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Key Topics:
• How flooding can damage a home (Section 2.3)

• Floodplain management regulations (Sec. 2.5)

• Protecting service equipment (Sec. 9.1–9.3)

• Decision-making matrices (Sec. 4.1–4.2)

• Retrofitting methods:
–– Elevation (Sec. 5.1–5.2)
–– Relocation (Sec. 6.1)
–– Demolition (Sec. 6.2)
–– Wet floodproofing (Sec. 7.1)
–– Dry floodproofing (Sec. 7.2)
–– Barriers (levees, floodwalls,

etc.) (Sec. 8.1–8.5)
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Description and Target Audience
This guide was prepared specifically for homeowners who 
want to know how to protect their homes from flooding. 
As a homeowner, you need clear information about the 
options available to you and straightforward guidance 
that will help you make decisions. This guide gives you 

both, in a form designed for readers who have little or 
no experience with food protection methods or building 
construction techniques. It includes a decision making 
matrix. 

For more information, see the FEMA Building Science Frequently Asked 
Questions website at http://www.fema.gov/frequently-asked-questions-building-
science.
If you have additional questions on FEMA Building Science Publications, contact 
the helpline at FEMA-Buildingsciencehelp@fema.dhs.gov or 866-927-2104.
You may also sign up for the FEMA Building Science email subscription, which 
is updated with publication releases and FEMA Building Science activities. 
Subscribe at https://service.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSFEMA/
subscriber/new?topic_id=USDHSFEMA_193.
Visit the Building Science Branch of the Risk Management Directorate at 
FEMA’s Federal Insurance and Mitigation Administration at https://www.fema.
gov/building-science.

To order publications, contact the FEMA 
Distribution Center:
Call 1-800-480-2520 (M–F, 8 a.m.–5 p.m., 
EST) | Fax 719-948-9724
Email FEMApubs@GPO.gov

Additional FEMA documents can be found 
in the FEMA Library at 
https://www.fema.gov/media-
library/resources.
Please scan this QR code 
to visit the FEMA Building 
Science web page.
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