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TONY KERNHEISER: Tony Kornheiser back with you on ESPN Radio.  We’re going to do something different now.  I going to talk to Joe Allbaugh the head of Federal Emergency Management Agency.  A big deal was made in this country about the fact that baseball players after a week or so went back to work and football players after a week and a half or so went back to work.  The people in FEMA have been working every since this happened on September 11th.  They work basically non-stop ___ the workers in New York City.  And I would ask you first Mr. Allbaugh, what is it like, I mean you are in an area of Lower Manhattan that the rest of us don’t see.  There are no cameras in there.  There are some occasional first hand reports but you have been down there for so long not.  What is it like for you?

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: It is serious situation and try to respect that entire site, Tony.  Thank you for having me this morning.  I am fortunate to be there.  We are on site with over 6,000 Federal employees from all walks of life, all over the United States, coordinating, facilitating, assisting the Fire Department of New York City, the Police Department of New York City doing such a fabulous job.  But it is twisted steel, debris, concrete that’s been basically decimated.   And people have to move very carefully otherwise these rescuers hurt themselves.  It’s beginning to rain here in New York City this morning which is going to make it even more a dangerous situation now two weeks into this event.  But I become very emotional every time I go down there.  And I sped a couple of hours just about every day.  

TONY KERNHEISER: I’m assuming that anybody who is involved with this finds it to be totally heartbreaking.

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: It is.

TONY KERNHEISER: You job and the job people who work in FEMA is to go to disasters whether man-made or naturally cause and have their hearts broken on a daily bases.  What do you do at night when you go home?  How do you deal with this?

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: Well I deal with it much like anyone else does.  Just

Kind of do my best to get through the day.  I’ve had the luxury here in Manhattan of going to a hotel every
evening and propping my feet up and relaxing.  There are a lot of people down at the site that won’t every have that luxury again.  And I think about those individuals constantly and those who are putting their lives at risk, and trying to rescue those individuals and recover those individuals.  And I end up in the shower every evening crying.  I’ll be honest with you. It’s a tough, emotional burden that we all carry but the satisfying part of this is that we’re not carrying it individually; we’re carrying it as a country and our spirit is so strong that’s what is going to get us through this.  And those who perpetrated this act have no idea what they’ve done to this country.  But it is really gratifying to see our country unite behind a common cause.  And we will bet through this, Tony.

TONY KERNHEISER: I’m talking to Joe Allbaugh, the head of FEMA.  And at the risk of being goulash there are some questions that everybody wants to know about and you seem an Appropriate person to ask.  There are no bodies left to recover, I’m assuming.  There are body-parts, what happened?  Is it the heat?  Is everything gone?  Is it all rubble and are the bodies mixed in?  How do peopledeal with this?

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: It is just very serious, Tony.  I don’t want to be too     goulash about this situation but you have two-twin towers of 105 or 110 stories each, 15-1600 feet that have been compressed into about 80 feet.  And the sheer weight caused the iron, the rebar, the concrete just to disintegrate.  It looks like a pretzel field with the iron support structures that use to hold these two massive buildings.  And then beyond that, Tony you have several buildings around the perimeter that are in jeopardy themselves that have been damaged.  And it will take months for us to clear away all the debris.  

TONY KERNHEISER: That’s what I wanted ask you.  I mean taking away, if you can possibly, their not dealing the with human-toll here, but just in material – what is referred to as rubble.  How long does it take and were does the stuff go?  What happen, when they haul it away where do they put it?  What are they going to do with it?  What happens?

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: Well, estimate with the Corps of Engineers and New York City Engineers that there’s somewhere between 1.2 million and 1.r million tons of debris to be removed.  To date we have removed about 108 thousand tons of debris, two weeks into this event.  So you can see …

TONY KERNHEISER: That’s not one-tenth of it.

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: That’s right.  You can see by the map very quickly that this is going to take quite some time.  Now what we’re doing to expedite this process is that we have given the task to the Corps of Engineers to dredge out a part of the Hudson River at Pier 6 to bring in barges that will be a little bit easier to haul off the debris.  Right now its being trucked a central site and FBI and New York City Police are going through the debris once it’s been recovered.

TONY KERNHEISER: Will it, because of the sensitivities here, because of the fact that bodies will not necessarily ever be recovered, will this go slower than you wanted to go

because if you rush it, you  run the risk of somebody saying, “Hey, wait a second.”  You know “don’t go so fast here we have to sift through everything.”

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: Well that’s why it is a slow process.  I can’t tell you, we have at any one time 25-2600 individuals putting their lives at risk in the recovery and response effort down at the site.  And they are very respectful of that site. Knowing full well that they may overlook something totally by accident if we get in too big of a hurry.  And you put your finger the single most sensitive item as to why it’s taking so long.  And it will take time.  

TONY KERNHEISER: Do I understand correctly that you have devices, for example, that in order to get to areas where people can’t go you actually send in dogs who are equipped with portable cameras?

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: That’s correct.  We send in dogs that are wearing around their collar or in their collar very small micro-cameras that are linked back to their handler that’s holding a hand-held unit.  And at other times we can use some fiberoptics that we can get into areas.  We have heat seeking equipment and a multitude of other devices that we’re all utilizing as a part of this recovery effort with the Urban Search and Rescue Teams working shoulder to shoulder with New York City’s finest.

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: We’re talking with Joe Allbaugh of FEMA.  Do you think the rest of us will ever see this?  Will we be allowed on some level?  Will the video that you take, that the
Federal Government takes ever be released or will…

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: Oh sure it will.  It’s being released you know on a daily bases everything that we shot.  It still is a site that needs to be protected.  New York City Commissioner Bernard Kerik, his troops have done a fabulous job under difficult circumstances.  But this is not a sightseeing trip; this is a very serious matter.  And all the tape, the video that we are shooting has been released and will be released in the future.  

TONY KERNHEISER: We’re talking with Joe Allbaugh of FEMA.  You said before that you go home at night and take a shower you cry.  Do you get angry?  And part two of that is…

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: Yes I do.

TONY KERNHEISER: … you are a good friend of the President of the United States.  You ran his national campaign.  Is he angry? Does he get angry?  

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: Sure he does.  I don’t think there’s an American in our country that doesn’t get angry about this.  First, you asked the question why?  I mean what have we done to you know cause this type of destruction?  And then you feel sorry for those families that have many more questions than we have answers right now.  And then you do become very angry. I get angry very easily about this but you have to realistic and keep your anger in-check and remain focused.  And remember why you’re hear and you have a job ahead of you.  And that’s part of what keeps you doing this day in and day out.

TONY KERNHEISER: The job of the Federal Emergency Management Agency as I said before to go to disasters and cope with them.  But your friend, the President of the United States went down there and there’s a famous shot of him with his arm around, you know he’s holding the bullhorn and his arm is around a firefighter.

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: Right.

TONY KERNHEISER: How close did you let him go?  What was his reaction? Or did you say to him, Mr. President I love you like a Brother, don’t go any further?

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: No I never said that to him.  I know the President extremely well.  I’ve never seen this person, this man as deeply affected, as he has been the last couple of weeks, as have all of us.  But there were a couple of places that just were not safe for he or anyone else to go.  But he was right in the middle of Building 7, I think there was another side in the northwest corner of the area that he visited and that’s where he addressed all the emergency workers, firefighters, police officers, and he did exactly what he was suppose to do as the President of the United States. And I’m extremely proud of him.

TONY KERNHEISER: I don’t know that you want to enter this debate and I don’t know that it is a debate but people have varying opinions – should New York rebuild?  Should they rebuild those twin towers as high as before, higher than before, lower than before?  Do you have an opinion on that? 

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: Yeah, I appreciate that question, Tony.  It’s not my place to answer that question.  That is something that will be debated in months to come.  It will take a long time to resolve that issue.  Everyone has an opinion on it.  But you now I’m from Texas, as I need to focus on the job that’s ahead of me.

TONY KERNHEISER: Well let me ask you one more question because ...

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: One last question then I’ve go to go Tony.

TONY KERNHEISER: … it’s ___ a sport show and we saw that the firefighters and the policemen were, their spirits were lifted by having athletes there.  Did you notice that as well?

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: Absolutely.  Absolutely.  Let me tell you a lot of people who listen to you show are right down the street at the site right now doing their dead-level best.  There’s no difference between, you know your listeners and those firefighters and emergency workers and police officers, but it does help when professional athletes and athletes of all walks of life come by.  It does boost their morale.  And they understand they don’t have to carry this burden all by themselves, that the entire World is sharing it with them.

TONY KERNHEISER: Thanks very much for coming on the show.  Joe Allbaugh who is the head of FEMA. Thank you very much.

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH: Good to talk to you, Tony.  Take care.
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