Stations, Ben Curran is FEMA’s Voluntary Agency Coordinator. Mr. Cullen has provided us with 5 cuts regarding how people can help the response effort in New York City and Washington, D.C.

In Cut 1, Mr. Curran urges people to coordinate with trained personnel on how to best serve the recovery operations. The cut runs 11 seconds; the outcue “is asking for”.

CURRAN:

Coordinate first, find out what is the most appropriate way to support the disaster relief efforts and talk to somebody who is familiar with what the needs might be and what the state is asking for.

In Cut 2, Mr. Curran says New York has set up a central donations hotline. The cut runs 25 seconds; outcue is “financial contribution.”

CURRAN:

The state of New York set up a central donations coordination hotline.  The number is 800-801-8092.  Again, that’s 800-801-8092.  It’s open 24 hours and they’re prepared to take calls from the public to answer your questions about what is the best way to volunteer, is there anything that they could use, as far as donated goods, and they can provide information about how to make a financial contribution.

In Cut 3, Mr. Curran says blood is still needed. Cut runs 12 seconds; outcue is “to donate blood.”

CURRAN:

Right now, there is still a need for blood.  And the best way to find out precisely how to go about doing that is to call the 800-GIVE-LIFE to get the exact information about where to go in order to donate blood.

In cut 4, Mr. Curran says the Red Cross and Salvation Army need financial contributions; Cut runs 12 seconds; outcue “help now”

CURRAN:

The Salvation Army, to reach them, call 1-800-SAL-ARMY.  To reach the American Red Cross, call 800-HELP-NOW.

In Cut 5, Mr. Curran offers a resource to learn more about voluntary agencies and how to help. Cut runs 21 seconds, outcue is “dot o-r-g”

CURRAN:

To find out who’s out there and what do they need and how to contribute to them, the most effective way really is through the National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster website.  That is www.nvoad.org. 

