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MODERATOR:  Stations Bret Hansard [ph] is a FEMA spokesperson on the scene in New York City.  Mr. Hansard has provided us with four cuts regarding FEMA operations there.


In our first cut, Mr. Hansard says FEMA's top priority is assisting in the search effort.  The cut runs 24 seconds.


[Outcue:  "For the Agency"]


MR. HANSARD:  FEMA has got a couple of different priorities.  Our first priority is through the Urban Search and Rescue Teams and through other logistical support we help them to provide to support the State of New York, to support the City of New York, to support the city's fire department in their efforts to locate any missing response personnel, any missing folks who worked in the World Trade Center, obviously with the eye on those who might still be alive.  That is the number‑one priority for the agency.


MODERATOR:  In our second cut, Mr. Hansard updates Urban Search and Rescue activities.  The cut runs 24 seconds.


[Outcue:  "Center Complex"]


MR. HANSARD:  FEMA has got nine Urban Search and Rescue Teams on site in New York City.  Each team is comprised of approximately 62 team members.  We've got 550, almost 600 men and women here from across the country who are out there every day, 12 hours a day, 15 hours a day, up to 20 hours a day, giving everything they can to find anybody who might still be alive in the World Trade Center Complex.


MODERATOR:  In our third cut, Mr. Hansard says FEMA is setting up other operations.  The cut runs 30 seconds.


[Outcue:  "9029"]


MR. HANSARD:  Also, at the same time, we are in the process of [inaudible] Disaster Field Office from which the agency's Disaster Relief Programs will be available to those who were affected by the incident.  The kind of assistance available will include housing assistance for those folks whose apartments or homes are damaged, some sort of employment assistance for people unable to work their job because of the disaster, other kinds of assistance for medical losses and process for beginning that as to contact FEMA through its teleregistration number, 1‑800‑462‑9029.


MODERATOR:  In our fourth and final cut, Mr. Hansard says those with immediate needs should contact voluntary agencies.  The cut runs 19 seconds.


[Outcue:  "Immediate Needs"]


MR. HANSARD:  Folks who have a need, people who need shelter tonight, people who need clothes, people who have children who have immediate needs, the first step is the contact the voluntary agency, the Red Cross, the Salvation Army.  Those are the folks that in the immediate aftermath of an incident like this are asked to address the immediate needs.


[End of RealPlayer audio.]
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