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	MR. BROKAW:  Here in New York City joining us now, he is Joe Allbaugh, who is the Director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency.





	Mr. Allbaugh, first of all, I am sure that every emergency and rescue worker in America wants to get on a plane and come to New York.  Do you have enough personnel here?





	MR. ALLBAUGH:  Currently we have enough personnel, Tom.  What I'm worried about is because Americans are so gracious in their hearts and the outpouring of donations and wanting to donate their time will possibly overburden an already fragile system.  I would urge Americans to be patient with us as we, along with the city and the state, develop a proper time schedule to rotate these brave men and women in and out of the dangerous situation downtown.





	MR. BROKAW:  And what about supplies?  One of the workers last night, I think he was a medical technician, said we could use some better masks.  Are they going to get better masks down there because of the respiratory problems?





	MR. ALLBAUGH:  They are getting better masks as we speak.  All supplies that they do need, as we know about them, they are being filled as the President has promised, Governor Pataki, Mayor Giuliani.  Whatever they need, whatever they want, they're going to get.





	MR. BROKAW:  Congress has authorized $20 billion for the City of New York, but some people are saying that's just a down payment.  FEMA spent almost that much in Oklahoma City for a 9 story Federal courthouse.





	MR. ALLBAUGH:  Right.  I think it's just too early to tell, quite frankly, Tom, about what the dollar amount that we actually will need.  I know that President Bush is committed.  I know this Congress is committed.  Whatever it takes, whatever we have to have to put this city, to put Northern Virginia around the Pentagon back on their feet, we're going to get.


	MR. BROKAW:  The President is a close friend of yours and you have spent so much time with him this week.  I don't want you to betray any confidences.  But can you share with us what it has been like for the two of you who just a year ago at this time were hoping you could get to the Oval Office?





	MR. ALLBAUGH:  I started my eighth year with President Bush not too long ago.  And in this time that I've known him, I have never seen anything that has as deeply affected him as this incident on Tuesday.  It has affected all of us, all Americans in the same way.  But I am proud of his resolve.  He is focused.  He is the right person at the right time to provide the leadership for this country.





	MR. BROKAW:  Joe Allbaugh, thank you very much.  We know that you have a lot of work to do as well.  And we wish you all the very best.





	MR. ALLBAUGH:  Thank you, Tom.





	MR. BROKAW:  The Director of FEMA in the Bush Administration, Joe Allbaugh.





	[End of Interview.]





