FAQ:  HMGP and PDM Funding of Mitigation Plan Updates

Question:  What type of plan updates can be funded by the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) and the Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) Program?

Answer:  There are two main types of plan updates:

1. A comprehensive plan review and update to meet the 3 or 5 year update requirements of 44 C.F.R. 201.  This updated plan would be reviewed by FEMA, re-adopted by the jurisdiction (State, Tribe, or local), and approved by FEMA through the process outlined in the regulations.   The clock would be reset, so that the requirement for a 3 or 5 year update would run from the date of FEMA’s approval of this new plan.  This activity would be eligible for funding under either the HMGP or PDM.
2. Limited revisions and amendments to the plan to address new hazards, identified data deficiencies, new data available as the result of a disaster, limited one-year updates, revised mitigation strategy, etc.  The documentation produced by this effort would not need to be resubmitted for plan review and approval, as the original plan approval date would remain unchanged, and the clock would not be reset.  
The HMGP will be able to fund the limited revisions/amendments to plans in post-disaster situations with the seven (7) percent set-aside for planning.  This may be appropriate to address a variety of issues that may arise as a result of the disaster, or if new hazard information is made available following the disaster.  By responding to issues raised in the post-disaster environment and conducting limited revisions to the mitigation plan as needed, the jurisdiction will be keeping the plan current.  This will make the comprehensive review and update easier to complete at the appropriate time.

Although this update does not require formal plan review and approval, if funded by an HMGP grant, the entity preparing the planning documentation would need to submit the final version through the grantee to the Regional Director.  This is so that both the grantee and FEMA can ensure that the terms of the grant agreement have been met.  This activity would not be eligible for funding under the PDM.

