site, you really can't sense the gravity of the situation and the devastation that's   present.  Having said that, the flip side of the coin is the remarkable spirit here in New York and New York state. That's what's going to get this over with in a short period of time.   The president will visit that site, I would imagine. I don't know the details yet.   And he'll be visiting with the firefighters of New York City, police officers and--and, of course, some family members.   (Visual of volunteer rescuers)

Williams:   What do you imagine it's going to do to him? What affect is it going to have on the president?

Allbaugh:  Well I've--I've been with this fellow for over eight years now and I've never seen him as touched as he is about this incident, as we all are, quite frankly.   The  flip side of that particular coin is that he's focused, he's resolved and he will lead us through this terrible, terrible incident.   (Graphic:   To help with relief efforts go to help.msnbc.com)

Williams:   It's been called an act of war.   Is what you have down there in New York a war zone?

Allbaugh:   It's a war zone.   I will tell you, this morning our first urban se--search and rescue team showed up Tuesday night, started going to work at nine o'clock.   I  was fortunate enough to--to be at the deployment site at the Jacob Javits Center this morning, seeing off half of the team from Sacramento, California.   We've got nine USR teams here.   And I had a moment with those men and women, those brave men and women who are going into battle and--and--and it was a serious moment, and I--I felt for each one of them and I pray for them right now.   (Visual of remains of buildings)

Williams:   How do they know where to start?   Is it overwhelming down there?   Are you confident the federal government can help in every way needed?

Allbaugh:   Well the name of the game for me, quite frankly, as the president directed anything that Mayor Giuliani wants, he gets, anything that Governor Pataki wants, he

gets, that's our job to facilitate, to coordinate, to make sure all the federal resources are at hand whether it be General Bob Flaras (?), the Corp of Engineers and his structural engineers, which are available--or bottled water or organizing Catholic Charities and the volunteer agencies and the Baptist Men, the Salvation Army, the Red Cross, whatever it is, we will be here.   And I don't think there is any resource that's going to be lacking for this effort.

Williams:   Joe, what do you think the president's visit will mean to the people who are here from, it seems to me, almost all fifty states doing something down there?

Allbaugh:   Absolutely.   I will tell you that I think the people here in New York City, as they were at the Pentagon, they will be touched, as Mrs. Bush and President Bush will be touched.

Williams:   Joe Allbaugh's the director of FEMA and a very busy man tonight through tomorrow and in the days and weeks to come. Joe, thank you for taking the time to talk to us tonight.

Allbaugh: Thank you, Brian.   Take care.
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